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i To all the Heirs of Promiſe, 
the Saints of the moſt high God, the 
Sons and Daughters of Abraham, 

whom God hath betrothed to himſelf 
in the. ſweet Gofpel-Covenant, and 
who liven hopes of their nuptial day, 
preparing m grace to: enter into the 
chambers of glory at death and the 
general Reſurrefion, grace, mercy 

and peace. 7] 

. FT Wothings (my Dearly be- 
loved in the Lord,.) are 
| abſolutely neceſſary to 
make ſouls happy, 1. That the 
: thing poſleſled be fully. adzquate 
tothe nature of the ſoul, 2. Thar 
?1t be made over to it legally and. 
 everlaſtingly : for if either any 
: thing be defective at preſent to 
23. ne 
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give content, or there be danger 
of loſing it, it is not commenſu- | 
rate to the ſouls ſtate or need; for | 
as this immortal ſpark infuſed in- | 
ro man, whereby heis a rational ' 
creature, is vaſt and capacious in | 
its deſires and dimenſions ; ſoit is | 
very laſting, yea everlaſting in its | 
continuance and duration ; there-: 
fore its riches that muſt tttake ir. 
happy muſt be both fuitable and ' 
durable : Bur all the creatures fall 
ſhort in both : the ſoul of man 
travelling through. this ſpacious | 
univerſe upon the feet of its affe- 

ctions, and following the gui-. 
dance of the intellectual faculties 
the ſouls ear and eye, can ger no. 
ſarisfying ſight or report in an- 
{wer to that curious inqueſt, who | 
will thew me any good ? to fix 
upon the creature istoſet our eyes 
upon that which is not, for its 
vanity; yea, to place our hopes | 
on 
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The Preface to the Reader.” 
on thee which hath a tye in ics 


| viphthatd; and fo becornes. vex- 
' Ajor of Hit if an-aftotiſhinig 
| difappetntificrit 5 Woe were to 
| iman if thefe were ho hopes for 


kim bur iti this life, ahd- grear 
were his infelicity if what Athe- 


| iſtsfay andthink, that there is fo 
: God, were true, how poorly 
; ſhould chis Princelything in nan 
' be ſerved with the ſordid husks 


of creatures? how baſe and bruit- 


> iſh would its life be? how well 
| becoming man would that Epi- 


taph be of the Epicure ? which 
Cicero ſaith was fitter tobe writ on an 


| Oxes grave than mans —- Hec habeo 


que edi, queq; exſaturata libido 


 -bailfit : - the things my greedy appetite 
. bath devoured are mine, asthey cry. 


Bur ler ſuch Brutified Sots, that 
underſtand nothing of the worth 
or proper food of immortal 


5 | ſouls, feed on husks, let the Hea- 


A4  ven- | 
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-ven-born . Saints aſpire to other 

nouriſhment; if: themixed mulci- 

tudeof common:'profeſſors linger 
Namb. 11. after the. ZEgyptian food, of Cucum-| | 
Bu nude bers, Melons, Leeks, Onions and Gar- ; 
noms lick — the teal Saints feed on; 
jms 44 Heavenly Manna, the: fleſh and: 


—__ 
—__ blood gf Chriſt is the proper pax 
Serex the- bulum anime, or nouriſhment of the 
oo aoPefs ſoul: the ſoul hath a more ten-! 
tm cr appetite, which requires an-! 
pri, {werdble food; it cannot feed on 
2»: = ſuch coutſe ſtuffe as worldly de-; 
mn d;ele” lights : hear David begging as for | 
;,clem- an alms, but what alms begs he * mer: | 
»im. ad Ces ; but what mercies * tender mercies, | - | 
* Pfal. yo: 11. withbold not thy tender | 
. mercies from me, O Lord —- q. d.: 
there are. common mercies, that 
fll the bellies, and cloath the bo-. 
dies of good and bad, but theſe | 
will not ferve my turn, nor ſave 
my {oul,. the mercies.that will |. 
do me good for eyer are Fas | 
things, | 


| 
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forever... | TW 1988 
Theſe are themercies that God 
hath:dropt into . your . boſoms ; 
oh the heirs of promile, and theſe | 
are. the mercies. deſcribed : and 
decipheredinthis Treatiſe, have . 
gone out to meaſure the Land .of 
Promiſe, and according to grace 
received, I have viewed it in the 


length and breadth thereof, and I 


- havenoreaſonto bring up an evil 


report on it; it's a Land flowing 


"with Milk and Honey, a bleſſed 


and beautiful Land, which God 
careth for, and it the. Lord de- 
light inyou, he will bring you in- 
to it, whatthough there be Gilats 


' and Anakims of :oppolition in 


Heavens way, fear them noc, for 


they 


The Preface to the Reader. 
they are bread for us, thall turn 
to the Saints nouriſhment, -and 


their defence is departed from 


' them; the Lord'is' with us, Let | 


not our hearts faint, God: will 


; ob afv 0.” £7 2 <2 


carry us as upon Eagles Wings, he - 


will give us a pillar of Cloud by 


day, and a pillar of fire by night ; ' 
fure mercies in the way, -and | 
everlaſting mercies in the end: | 
this is the true Arabia felix, yet far | 
beyond that, which thorigh it ; 
abounded with fpices and gold, | 


profits and: pleaſures, yet 


fies the fenſes of the inhabitants 
with its ——— ſweetneſs ; | 


but there's no nau 


you enjoy them, the more you 


dr 


hr' you take, rhe {weeter 
celliff : 


chings!.. | 


po after them, and the fuller 


they have : Oh the plea- | 
fure a foul may have in divine | 


pi- | 


colts diſguſt-* | 
ing of heavenly delights by thoſe : . 


thar partake thereof : the longer | 
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"The Preface 16 the Reader. 
thikgs! othet chings will Rink in 
comparifon of thefe_ taviſhing 


delights : n6 pleafires like thote - 


chat come from above : bur rhat 


| which adds ah Emphaſis to theſe 
' i, that they are ſure as well as 
| ſweet, abiding as well as abound- 


ky 
b 
; 


| ing pleafiires * God thi Author 


atid bbje@ of them is immutable, 
che ſptitts of themi, the love of 
God; the miericoriotis cauſe, 
Chriſts blood, the way. of con- 
veyance, precious ptomiſts, all 
theſe are ſettled ind the ſame, - 
as lotig as the ſoul needs mercies - 
it enjoysthem, for we have grace 
to help in tittie of need : God 


- will nor, ren canntiotpluck away 


theſe mercies from you, you thar 
have a well-grounded title there- 
unto : God will not, for the gifts 
and callings of God are withour 
repentance ; and whom he loves 
once he loves to the end : men 

| cannot 
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cannot for they are above and be- 


yond their reach : theſe mercies 


are made ſure to you by a (ove- 


| 


nant of Salt, which 15a ſymbole of. '! 


incorruption : they wear not. ; - 


away with length of time, norarec | 
they ſnatcht away by humanevi- | 
olence: the Tyrants rage cannot : 


pluck ſure mercies out of your 


hearts & hands: this conſideration | 
is of ſingular uſe in a loſing time, + 


men may take away our eſtates, 


liberties, priviledges, bur they | 
cannot take away. our mercies :. | 
they may degrade us and remove | 


us from our functions and offices, 
but cannot. diflettle our :ſouls 


fromrelation to Chriſt, or ſtate of | 


grace, or bleſſed influences of 


grace. When Popiſh Biſhops | 
crook from Jobn Huſſe the Chalice, : 
ſaying. Oh curſed Judas we take 


away from thee this Chalice of 
thy talvation, he anſwered, but 7 
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truſt | | | 
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| truſt unto God the Father onnipotent, 


— 


' and my Lord Jeſus Chriſt, for whoſe 


| ſake 1 ſuffer theſe things, that he will 


not take away the :Chalice of his re- 


; - demption, but bave aſtedfaft and firm 


hope, that this day T ſhall drink thereof 
in bis Kingdom : Yea, men may 
take away the members of the 
body, but not the graces and 
comforts of the ſoul : Nota- 


ble - is the Rlory 


of Agatha the primi- 
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tive- Martyr; who 


when Quintiian had 


commanded © her 


breaſts to be-cut off, 


art thou not aſhamed, 0 


Tyrant, ſaid ſhe, to cut 


off: that member in mt; 


Duintiliano dixiſf ferunt ex cu= 
yrs juſſu preciſe ſunt ipſs mam- 
mille, avon te pudtt, Tyrone 
membrum illud in me amputa'e, 
quod in matre ſuxiſti ? vorum, 


_ age ſevi quantum poteris : due 


tamen 'ſuperſunt mammilla, quas 
nequis attingere,  fides ua," ts 


" altira, he mibi vel in mediis tor= 
.nentya ſolamen & tutamen: ſuppe= 
ditant.& tarum alimento ſuſtinen- 


dt Uiifus in. Mt TeDaratuir = 


Dr. Arrow!ſ\, Tat. (ac. p.'195. * 


which thou ft uckedſt in thy 'mather ? but 


|. Lbto, rage-as much as thou canſt, yet 


; two breaſts are left, which thou-can 
not touch, the one of faith, the other of 


' hope,theſe ſupply me with comfort and 
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/ /ecyi inthe midſt of torments and abuns 
dant ſtren dats is repaired mn we 7 thenous 
riſhment [] 


It were 2.Jad ſtate, 


or ieyergr tyrants, make a PIEF! 


of ville ziches ? che gqgd things 


of Saints are inviſg le: happy are. 


'youwhoſe ngerczes ape divine, you! 


Omnia cm 
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JEET £41 - 
4ap8 pere= 

[4 / 241 2 ON 
ny prregrina 
regro patris 
eft eor..m, + 
ONUS ae 


necd not fear plundring or ſfpoil- 
ing of <a. Kyo theſe are; 
the rrue riches, though. you be! 
poor in this warld, yer jf you be! 
rich in fairh, ygu axe heirs of a. 
Kingdom ; you live as. ſtrangers] 
and P Pilgrims, for yqur eſtates lye: : 
in wan” and. indeed! 


a Chriſtians a Paradox in this, as 
Juſtin Martyr obſeryes gf. the anci-! 


eria yi pe- ent Chr iſtians, [4 hat they mhabit their 


Tegritd, 


Juſt. Mart. 0171 (ountrey but 45 ſtrangers, they 


__ ep.ad Dic 
vid. plura, 


8 have all things common with others as 


(#inewy 


roy by them Mg re. Alas, 

an iwmorral 
ſoul to haye nat but What. 
ſupplys corporal FaDtS ; how ; 
ſogn will worm, or math; orfire, 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
(itizens, yet ſuffer all things as Pil- 
grims, every ſtrange Region # their 


| Countrey, and every ( ountrey a ſtrange 
| Region: a Chriſtians politicks are 


ſeemingly contradictory, and. 


truly myſterious: they make a 


comimon:table, yer not polluted : 


. they are inthefleſh, bur live nos 
| afterthe fleſh: they live onearth, 
; bur have” their converſation jn 
: Heaven : they obey Laws eſta- 
.. bliſhed;yerbytheir way of living 
; g0-beyond laws : they-love all 
! and axe: perſecuted by all : they 
' are not known, yet condemned: 
| they, are killed, yer madealive : 
| theyaze poor, yet.inrich many 3 
' they want all things, yet abound 
' 1 allthings: they arediſgraced, 
; yetthereby honoured, exc. 'Thus 
-| heproceeds, ſhewing the ſtate of 
| Chriſtians , which is the ſame 


now: oh what a myſterie, yet 
felicity, it is to be a Saint ! all 
| things 
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ſafety inthe nudſt of t nw: and abuns 
dant ſtrength ws repaired m we by thenou- 
riſhment bop them OW re. art 
It were alad ſt an JOmagal 
{oul ro haye _ but xwhar 
ſupplys. corporal wants ;, how 
ſoon will worm, or math; or fire, 

or thieyesgr xyrams, make a prey 
of vilible riches ? che gogd things 
of Saints are inviſible: happy are 
'youwhoſe mgergies are divine,ypu 
need not fear plundring or ſpoil- | 
ing of yourbeſt goads; theſe are | 
the true riches, though you be | 
poorin this warld, e if. you be | 
rich in fairh, ygu arc heirs of a. 
*: Kingdo m; youlive 25 ſtrangers 
and Pilgrims, for your eſtares lye 

- in another-Cayntrey : and indeed 

"« a Chriſtians a Paradox in this, as 
& Juſtin Martyr obſeryes of .the anci- 
ent Chriſtians, that they inhabit their | 
_ 01n (ountrey but « ſtrangers, they | 

® haye all things common with others as | 


(Fw, J 


| 


mm ac. ta 4 . ts \0w x ad ay a\ mpaA g=—_ rin ward an oS A ws ww wa un Yo gw 


The Prefave to the Reader. 


(itizens, yet ſuffer all things as Pil- 
grims, every ſtrange Region i their 


| Countrey, andepery ( ountrey a ſtrange 


Region: a Chriſtians politicks are 
ſeemingly contradictory, and. 
tnily. myſterious : they make 2 
common-table, yet not polluted : 


they are inthe fleſh, bur live noc 


after the fleſh: they live on earth, 
bur have their converſation jn 
Heaven : they obey Laws eſta- 


 blifhed, yetbytheir way of living 
| 8a beyond laws : they-love all 
| and are; perſecuted by all: they 
; are not known, yet condemned.: 
| they are killed, yer madealive: 
| theyare poor, yet.inrich many-; 


they want all things, yet abound 
io allthings: they arediſgraced, 


| HR honoured, exc. 'Thus 
S 


he proceeds, ſhewing the ſtate of 


| Chriſtians , which is the ſame 


now: oh what a myſterie, yer 


| felicity, it is to be a Saint ! all 


things 
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things are yours, though nothing 


were yours; a Sajntby;Covenant. | 


hath"rtight to all,”atid ſhall have 
actual poſſeſliivn of what tis for 
his 'good : the: Saints/ rule:che 
earth; themſelvesbeing; tcramipled 


on by all : they-paſsxfirough the | 


worldas Conquetouts;and cafry 
the! ſpoils: along/with'rhem-as 
Trophies to dearhy, and'when deach 
is ſwallowed up-irr victory, theſe 
bleſſed-Chamipionscarife trritma- 


_ in-glory : Oh Chriſtians; | 
udy your ſtare, know your: pri- | 


viledges, be always _— 
c 


| - 


triumphin 

In Claro liver the rate of theſe 
imercies,”:make' no. reckoning of 
4 2p ! 38. L A R | l 
the: world butias 2 foot-ſtool to | 
raiſe-ypw-higher Crod-wards, or | 
as a:ſtepping-ſtone':to paſs for- 

ward-throngh "this dirry world | 


Heaven-wards, thereby. : bleſs | 


God-forthe leaſt outward mercy, | 
butbenot pur off with the great- ! 
| Fl eſt: | 
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eſt; alittle wich Grod is;enqugh, 


all things without God . are no- 


thing : | ſuppoſe you, be below 
the higher part of the duſt of the 
earthin riches, power, and glory, 
yer. you areaboye them ig, grace, 
true riches, and favour with the 
God of Heaven: therein he makes 
amends, as.che. Jews have'a Fable 
that the Waters Terreſtrial, in the 


beginning;took it ill they. muſt be. 
| ended rom.the Caleſtial by the, 


irmament : he pacifies then by 


* promiſing a Sacred uſe, of. them, 
| below inthe Tabernacle. of; the. 


Corenant : ſo although. you are, 
ow others in 5, things, 
yet in this you have. prehemi- 
nence..aboye them, that, you are 
intereſted in, and imployed abour: 
theſe Covenant-mercies2 this. is. 


| abundantcompenſarion.; benoc. / 


diſcouraged, whatever,you ſuffer 
here, 'tis not Hell, whatever you 


(2) loſe 
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loſe''f6&God:; Heaven will make 
amends; Fairhfuil' 1s' he that Hath 
promiſed, who 26; will doift'; 
God yerable to piy his debits, 
as. able and willivig $; 25 to the firſt 
nia" thi ever ited" for perfor< 
mahee* of k pronmfe*. Ply ny 
w__ awiy grambling'or charg- 
Go * (5 {one*tmen' are'tbo 
| jad ly" aGthfed') thar'Hhe minds 
not. Ty ke faich when Dinid 


throu h weaknels of fairh/bevan' 


rg ſtagyer, and expoltnlace, fay- 
is, doth; his promife "fail for erver- 


bo CT checks himfelF | 


, with that reffeftion, And T/aid, this 
1s My: infirinity, Pfat. 5s, 8. 10.--- © 


Ojtoin f- TE Were 2blefſet} thing (which. 
en Luther Wiiſherh for)? rhatour faith! | 


— T3. 


APES. 


firman eſſe were as -cettain 26d : frm xs the . 


quam & *e5 


F1{ay ern thing fr felf believed: but alas, fir | 


cone oRbic 106” thefeftt dork meGP the fpirir; 
ritui ut 


1]. poſ:em 1O' as-we<tannor fo fintly believe; 
fermiter” cre« as he complains : the'' way: to 


«7, Luthe 
ſtability 
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flability isaGting of faith; believe 
and /ye ſhall be. eftablifhed; - as 


long as we:confult with reaſon, 


we ſhall ſtill be fluctuating : per: 


tons expedient for eftabliſhmenr, 
after many temptations of :doubr 


' concetning;a'main article: of faith 
| was, an hearty humiliation and 


captivating. his underftanding to 
the obedience of faith 3: which 
brought fuch clear light of truth 
and certitude into his ſorl;;that 
there remained no reliques at all 
of dubitation : we may all cry 


| out with the Diſciples, Lord mz 
| creaſe oxr faith ,- alas, the want: of 
| faithis the root of all actual fins 
| andinfenfiblenefs , yea, the wane 


of a through periwaſion. of the 


| reality of divine things, undoth 
| the world, moſt men do but read 
' the Goſpel as. a fine fiction, or a 


well-compoſed + Romance, bur 


| work not their: hearts ro credix 


(az) theſe 
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theſe things : a may be, or 
may not be, in a conjectural un- 
certainty is all they arrive unto; 
however they do: not follow 
home the light and perſwaſions 
they have - alas, did ſouls ſeri- 
ouſly think of this, rhat as ſureas 


they are men or women, as cer- |. 
rainly as they eat. and drink, | 


work and ſleep, ſo certainly there 
is a God, a Chriſt, grace, pardon, 


guilt, Heaven, Hell, which they 


muſt very ſhortly feel, this could 
not but have a ſtrange influence 
upon their hearts and lives, their 
attections and converſations : oh 


what perſons ſhould Saints be, if | 
they lived under the through im- | 


preſſions and, convictions of. the 
_ certainty of divine revelations. 

It were a bleſſed effect if all the 
Treartiſes that have of late been 
writ, might convince this pro- 


phane and Atheiſtical world of |! 


the 
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the certainty of Chriſtianity, ma- 
ny have travelled much in this 
with good ſucceſs , ſeveral an- 
cient writers as ( lemens, Polycarpus, 7 Scutie. 


med. pa- 
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Juſtinus Martyr, Tatianus, Ireneus, nm— 


Athenagoras, Tertullian—— havepro- 
ved by demonſtrative arguments 


- the truth of Chriſtian Religion 
againſt Jews, Heathens,@&c.:and 


Grotius, Morney — of -late : and 
at this day Baxter, Stillingfleet, exc. 
have pur their ſickle into this Har- 


veſt, from whom the Church 


hath reaped precious fruit : Ipre- 
tend neither to the Learning or 
Authority of thoſe famous Wor- 


 thies,bur inſiſt only upon the Sure 
| Mercies of the Covenant, as a 


poor Superſtructure upon thoſe 


| Solid Foundations : -it was the 
; deſign of Luke the Evangeliſt, in 
| Writing his CToſpel to the noble 
| and excellent Theophilus, thar he 


f | 


mught be aſſured of the certainty of 
SH. (a3) thoſe 


The Preface to theReader. 
theſe -things' wherein. bg had: been, jy 
ſtrued, Lak. 1. 4; fuch a, delign 
have I ig: this;{mall piece. ',Qh 

- that ſome might ſtand out, and 
ſay, as the Diſciples, wpw. we are 
ſure, that. thou knoweſt all things —— 
by this we believe ''that thou comeſt 
forth from God, Joh.:16.30. oh rs, 
Rick not--in | an! uncerfain con- 
jecture, atrive at a full aſſurance 
of undertanding to the acknow- 
ledging of the myſterie of Gad, 
(ol. 2. 2. pray ior the ſpirit of Re- 
velation,. that you may . both | 
know the certainty of Goſpe]- 
mylteries and mercies, and your | 
own intereſt therein, that you : 
may both be ſtrong in faith and | 
full of comfort : advance higher | 
daily in-embracing unſeen things, | 
reſt not in a ſceprical-inexi or Phi- | 
lolophical .dubitation, bur ſtrive | 
tO arrive at an #42>% or firm de- | 
monſtration ; reſt your fouls | 
upon | 
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The Preface to the Reader ; g 


upon Divine Teſtimonies, as to 
the object of faith, and commir 
your ſouls to him in believing and 
well-doing for evidence of your 
ſtate : Remember that choice 
word, Hol. 6. 3. then ſhall we know 
if we follow on to know the Lord, his 
going forth is prepared as the morning, 
and be ſhall come unto us as the rain, 
45 the latter and former rain. unto the 
earth : that this and all other ſoul- 
helps may accompliſh this great 
end of your edification, conſo- 
lation, and ſalvation, ſhall be the 


earneſt Prayer of 
Your Soul-friend and 
| Servant i ( briſt. 
June 3. | 
1670. | 
O. H. 
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CHAP. 1I. 

What are the mercies of the Covenant. | 9 
...: T- The parties covenanting, | _- 
. 2+ The conſideration paid. I2 


> Zo The conditions required, which. are four. is 


| -- 4+ The $a that's God bimſelf. 03 
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\. I-IWhat Gods tothe ſoul in four things. 19 
-2 2. What Gad grants to it. 20 
| EE CHAP. III 

In what reſpefis theſe mercies are ſure. 26 

” I. Infallibility. © 28 
| 2. Immutability, 30 
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D& His Evangelical Prophet ads the 
2 © pattof' an Apoſtolical Preach- 
oe &f, deciphering our Year Sa- 

% + viour" as lively as if he: Writ 

EY thmjannge not-a Prophecy,asif 

DER ' he- [aw =—_ in. the Fleſh and 


x ww 43 


ties ' of bang , an 't Go founding 
ptoclamation, and pathetical Exhortation - 
B the 
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'The Sure Mercies of David. 


the ſons of men to embrace the ſaving bene- 


fits purcheſed by our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 

This Exhortation -is preſſed upon conlci- 
ences with four Arguments, whichare (as it 
were.) a. ſatisfying Anſwer tb as many tacit 
Obje&ions which may be made by unbeliev- 
ing ſouls,theſe arguments are drawn from the 


x. Freenefs, ver. x. 
Mm: " + "poi (far Goſpel-grace. 
4. Largneſs, ver. 5. 


1- A foul may fay, Alas, lam an unwor- 
thy wretch, I have nothing that can commend 
me to God, I have neither penny, nor penny» 


worth, money, nor price to give, neither | , 


grace nor good work to bring to God, may 1 
have a ſhare init? Yes, its free, come buy, for 
juſt nothing, ver. x. *r | _ 
2. But may the ſon! ſay, if it be ſo cheap, 
it may be its of as little worth, too dear of 
taking gratis, things of light price are often 
of as light uſe, and anſwer their rate, by 


being unprofitable, will it do me any. good? | 
O yes, its of vaſt advantage 3 if you take | 
| Pains for any thing. elſe,, you do but ſpend 


money for that which is no Bread, but it you 
obtain Goſpel-Grace, you eat that which it good, 
4nd your ſoul ſhall delight is ſelf in fameſt, 
Vere 26. Sehe9 Toy rw 
- 3+ But may Ihave aſhare in theſe Mexcies; 
fhall I not miſs of them, and when. I once 
have them hall I not loſe them again? :]. = 
but 


44 
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The Sure Mercies of David. 
but tAalized if I ſee ſuch ſweet morſels and 
cannot reach them, and I ſhall be more miſe- 


! 20 the ſecond they are the ſare mercies of David, 
_— x , C 2 $4 
_ 4+ But, alas may a, poor ſoul ſay, this is 
Childrens meat, what have doggs to. do with 
theſe dainties, Lam a finner of the Gen- 
tiles, ſalvation is of the Jews, and for the 
ews.; is there any hope for ſuch ſtrangers to 
the Common-wealth of. Tſ#ael 2 Yes, Jeſus 
Chriſt is giyen for a witneſs tothe people, to 


all people, 3. e. Gentiles, 2 Nation that ;thow | 


knoweſt not, and- Nations that: knew not thee, 
\ ſhall run unto thee, VEIe*4, 5. WES RE 

The Text falls under the third Argument, 

and contains, | PEA 

| 1; Adouble duty, bear, come, 3. e- believe, 
2. Adouble promiſe, of life, and Covenant. 
|, 1. Torr ſoul ſhall live; life is the flower and 
foundation of all outward mercies, but ſpiritu- 


4 allife tranſcends a corporal temporal life, which 


* isbuta dying life,or living death 3 Grace #s the 
life of the ſoul. Spiritual life is the (ced-plot 
of cternal life in Glory : mankind 1dRt life 
by hearing the charming temptations of the 
ſubtle Serpent ; life is recovered by hearing 
the gracious words of life from Jelus Chritt, 
Hear, and your fouls ſhall tive. | 
2. Iwill,make an everlaſting Covenant, with 
you; the words are in Hebrew, I will cut -4 
B 2 Covenant 


rable if 1 taſte ſuch pleaſant dainties, and have 
them ſnatcht away : he anſwers to the firſt, 
all hall be made over to you by a Covenant, and ' 


ſa. 49. 6. 


Fl The Sure Mercies of David. 


MINN) Covenant with you, the exprefſion hath allufi 
227 on to the ancient practice of entring Cove- 
"2 nants, which was by cutting a Beatt in two 

P:rcutian parts, and the partics Covenanting going be- 

vobiſewmm twixt thoſe parts, to note that after that 


rc manner ſhall that mans members be divided 


jus menbra that ſhall violate that ſolemn Covenant : Seel. 


q'3 jura- the practice, in Gen. 15. 17, 18. Fer. 34. 18+ 

mertum Vi Now the great Contents of this Covenant 

0/471. are exprefſed in theſe words which I have 
pickt out, and piccht upon to ſpeak fully 
to, Even the ſure mercies of Davia. : which 
contain, 


I. The ſumm of the Covenant, 5. e. mer-l 


Ces, 

2. The nature of thoſe mercies, 7. e. ſure. 

3- The ſubject of the mercies, David. 

There is not much difficulty in the words, 
only *tis diſputed , what is meant þy David 
here- Now in Scripture David is taken, 
7. For literal Dawd. 2. For myſtical Da- 
vid, Feſis .Chriſft' : it may be applicable very 
properly both wayes here... 

$ It may be taken for the perſon of Da 
vid the Son of Feſſe, Ring of Iſrael; and then 
the mercies of David are the choice promi- 
fes that God made with his fervarit David, 
deſcribed in 2 Sam.7.13---17.and in Pſal.$9. 
Some rnake the firſt words of h 
be the title of it, and render it thus, T wil 


fing of the mercies of David, becauſe Gods Co- | 


venant with David is abundantly held forth 
in that Palm. But this phraſe doth rather 
alude to 2 Chron. 6: 42s where Solomon thus 


prayes, 


at Pſalm to} 


The Sure Mercies of David. 5 
prayes, Remember the mercies of David thy 
Servant. 

WO 2. By David is meant Feſws Chriſt who is 
be-| of the ſeed. of David according to the fleth, | 
hat | Rem. 1. 3- and called by this name of Da- 4. 13.23. 
led} vid frequently in the Old Teſtament, as in 
- Ezek. 34+ 23, 34+ cc. 37- 24, 25- Hoſe 3- 5+ 
0 | and I doxather conceive this to be the mean- 
ant} ing of the words, than the former, for theſe 
ave two reaſons. 1. Becauſe in the New Telta- 
ally ment, where theſe words are quoted, the 
ich} Holy Ghoſt applyes it to Jeſus Chriſt, A. 
| 13- 34+ 1 will give you the ſure mercies of 
2er-y. David ; indeed the Greek renders it- different 
| -| from the Original of the Old Teſtament, for 
ere} thus they read it,74 571a A274 T4 m4, accord- 
| 10g to the Szptuagint : in Engliſh, the faithfut 
ds, holy things off Davids but all comes unto one, 
vid} for the mercies of . the | Covenant are holy 
nj things 3 But obſerve the: ſcope of that quo- 
Da- tation in the Ads, which is to.prove Chriſts\ 
ery} Reſurrection, for if Chriſt had not riſen from 
the dead, the promiſes had not been made good, 
Ds} fo that ill -it. relates to Chriſt... 24 Another 
hen} conſideration that moves me to conceive that 
mr! by David here is :meant Feſus Chriſt, is what 
vid,} follows in the fourth verſe, T have given him, 
89} (3.e. David before mentioned or Chriſt) for a 
to! witheſs to the people, ( i-e.a witneſs to teſtitic 
wil| Gods veracity in performing all his. promi- 
L0-f ſes;) fo then the words may be thus read, I 
rth} will make an everlaſting Covenant with you, 
her} according to the ſure mercies of David, 3. e. 
bus} the Mctliaþ, who is .to come. z the mercics 
fel - _. before 
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before promiſed, and to be exhibited in and 
by him in the fulneſs of time : the words 


117 17DN are but few, being but three, yet they are full 


DIDNST 


of ſenſe and ſignificancy, and are big-bellyed, 


travelling with the precious myſteries of Goz| 


 ſpel-grace. 


I ſhall only name ſome Do&rinal: obſerva- 
tions by the way fromthe Text, and pitch up- 
ON ONe- 


Do&. 1. The Covenant of Grace is made up 
of mercies, its a compound of mercies, the root, 
the brauches, the top, the bottom of this Chariot 
# love, grate. grace, all free-grace. 

2. Covenant-mercies are ſure mercies, they 
are not like the uncertain riches of this world, 
the true theaſure is a ſure treaſure, the better 
part that cannot be taken away. | 

3- The ſure mercies of the Covenant are Da- 
vids portion : 'take David bere literally and 


Saints in bim, fo it ſignifies beloved : all Gods| 


Davids or beloved - ones have right to Covenant- 
mereess 7: oF 


4+ Jeſus Chrift alone dnth make ſure ll 


the ' mercies of the Coverrant : ſo take it in the 
latter acceptation, as David imports the Meſ- 


fiah. 


I ſhall rather give you the ſubſtance of | 


the Text,and the fore-mentioned Do&rines in 
this one Propoſition. ' © © - *? . 


_ Do. That Covenant-mercies made in Chrift, 
ere mage ſure by Chrift to all the heirs of a 


Of OTE Yo 


ITT: ©. 
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The mercies which the Mcfliah procureth 
and applyecth are ſure mercies. 

That -the Covenant of Grace is made in 
Chriſt ſee, Ifa. 49. 8. Twill preſerve thee, and 


| give thee for a Covenant of the people, 1. e, the 


Mediatour of the Covenant 3 fo the Apoſtle cx- 
pounds it, calling Jeſus Chriſt, a ſurety of a 
better Teftamens, or Covenant, and again, he 
calls him the Mediatour of the New Tefta- 
ment 3 And as the promiſes are made good 
in Chriſt, ſo they are made good by Chriſt. 
2 Cor. 1. 20» for all the promiſes of God in him 
are" yea, and inhim Amen, untothe glory of God 
by us, i. e: they are ratified, confirmed, and 
applyed by vertue of Chrifts own meritori- 
ous undertakings : a full Text we have in 
Rom. 15. 8. Now I ſay, that Jeſus Chriſt was 
a Miniſter of the Circumciſion for the truth 
of God to confirm the promiſes made unto the 
Fathers ; hence it is that he hath ſealed the Co- 


- venant, both by his pexſon, atings, and Tuffer- 


ings,( a5 afterwards I ſhall particularly demon- 
ſirate) ſo that the mercies muſt 'nceds beſure 3 
David the ſubje& of theſe mercies doth ac- 
knowledge the ſuxeneſs of them, even in the 
Old Teſtament, in that famous Text, 2 Sam. 
23. 5- Although m bouſe be not ſo with God, 
(3. e. for outward ſplendour, according to the 
deſcription ofa magnificent family, ver-4.) yer 
he bath made with me an everlaſting Covenant, 
ordered in all things and ſure; as it he ſhould 
lay, *Tis true indeed, God hath performed 

is good word to me in making/me King, 


but alas fill wy heart is full of corruptions, 


B 4 and 
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and-my houſe of diſtractions ; though the.Sun 
be riſen pon me, yet I,cannot ſay its a morn- 
ing without clouds 3 *tis ſadly eclipſed and 
. overcaſt with the obſcuring clouds, of tempta- 


tions-upon. mez I havg, committed grievous| 


fins which darken my glory, damp my com- 
| fort : Ammon commits Inceſt with his Siſter, 
Abſalon Rebells againſt ,his Father ; I am 
driven from my Throne.and City, my whole 
Family is wofully broken, ſhattered and dif- 
compoſed; well, but I have a well-ordered 
Covenant, in the midft: of all my diſorder, 
When I am driven from mine-own houſe, | 
am not ſure that ever I ſhall return to it,” but 
this Covenant is ſure z my outward. con- 
dition is uncertain, but the beſt mercies 
of this bleſſed Covenant are fo ſolid and ſub: 
ſantial, that I atn ſatisfied therewith 3 1þ- he 
deny me the temporal mercies therein contain; 
ed, yet if I have the ſpiritual mercies. thercoh, 
that is - enough for me, for 3t is.all my ſaluati- 
04 and all my deſire, although he make it uot u 
grow, i.e. though his bleſſing upon my houſe 
be not as the tender grals, ſpringing out of the 
earth by clear ſhining after the-Rain, and 
multiply my family, in making it cither nw 
merous or wealthy, potent or' magnificent, I 
have all that I look for, and that which gives 
cies of this blefſed Covenant : ' * 
- For the more diſtin and 
ling of, this- choice ſubje&, I ſhall in the 
Dodtrinal part open theſe four, particulars or 
principal points, and endeayour to ſhew, * . 
. $8 | * *" 1» What 


me content, I haye theſe ſweet and ſure mer- 
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The $ are Mercies of David. 


-.-15 What are the mercics of ,the Covenant? 
2, In what reſpeas they are ſaid to be 
made ſure ? 2 EM. 


..3- By what waycs and means they are in- 
4+ How they are ſaid to be made ſure in 
Chriſt, | \ ied | 


[m——_ 
——C 


CHAP. HH 
1- 7 O R'the firſt point, 7/hat are the mercieg 

L of the Covenant : and here Imight pre- 
pare the way by declaring what; a Covenant 
15, and give ſome deſcription of this New Co- 
venant, and diſtinions about it but I ſhall 
rather wave that, becauſe it's ſo abundantly 
done already. by ſo many able hands, Only 
for our preſent purpole, take notice, that in all 


ates ca 


®./ 


Contracts or Covenants, yea in any ordinary Mr. Herle 


Conyeyance, there axe four things yery - conſi- 
derable, yea and eſſentially requiſite... 1. There 
is the parties Covenanting. 2. The Conſide- 
ration paid, or laid down. 3; The conditi- 
ons required and performed. : 4. The-tenour 
and graunt.in. which K runs, or the priviledge 
fo be injoyed, npon- the conditions, and con- 
fideration, called in our writings the habey- 
dum, or the thing that we muſt have and hold : 
Now all.theſe are cither expreſſly or impli- 

citly held forth in one Scripture, which is 
Heb, 8. 10. 1. There is the parties Cove- 
nanting, 1 and the houſe of Trael, | this is the 
Covenant that T will make with the bouſe of 
Iſragl.]. 2. Here is the conſideration evidently 
| FA umplyed 


his Chrj- 
tian Wiſ. 
dom, chay. 
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mnplyed in theſe words, | after thoſe days 7] i.e, 
after thoſe 'dayes of Types, Shadows, and Pro- 
phecies, in the fulneſs of time, the Meſſiah ſhall 
come, who i the ſubſtance, and will ſatisfic 
divine juſtice , and make an Attonement: 
3. Here is the condition of the Covenant, 
| Plainly expreſſed in theſe words, [ I will put 
2ty Laws into their mind, and write them in 
their hearts ] i.e, I will give that which I re- 
quire, I will put within” them a principle of 
Grace that they may love me, believe in me, 
repent for fin, and obey the Goſpel : that*s the 
third. 4. Here's the'grant,” or good to be 


enjoyed, which is the end and reſult of all the} 


former, viz. I will be to them a God, and they 
ſhall be to me a people, | 7.e. whatſoever I am, 
or have, or can do, who arm omnipotent, ſhall 
be imployed for their good ; or whatſoever 
they would chooſe a God fox, or defire to be 
in a God, that will I be to'thetm, with whom 
I contra this Covenant, and I will own theit 
as my peculiar people. "Now the mercies of 


the Covenant conlift in theſe four particulars, 


eſpecially.in the laſt, 


I ſhall a little open theſe, that we may the 


better find out the mercies wrapt in the Co- 
venant of Grace. þ = 
7- The parties that enter this Covenant, 


are-God, and man; Oh the infinite diſtance 


and* vaſt difproportion ! quantus quantillo ? 
Heaven makes a match with earth, the great 


Creator with a mortal creature, the glorious | 


King with a filly beggar ! is not this a. ricti 
mercy ? ſhall the Cedar in Lebayoy contra@Q a 
| | | League 


CTA 
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League not only with the contemptible ſhrub, 
but with the pricking offenſive thiftle ? ſhall 
the Sun of Righteouſneſs convey beams of 
love to ſuch worthleſs worms, yea to ſuch 
ſtinking dung-hills ? ſhall the beauty of holi- 
nels be confederate with ſorry man who is 
but.a lump of vanity or maſs of impurity ? 
Yet thus it is, and this is tranſcendent mercy 3 
there*s mercy in a Covenant, God might have 
dealt with man in a way of abſolute ſove- 
raignty, and done with man even as he plea(- 
ed, without giving us account of his matters 3 
but he treats with man in a rational way, 


| above the capacity of other creatures : God 


takes man up to parly and treat with him, as 


though he were his equal, what #' man that Pal. 8. 4. 


$ 


thoy art thus mindful of bim ? or the Son of 
man that thru viſiteſt him ? this mutual fiipu- 
lation is infinite condeſcention on Gods part, 
and advancement on mans : man, only man 
of all the Creatures is 'the ſubje& of this 
Covenant, Angels had no need of it, De- 


vils had no hope by it, bruit Creatures . 


were not capable of it, only man, and 
fallen man hath intereſt in it, and benefit by 


it. Oh the mercy there is in a Covenant of 


reconciliation! - even after man had turned 
bankrupt, ſpent a fair cſiate, broken Covenant, 


* and brought himſelf into a deſperate calc, that 
{ yet God ſhould forget what was paſt, enter 


into a new and better Covenant, betruſt him 
with a new ſtock, and yet lay help ( not upon 
fooliſh mans weak ſhoulders, but ) upon 
one that's mighty to ſave ? Oh rich, O tran- 
whe ſcendent 
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ſcendent Love ! this leads us to the ſecond 
thing in this Covenant. 

2. The conſideration - paid, that*s Jeſus 
Chriſt, and he is eminently the. gift of - God, 
ſuch -a gift as never came out of the hands of 
God, and was never received by thezands of 
mortal man, a rich and inriching gift, a gift 
proceeding from love, ſo God loved the world, 
that be gave his Son, Joh. 3- 16. Chriſt is: {e- 
veral wayes 2 gift, 1- Nob, to us, 1 Cor. 
I. 30. who of God is made unto us wiſdom. 
2. Pro nobis, for us, Gal. 2. 20. Who loved me, 
and gave himſelf for me. 3- Pre nobis, before 


us, as an example, copy and pattern, as he 


ſuffered for us, ſo he left us an example, 1 Pet, 


. 2. 21» . 4+ In nobis, in us, ſo Chriſt is ſaid to 


dwell in our bearts by faith, Eph. 3. 17. thus 


Chriſt is given to believers by fancihcation, 
and inhabitation of hjs ſpirit. Now, *tis the 
ſecond way principally whereby Chriſt is the 
conſideration or price paid in this new Cove- 
nant, viz. as he is given for us, a valuable 
conſideration to paciftie wrath and fatisfic 
juſtice ; thus is Jeſus Chriſt the Lutroz or 
price of our Redemption, we are bought witb 
a price, 1 Cor. 6. 20. ſuch a price as: never 


was paid, men 'pay money to purchaſe. great. . 


poſſeſſions, but we were not redeemed with 
corruptible things as Silver and Gold —— but 
with bled, yea with the precious blocd of Chriſt, 
1 Pet. 1. 18, 19. without ſhedding of blood 
there could be no remiſſion, yet the blood of. 
Bulls or Goats could never take away - {in 


Hed, 9:22 nay thehlood of all the men upon earth could 


_ never 
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ERR waſh away the guilt of the leaft fin - 


no no, it muſtbe the blood of the immaculate 
Lamb, the blood of God 3; fo called from 
the union of the two natures, and communi- 
cation of idioms or properties : and' this is 


| the price paid, the Father found out a ran- 


ſome,and our dear Saviour gave himſelf a ran- 
ſome ;, certainly this 'is a tranſcendent mercy 
of the New Covenant. I diſpute not thoſe 
nice Controverſies, whether God could not 
have pardoned and faved man without the 
conſideration of Chriſts undertakings 3 or 
how God in juſtice can charge guilt .and tor- 
ment upon an innocent perſon ; this I am ſure 
is Gods way of faving fouls, and we muſt 
not diſpute but believe, that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Mecdiatour of the Covenant, and the price of 
our Redemption, as God-man 3 and this is 
the Marrow of the rich mercy and deep 


myfterie contained in the Goſpel. 


3- Ina Covenant 1s contained the conditi- 
ons thereof z what God requires of us, with- 
out which we can have' no benetit by the 


Covenant 3. theſe alſo are to be reckoned as 


mercies of the Covenant on Gods part, as 
well as daties on our part, for they are ſc- 


|| cured and effeQed 'in us, as well as com- 


manded and required by God. Lither 
makes this to be the main difference betwixt 
the two Covenants; the Covenant of works 
requires obedience but gives no ftrength 3 


| but the Covenant of Grace ingageth the 


Grace of God for the EleRs pertormance 
of the conditions ; hence it is, that wha 


the 


- "-» 
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I Tim, 2.6. 


v 


- fpir. & It- 


Eph. 1:19 ceeding greatneſs of his power to all then 
that believe put forth to create an a& of (| 
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Puodiex the Law commandeth, the Goſpel prom 
ampera', ſeth z what God requireth, Chriſt procurethz 
prareev9%. What juſtice demandeth, our dear ſayiour pur: 
geum da: Chaſcth and worketh by his ſpirit in the heart: 
quod lex faith is the. great Goſpel-condition,, where. 
exigit: by Chriſt with all his benefits become ours 
Avg. de ut faith is the gift of God, and zone can com 
zo Chriſt, except the Father draw him, Joh, 
6. 44. Alas it is as impoſlible to. believe in 
Chriſt as to keep the Moral Law from princi- 
ples of corrupted nature ; our ſtate had been 
{ad, and forlorn fiill; if God had not under 
Due D'0 taken to work the faith which he requireth; 
ag ad tis only the arm of omnipotency that ca 
im draw thefoultoChriſi, Jeſus is the only Au 
Heb. 12.3. thor and finiſher of our faith, there is an & 


(5. 


ving faith ; all they that have felt it, can teſti 
fie that this is a rich mercy, and this 
one of the mercies of the Covenant. 5 
More particularly there are four choic 
diſpoſitions promiſed in the Covenant 
Grace, which are Covenant-mercies. . 4 
I. Saving illumination, Jer.3 1-34- they ſhal 
all know me ſaith the Lord, by nature we art 
blind and blockiſh creatures, but the new Co: 
venant brings light and ſight to the ignorant & 
erring inner 3 and Oh what a mercy is it to 
know God and Chriſt, and fin and miſery, 


} 
/ 


and duty and felicity, to know Scripture 
truths and Goſpcl-myſteries, our own hearts 
and the ſweetnels of Grace 3 heaven and the 
way thither ? certainly ſuch ſaving knowledge 
| 5 
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is worth a world; -truly ſuch* light is Geer, 
and a pleaſant thing it is for the eye of the 


ſoul to behold the Sun of Righteouſneſs ; and 
the beauty of Heaven: what blind Bertimexs 
would not own it as a rich mercy to have his 
eyes. opened ? and is it not a bleſſed thing 


om} to be tranſlated out of __—_ darkneſs into 
O 


this marvelous light ? happy are the eyes 


that are annointed with the new-covenant 


ack eye-falve, and behold Cealeſtial objeas 
oj through this Divine optick of faith, and be- 
. T1 faithful guides to the feet of an holy 
;} life ! 


2. Sound humiliation, this is another Co« 
venant-mercy, Ezeck. 11. 19, —— I will take 


4 the ſtony beart ont of their fleſh, and will give 


them an heart of fleſh : a broken heart is. in- 
ſiead of many Sacritices ; an hard heart is the 


| greateſt judgement,and a ſoft heart the great- 
v} eſt mercy 3 repentance is Gods gift bound up 


in the Covenant of Grace :; our ſweet and 
blefſed Redeemer is exalted as well to be a 
Prince that he may give Repentance,as to be a 
Saviour to give unto us remithon of fins : 


i} Oh what a mercy is. the ſpirit of Repen- 


tance. ? they that have this Godly ſorrow 
ſhall never need to ſorrow for it; ſuch a Re- 
pentance needs not to be repented of : bleſſed 
ere they that mourn for fin, for they ſhall re- 
joyee 3 happy ſuch as ſow in tears, for they ſhall 


| reap in: joy ! certainly a Converted.fmner looks 


"Pas repenting heart as a rich mercy : one 
penitent tear is an orient pearl, of more 
worth than the whole Creation, a m_—_ 

ou 
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ſoul is ablefſed ſight in the eyes of God and| | 
man, it Jayes the Chriſtian under the promie| jnc 
of the Covenant, and qualifies it for remiſſion pu 
-and the ſweeteſt conſolation. | 

3- Another Covenant-mercy with reſpedj wy 
to the condition is  heart-ſan@ification, Ezek| is 
36. 25. Twill ſprinkle - clean water upon youl ler 
and you ſhall be' clean; this is the mercy thalſ ble 
David is fo importunate-for, create 7 me uf Go 
clean heart, no leſs than creation will effect it | the 
a putting off the old man, and putting on thif tra 
new in a found Regeneration, is a miraculouy cor 
mercy. Oh what would a poor foul give fa cen 
dominion over ſome ſpecial corruptions,” and 
power to refift temptations 3 why here it is 
this mercy of mortification (which is allo 1 
Chriſtians duty ) is infolded in this bleſſed 
Goſpel-Covenant, ſo that fin ſhall not have 
Dominion over them that are under this 
Covenant of Grace : ' = Chriſtian caÞ dot 
do mote- to mortifie fin, and Crucifte the} the 
fleſh than another man 5 every word of God 
hath a cleanſing - vertne, ow you are clean, 
{aith Chriſt, through the word that T have ſpoken 
to you ; but the promiſes. of the Covenant 
have a dire& and immediate tendency t0 
cleanſing, '2 Cor. 7. 1. having theſe promiſes} are 
(7. e. the fore-mentioned: Covenant }) let il nar 
cleanſe our ſelves from all filthineſs, both | ben 
' fleſh and ſpirit : it is only the Goſpel-Cove;| par 
nant that can make Evangelically holy : and} 1w 
holineſs is the image of God, the beauty of 1 
ſoul, the duty of a Chriſtian, and the mercy| the 
of the Covenant. | 
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+4» A ſpiritual converſation, 3. this is alſo 
included in the Covenant, Ezek. 36. 27. I will 

put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you to walk, 

in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my Command- 
ments and do them : Oh what a bleſſed thing 

is it to have a heart to love, and fear, and 

ſerve the Lord ? Oh what a mercy to be ina- 

bled to perform holy duties; to. walk with 


God in all. wayes of well-pleaſing ! to have Jer-31. $3: 


the Law of God written in the heart, and 
tranſcribed in the life ! yea to keep Gods + 
commands with eaſe, alacxity, and compla- 
cency, not to have them gricvous but pleaſant | 
tothe ſoul 3 and thus it is when the Chri- 
ſian a&s from an innate principle of Grace 
and Holineſs ; well, this is the- promiſed and 
purchaſed condition of the New Covenant 3 


| God undertakes to put a new habit inta_ the 


ſoul, his fear which is the beginning of Wiſ- 
dom, and principle of obedience : God gives 
the ſpirit of prayer, the ſpirit of power, love; 


| andoof a ſound mind 3 he promiſeth to give 2 Tim.1,5. 


them one heart and one way, that they may 
fear him for ever : Oh what rich mercies of Jer.32. 39» 
the New Covenant are theſe? 

4. Yet the great. mercies of the Covenant 
are behind, under the next head, for a Cove- 
nant, contra, conveyance. contains the Ha- 
bendum or grant, refleting advantage to the 
party Covenanting, and that in theſe words; 
I will be thy God, this is repeated fifteen or 
lxteen times in the Scriptures : this, this is 
the mercy of the New Govenant, the mercy 
of - mexcies, the flower, cream. and quint- 

C Elcence 
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eſcence of all mercies, God gives himſelf to 

the foul! by Covenant, and what greater or 

better gift can hc beſtow ? if| he ſhould give 

us all the world and deny himſelf, we are 
miſerable beggars 3 if he give himſelf and 
nothing of the world we arc truly rich; if 

we have God we have all things,\ if we want 

Pew 1s God we want all things : my God is my All, 


i 


ppg faich one, *tis recorded of Thomas Aquinat 
fifti Thoma ( the great School-man ) that a voice from 
q id pet. Heaven ſpake thus to: him, thou baft well wri- 
Reſp. ! ye, Thomas, what defireft thon, and that 
—_ '* he anſwer thus, #othing O Lord, but thy ſelf; 
this certainly: is the Language of a graciow 
foul, Lord put me not off with any thing 
below or beſides thy ſelf : what mortal Cres 
ture durſt have preſumed to beg of God fuch 
a bobn, if God had not graciouſly promiled 
himſelt in the New Covenant ? what can the 


creature defire more ? what can 1t now wantf - 


when it hath an inhnite God ? all that God js, 
hath, or doth is now imployed for the foul 
good, all his attributes and the good of then 
are laid out for rhe Covenanted foul : thi 
word, my Lord and my Gid, ecchoing to the 
other relative, I will be thy God, are wonder 
ful (weet , as they uſe to ſay of the pro 
K:lativs moun my, or mine, that though it be of the 
ſont mini" Jeajt entity, yet it is of the greateſt efficacy, 
— ſuppoſe a man could with one caſi of his et 
v0 effica-take & view of the perfetions of the whole 
ci, Creation z what were all theſe things to hin 
if he have no intercſt in them ? a clear titl 


| to a good thing compleats the comfort we 
have 
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have therein'; if God were nat our God we 
could have no comfort from thoughts of him, 
what is God ( faith one ) if he be not my 
God? if he be not our friend, he will be our 
enemy, and we had better have the whole 
Creation againſt us, than one God againſt us : 
and if God be for us, who can be againſt -us ? 
Now in the Covenant of Grace God under- 
takes to be our God, and this is properly that 
-which this Text intends, called the ſure mer- 
4iex of David, not in- the lingular but the plu- 
ral number, as I conceive, for theſe two rea» 
ſons 3 1. Becauſe God is the fountain, ſpring, 


ſis mens ? 


and original of all mercies,” all my ſprings are Pſal.86. 5, 
in #bee; faith David, hence God is fatd to be 15. 


plenteous in mercy, and he is the Father of 
mereies : all mercies are vertually, eminently, 
and tranſcendently in God, and he that hath 
him that hath all things, hath all chings him- 


felf. 2. Becauſe the Covenant is big-bellyed, ;n ia. 


if contains all mercies in it, when any one is 
entred into Covenant behold a Gad, a Troop, 
a Train of Mercies wait upon him ; the Co- 
venant is a blefſed conſtellation, and all the 
Starrs of Goſpel-promiſes do lend their aid 
to beautifie the Coyenanted ſoul. | 

Take a taſte of the mercies of the Cove- 
nant in both theſe reſpe&s ;, as | 

T- What God is to the ſoul, and fo what 
mercies are bound up in the Covenant 3 in 
that rxeſpeR;, this take in four particulars ; 


''I» God is all ſweet relations to the ſoul Plalohoz. 
mterefied in; he is a Father to them, 2 Cor. ,, 


6. 18. an Hasvand, thy maker is thine Huf- 
| 'G 3 banZ, 
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band, 1fa. 54. 5- a near and. boſome friend, Jami. 

2+ 23. Abrabam was called the friend of God, 

ſo conſequently God was his friend 3 for this 
Covenant. begets and contraQts* the moſt en- 

+. deared bond of intimate friendſhip betwixt 

*. God and the ſoul, and if there can be any 
xelation, yet-that holdeth . forth more-tender- 

neſs ofi affe&ion. z that. and much more' is 

Co ſult Wa, God to.the gracious ſoul, as one whom his mo- 
49-155 1% ther comfortetb, ſo will I comfort you, Iſa 66. 13, 


Jer. 3ST nay the . Scripture doth tetiifie more affe@io- 


nate workings in Gods heart:towards his peo-[! 


ple than, can be found in the moſt indulgent 


Parcnts .to their- Natural off-ſpring : *the| 
.., {wectnefs of all relations proceed from Gad, |: 


theretore to/be found - in. God: : our relative 


afteQion js but a drop to this Fountain, and |! 
our content in rce}ations 15-no. otherwiſe ſweet 1 


than as flowing from hjm, : or with relation 
to. him : that's the firſt, God-in Covenant 15 
the quinteſcence of all relations. 


2. God. is all things, pleaſant, defireable 


and. honourable 3 hence we are bidderr to']' 


Pſa!, 34.8. taſte and ſce-how good the Lord is, and--to 
p29 1 delight our ſelves in the Lord, and at his right 
122” hand there are everlaſting, pleaſures 3 he he 


alone is. the center and '{ettlement of oup de- | 


tires, he alone. is the' rock and reft of the 
Pſal.116.7, tlactuating. foul, therefore David . doth 
- charge. his. faul to return to God as his reſt: 

God. only, is. the. Sabbath and ſolace of* the 

ﬆ'::7 ;Chriſtians {oul:; the Heaven of that Heaven of 
_ Heavens 4s,Communion with God : no de- 

tires ſo inſatiable but may be ſatisfied with an. 

"9h infinite 
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nfinite* Gol] ; if 'regularly carryed out -to- 

wards him, Oh what a blefſed thing'is it-to 

have God to: be the 6bje&t of onr:delight + - 
dhe 'alone is our glory.and honour, the Pſal. 3. 3. 
God 'of Heaven+*is' the Ring of Glory; and Þ{424-10, 
ke alotie is the Glory: of a people or: perſon; 

the * only Ornament to have 'a'God an Cove-' 

tant, Tfa.'28. 5. when the glorions beauty ſhall 

h as 'a fading flower ——' then ſhall +he Lord: 

f Hoſts befor '# Crown 'of* Glory Cinftead of 

their Crown of pride; ver. 3- ) and' for; Di- 

dem - of beauty to- the 7bfidue of his: people: : 


Ot blefſed and -beantifut Ornament !:- 


#2. God is'alF things for fafety and defence 


[his covenanted people, he-is-4 Sul) anda Plals 89.207 | 


S#1d'2 Sun to dire@t i: times.af darkneſs, 91 37- 
iShicld to prote& in' times of danger: there 
it ſeven words in'Pſal? 8.'2: that: ſer:forth 
this ſelf-ſame thing what a Prote&ion: God is 


| o-his Children. 1. 4 Rock. 24 A Fortreſs, 


3" # Deliverer. 4. A Strength. 5-\A Buckler; 
6'The-Horn of his Sdlttion.. 7. "His "Highs 


'] Tower + every ore 'of theſe hath its :pecutax 


Emphaſis and Signtficaticy 3 I caritiot 'take noe 
tice of them all, only hint at the firft and laſly 
Rock" (you know J' is a natural *defehice} 
iTowerdgarr artificial defence, God is'both 
{a a fork”) by way-of Covenant; in«"2HE itt 
tſpecy 45 our God” amd Creatox,* in«the fc. 
Od #3:God-man, Medfator; appointed: 'to'be 
theory 'ftiecour 'an#* Helter of fallen *tmaris 


| nd! here we maybe Tafeand' freefrottithe 


tharing Lyon, theſravefiing/Bear/and /uncirs 
ang{,dPhilifin': he Hove is an hidingeplace 
ii Fits C 3 from 
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from the wind, a covert from the tempeſt 
———244 as the ſhadow bf @ great reck, in « 
weary land, Ifa. 32. 2. An admirable place 
you have in Jer. 17+ 2. @ throne, a gloriow 


- Throne, and a gloriows bigh Throne ;, and this 


Deut: 33. 


27: 


orſwirs. oil things, but God is better tha 


from the beginning is the place (not only df 
our defence, but ) of our ſanQuary: every 


word hath its proper weight, who dare pre|| .; 


fume to tneddle with a Throne or to-ſurprize 
a SanQtuary ?/ the Glory whereof will affright 


and appal them it's an high Throne, how caiſ | 


they reach it ? it is. from che beginning, the 
ancient of dayes, and © to everlaſting, and 
what mortal man. can lay fſtegeto this ſo im- 


pregnable a Tower ? the, eternal God is thi | 


Saints refuge, and underneath them are ever 
leſiing : armes, . therefore are they (afe from 
tote] telling, and fear of deſpecrare evils : that' 
the third. df $a | 

. God is all things for profit, advantag 
_- vſcfulneſs to the Saints, *tis ſaid, mony 


money;'and ani{wers all things, as a prect 
ous Saint uſed ta fay, God's good, wha 
gold's gone; no gain in the world like that 
that God'is to the fon), God is our riches 
treaſure, portion, inhevitance, and our all it 
#1; David-faxch, Pal: 73. 25, 26. whom. hay 
Ir: Heaptn but thee ? and, then ſaith, my fie 
etd-1ny-beart faileth, but 'God is the flycugtb. 
"Ny. heart, and - ty. Portion for ever 5.60 
5 fitly called the Saints -portion, . for. bt 
15. -ohe -La3infs portion, - as. if no. ons 
elle; and yet imtirely every ones, as if wholl 

| | theirs 


=D. 


pelt] theirs, as indeed he is, yet without diviſion, 
partition, or diminution. That's a nota- 
ble paſſage in that Goſpel-Covenant , ( at 
leaft one part of it, the mercy jn it we;axc 
ſpeaking of ) Gen. 15. 1+ fear not Abram, I 
am thy Shield, and thy exceeding great reward : 
1+ Thy. reward, as if it were ( as indecd it 
is ) reward enough to have God, if we have 
nothing elle, 2, A great reward worth 
(peaking of, not an inconſiderable trifle. but 


exceed ' it, none can expreſs the goodneſs gf 
God, but thoſe that experience it, . nor can 
they ſufficiently declare it, but is he mine? 
Yes. 4- By this Covenant he is thy exceeding 
great reward 3 Bleſſed are they that are in ſuch a 
caſe, Happy is that people wboſe-God is the Lord. 

Thus I have ſhewed what God is. : 

2. I ſhall alittle ſhew what Gad- gives and 
grants to the covenanted ſoul; there are ma- 
fy rich benefits, and advantages, which are 
indeed rich Covenant-mercics.. 

F» Pardon of (in; Jer. 31- 34. —+—— for T 
will fargive their iniquity, and 1 will remember 
their. fin no more : and oh what. a mercy. is 
pardon of fin ? ask David when he is roaring 
under his broken bones, and diſquiet ſpirit, 
whether pardon of fin be a-mercy, he will 
an{wer yes, O yes, I know-it, -and could even 
envy the happineſs of a pardoned finney, ; 


many times bleſſed is he #0 whom the Lord imn- 
puteth #0t iniquity ; this is a mercy that coſt 
| C 4 a great 
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Ch ilus & 
: Celum non 
agreat reward. 3. An exceeding great Ie- patiunty- 


| ward, no hyperbole can reach-it, much- leſs b1rbo.:x. 


Pla!. 144; 


'$r 


bleſſed is be whiſe tranſgreſſion is. for given, og _ 32. 


'24 


44 #0 to them good, d. now I am in Covenan: 
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a great rate, even the blood ofthe immaculat 
Lamb of God, *tis a mercy that God ſhew 
for his own fake - a mercy that eaſeth th 
guilty ſoul of an heavy burden, a mercy tha 
' hath ſweet and ſatisfying concomitants : bo: 
- the riches of this mercy. | 
- 2. Gods favour, love and tender compaſli ol 
"Jer. 32.40,41-I will make an everlaſting Covenat 
with them, that Twill not turn away from th 
#0 dothem good Tea I will rejoyce over then 


-with them T will ſeek and ſtudy by all mean 
'to promote their: ſpiritual and eternal =— 
[tage 3 yea and their temporal good alſo; | 
will be a-faſt an faithful friend to them 3 al 
my attributes ſhall contribute their afliſiance 
to help on the - deſign: of © mercy toward; 
them: and what 'God doth'for them is with 
his whole heart and with his whole ſoul, he 
wiliin thexelation of a. Father take care of hi 
"Etildren: and is/hot-that a mercy ?' 18 


- 3- GoſpekOrdinances 3 Ezek:: 39. 26 | 


T will make a Covenant of peate-with eh bom 


hd will ſer my 'Sdifiuary in'the" midht- of them) 


for evermore=——=- my Tabernacle alſo ſhall 
with them * 3. they ſhall have rhe» means of 
race; the viſible tokens of Gods! preſence; 
wayes of Cpmmunion with God, and is»n0t 
+his x rich*mercy3 David looke- upon /it'#s 
fo” m his- -baniſhment-from. Gods . houfe,” atid 
; every Child 6f'Ggd prizcthitat' a very high 
\ FMc, "This "19 one of the” mercies: of the Co 
* venabt,.\ wy andre PE Td + 

_ "2.7 "Stalonable aflitions, wikh a argi 


275 &. 
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Oh 
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uſe-of them : Pal. 8g. 30, 32,33. if © his 
Children forſake my Law———— then will 1 
viſit their tranſgreſſions with the rod ; *tis inhi- 
nite-mercy that God will take the pains .ta 
whip the offending Children: it is faithful- 
neſs to the great ends of the Covenant that 


God will fetch in his wandring ſheep by_ 


ſharpeſt means : it 1s ( as it were )) a cruel 
mercy tq let men alone in fin to haften their 
ruine : it is the Fathers care and kindneſs to 
chide and corrc@ his ſon, and it's as needful 
as food and raiment 3 a Child of God would 
rather be {courged to God, than allured from 
God in the paths of honey and butter : this 
Covenant-mercy doth 'change 'the natuje of 
the aMicion, and makes every thing to work 
for the ſouls beft God: this | bitter' potion: is 
an 'uſcfu} healing 'medicine 35 this ' ſtinging 
Sexpent is turned-into an harmleſs, nay help- 
ful'Rod,” with which the Lord works! won- 


dexs of * mercy upon and for the Covenanted ' 


foul. * 

\ But: time would fail me to enumerate the 
large Catalogue of Covenant-mercies : from 
this fountain ſtream, thoſe choice mercies- of 
treeonchation with God, filiation, the ſpirit 
of adoption, free admiſſion to the Throne of 
Grace; aeceptance of their perſons, audience 


of-their Prayers, aſſurance of Gods -love, 


peace of Conſcience, communion! of Saints, 
the benetits of Chrifts. Paſſion, Reſurre&ion, 


Aſcention, Interceffion, an intereſt in all the 
Promiles, Chriſts purchaſes, the ſpirits mo- | 


tions and comforts, freedom from «the wrath 
( s - : of 
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of God, the curſe of the Law, and <tert 
death, and laſtly, an intereſt in, and at deatlf 
a full poſſeſſion of the inheritance of th, 
Saints in light : theſe and ſuch like are th 
mercies of the Covenant 3 in a word, all th 
goodneſs that is in God, and all the ge 
things of the world, that are communicab 
to the ele, are to be accounted as the ſa 
— David : That's for the faſt gener 
head, ' : 


_—_____ 


GO 


CHAP. IIL 


2. FN what reſpeRts theſe mercies of th 
Covenant arc made ſure : for this ob 
ſerve, that there are ſome things abſolutch 
and unchangeably ſure, as to their own n+ 
ture by an inrrinſecal neceflity 3 thus God 
immutable effence is hxed z with him ther 
is no variableneſs nor ſhadow of change: 
thus though the Heavens periſh yct . Gol 
endures, - be is ſtill the ſame and his yea 
bave no end, Plal. 102: 24. 27+ thus 
God alone is the certain and unmoyeabk 
center of the whole Cteation he is the Rod 
of Ages, originally, infinitely, and indeper| 
dently ſure, and ſo is nothing beſides : -othet 
things are ſure jare poſitive, not of then 
ſelves, but by vertue of Gods appointment 
and deſignation , invariable , irrevocable} ar 
ſo as it ſhall not be altered, otherwayes or 8 
dered, no new way contrived to fave loft 
man3 thus the Scriptures are ſure for n 
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0 Lord thy Word is ſetled in Heaven, and our Pſal. 119. 
i Saviour r 

th jot or one 2ittle ſhall iz no wiſe paſs the 
, yi 8ll all be fulfilled, and this —_ the 


ith, #5ll beayen and earth paſs, one *9* 


Covenant of Grace, ſure not of any intrinſecal 
neceſſity, reſulting from its nature, but free 
to. be or not to be as the infinite God ſees 
good. 3 as a Covenant it depends meerly on 
Gods free-grace for making it, God might 


| have forborn re-entring this New Covenant, 


but have deajt with man as with the lapſed 
Angels ; or he might have reſerved to himſelf 


'} a power of revocation, to have called in his 


patent, .and ſhut up his Office of mercy, buc 
now-God hath fixed this as the only and ever- 
laſing way of Salvation : thus this Covenant 


is as ſure as that the World ſhall no more 


be totally drowned with Water, yea as ſure 
as the ſtanding of the laſting Mountains and 
Hillsz yet further, as ſure as the Ordinances 
of Sun by day, Moon and Starrs by night, 
rey. once more it's. as poſſible that the Hea- 
yens ſhould be meaſured by the ſhort ſpan of 
a-Mmortal man, or the foundations of the 
earth ſearched out, as for the great and un- 
changeable God to violate this Goſpel-Co- 


| yenant with his dgar Jſrael of ele& fouls: 


Read this fully in Ia, 54+ 9, 10+ Fers 31+ 35, 
36, 37» | =p 45 
But yet more particularly, this Covenant 
and theſe mercies of it, may be made ſure 
two wayes to believers 3 vis- | 
++ Intallibly, ſoas not to mils of, 
2- Immutably, ſo as never to loſe theſe 
mercies. I» Theſe 


Mat, F, 18, 
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*4't. Theſe mercies of the-Covenant are ſure 
infallibly, ze. there is a certain number of 
elect ſele&ted ſouls ſet apart by the ſoveraign 
Lord of - Heaven and Earth t6 eternal happy 
neſs by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and theſe ſhalf 
have .intereft in and poſſeſſion of the *fore- 
mentioned mercies of David : that-God hath 
choſen ſome to life as the end, and through 


Chriſt as the way of attainjng that end if}, 
clear in Scripture 3 Epheſ. 1: 4. According at}. 


he bath choſen ' us in bim— and ver-5; 
baving' predeſtinated us mnnto the adoption of 
Children by Teſus Chrift to himſilf ; and 


1 Theſe 5. 9. for God hath not appointed us|. 
unto wrath, but to obtain ſalvation by our 
Lord. Jeſus Chrift : eleQtiig and redeeming | 
love are of the fame latitude and extent ;F. 


whom God the Father had in his Council, 
God the Son bore upon the bitter" Crofs : ans 
thoſe that are ordained to eternt life ſhall bt 


lieve, AG. 13:48. Which Text; faith Calvin, | | 
teacheth, 'that faving faith depends upot |. 


Gods cternal ele@ion 3*hefice alſo faith" is 
called the Faith-of Gods Ele; Tit. tr. 1: be 
cauſe-all the”Ele&,” 4nd none bur- the EleQ 
obtain it; 'for' all "men have -not faith, it is. 
peculiar to'rheſe* [elected perſons. Befides, 
God hath laid the 'plot and #platfsrm'of mans 
ſalvation upon the ſure foundation: of -his 
own free-grace;'on 'purpdſe 'to rhake- theſe 
things firm and ſire-to cele&-ſouls, fo tht 
their unworthineſs ſhall -not ®hinder” the 
certain execution of his etefnal -Decrees;* Rom. 
416. therefore it is of faith thatit might - 
bt OS * + d y 
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by Grace, to the end the promiſe might be ſure 
to.all the ſeed, 3. e. that the Covenant with 
all the mercies of it might be made good 
to all the heirs of promiſe : the election, 
(or ele& ſouls ) hath obtaincd it, but the 
reſi are blinded, Rom. 11+ 7. hence, faith the 
Apoſile, 2 Tim. 2.'19. the foundation of God 
ftandeth ſure, the Lord knoweth them that 


they. know themſelves, according to his ſure 


29 


Dzc0, Wovit 


Dominus 
, qui ſunt 
are bs ; he knows thele ſheep even before\;,- ſe 
OVES Alt- 


ion before the foundatian of the world ; 44414 ſe- 
hence alſo, God would not have the enjoy- 72/* 2:/ci- 


vat, ſed 


ment of theſe mercies to depend upon mans ,,z;, , 
ſorry, mutable, and inconftant will, nor up- eas, ſecur- 
on any works, wrought by man, as the 4#neltd#io- 
whole firain and tenour of the Goſpel holds 7 9mm, 
forth: and indeed if the whole fircſs lay -on 27 0h 
mans free-will, it would bring us back to a mui. 
Covenant of Works 3 and if it were poſſible Aug: in 
for-any to attain theſe, that man were the Joh. 10. 


caſting cauſe of his own falvation, and then 
what need of any Redeemer-? befides, it 
Might fo fall out, (yca and would certainly ) 
that theſe, mercies might be applycd to none, 
for (conditio nibil ponit in eſſe.) that which 


| 1s not effeEtual without a contingent condi- 


tion! upon which it depends, the particular 


thers towards God, and clofing with. promiſes 
(being in his own choice ) is doubtful and 
uncertain, and ſo muſi needs be the privi- 
kdges which depend upon that condition : 
therefore they that make theſe mercies 
poſſibly every ones, make them certainly no 
Ones ; 


| motion of this mans will, and fo of ano-. 
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ones : thetruth is, God hath not left thy nevi 
enjoyment of theſe Covenant-mercies to thy « 
choice or refuſal of the fickle or inconſiar 
will of the creature at his pleaſure, b 
( though he doth not violence to the will, hi 
of unwilling makes it willing ) God hi 
ſelf and Jeſus Chriſt by the holy Spirit hf 
ingaged himſelf to bring ſouls home by con 
verting grace certainly and infallibly, thou 
(weetly and ſuitably to the nature of a ratif 
nal creature : hence effectual calling and i 
ſtating the ele in theſe mercies is not leſt 
rovers, may-bees, or hap-hazard, but it's pi 
beyond all peradventure ; {o that there's 
Muſt, and Shall annext to it, Joh- xo. jk 
other fheep I have them alſo I mi 
bring, and they ſhall hear my voice ———— 
Joh. 6. 37. All that the father giveth w 
( & e. by cleQion ) ſhall come to me, (te. | 
faith and repentance : ) the God of Heat 
hath ingaged himſelf for it, and he is a Gt 
of truth to make good his word, and of inf Par 
nite power, and he works and who can i fi 
it : be worketh all things according to the con tod 
cil of bis own will, Eph. 1. 11. All that Gt 
the Father hath given to Chriſt in the fy the 
ele&ion, the Son hath undertaken to bring #! 
to glory by his mediatory adminiſtrationq 4%?! 
this is the firſt, theſe mercies are ſure infallf *"! 
bly, the heir of glory ſhall partake ( ref 
them. 


OF 
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2- They are ſure mmmutably, not any : 
do partake of theſe mercies ſhall ever lolf P* 
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- thi never be deprived of them : there are in- 
tl) deed ſome common gifts of the (ſpirit that 
ſia God may revoke and yake away, as the gifts 
bel that Sau] had 3 but theſe gifts of Grace and 
by this ffeQtual calling are without repentance, 
in} Rom 11+ 29 he will never repent of, or retra&t 
{| theſe precious donations, Mary's better pare | 
col ſhall never be taken from her ; worldly riches 
io may be lofi, but ſpiritual mercies are durable 
ar6ll riches : God the Author of theſe mercies is 
of immutable, with him there is no variablene(s 
fe nor ſhadow of change: he receives no varia- 
x tion from the contingent events. of ſecond 
4 cauſes: the Lord will not forſake his people for 
i bis great names ſake, becauſe it hath pleaſed 
i the Lord to make them bis people, x Sam. 
+4.12- 22+ he hateth putting away, he will not 
Muiſ-inherit his Children for miſdemeanours, 
; if he knows their frame, ſees and pitties their 
1d weakneſſes, raiſeth them out of falls, and 
# heals their back-ſlidings : Chriſt Jeſus the 


4 faithful and trac wimeſs, the ſame yeſterday, 
today, and for ever: mighty to ſave, a merci- 


rid theſe that bis father hath given him : he will 
ond fave to the wttermoft : This our Foſhna will 
al bring the cle& ſouls to the Canaan of eternal 
© reli: Theprinciple of Grace, and theſe mer- 
| cies themſelves are of a durable nature 3 Grace 
4 is an immortal feed, a never-dying root, 
4 principizm continuativum, Joh. 7. 38. He that 
believeth in me, as the Scripture hath aid, gy” 
. 


:njd purchaſex of theſe mercies is the Amer, the Rev. z. 14. 


G ful and faithful bigh-Prieſt : none can pluck \s, .g. 
i them out of bis hands : be will loſe none of Joh. 17. 
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of bis belly ſhall flow ravers of leaving water ;|'Co1 
though Grace 'is loſeable in its own, nature eh 
yet not in event, becayſe God upholds it i| the 
Prov. 10. the houſe built on the rock ſhall ſtand immovas all 
25. ble, the righteousis an everlaſting foundatian:} ce1 
1J'1-2-17- bp that doth the will of God. abides for ever :| 
yea be hath eternal life abiding in him But] de: 
may not they depart from God? - no not -to-Þ Per 
tally and hnally, for God bath put bis fearinf ſan 
their bearts that they ſhall yot depart from him, ran 
Jer. 32. 40. they may lin and provoke. God| 
to withdraw the ſenſe of his love, they, may 
loſe their, ftanding, comforts, and ſome de- 
grees of . Grace, but never be ſtripped naked} 
wholly of, theſe ſure mercies of David ; God 3+! 
hath ſecret hold of them; and they have more}. 
hold of him than others have z_ they are wl of : 


leſs and diflatished till they enjoy God, and 
theſe mercies be clear to them : this Golden 
Chain firetcheth it {£1f from. everlaſting, it be. | hatl 
| Sins in free Ele&ion, and ends in final falv+Þ moi 
tion, whom he predeſtinates them he calls, juſti- Chi 
fies, glorifies, Rom. $, 29,-30- it is horrid]. 1 
ſacriledge to pluck one link trom this golden Wh 

_ Chain-z God is the finiſher as well as the %a 
Author of' faith : it is not within the com- | mc 
paſs of any finite being to rab a gracious | fea 
foul of the love of God, or flop the channel | bare 
of his. Free-Grace to the Covepanted ſoul ; | Go 
Paul:can make a. bold and brave challenge, | 
Rom.'8. 35, 38, 39 Who, ſhall ſeparate us| Bal: 
from+the love of God? and he makes a ſuſhicis| Nur 
ent enumeration of all things that were like- | = 
ly to' conquer the -belicving ſoul, and yet | # þ. 
| concludes 


ter; 
Ure, 
it ; 
Vas 
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concludes, that in all. theſe things we. are. mote 
than, conquerours through Chriſt 3. there are in 
the word: ſweet ' promiſes that. may anſwer 
all Arminian Cavils and unbelieving fcars con- 


:} cerning perfeverancc, which many choice 
:} champions have produced and managed with 

dexterity and ſucgefs : Sec Mr. Prins Treat of. 
"| Perſeverance 5 Dr.. Prid. Led. 7.' De perſev. 


ſan, Dr. Ames: Coron- Artic. 5. De perſeves 
rantide | Ps 
CHAP. IV. 


3o T* E third Head to be opened is more 
h particularly.to, ſhew what is the way 


I ——__ 


4 making ſure. theſe Covenant-rmercies; how 


God doth it; Now there are. ſeyeral ſteps of 


| making a thing ſure amongſt men, and God 
.| hath,uſed che ſame-means. (and ſome degrees 
«| more). to. make. theſe mercies ſure to. the 


j- | Children of men... .. 
id} . 1+ Men are wont. to e 
When they promiſe any thing' 


is ward > 
the. word 
| 0 an, honeſt man, they expxc. credit 3 and 
among men this is current, and .the God of 
Heaven is worthy to be believed upon. his 


| bare word .( if I may (o ſpeak ) for he. is a 
; | God. that cannot: lye not deny.. himlelf, yes 
let Godl he true and. every man a lyar ; even'a 


Balaam is convinced. of it, and-mu(ft-profels it, 
Numb. 23 19. God #5 108. @ man that be ſhould 
ly ——bath. be ſaid; \and ſhall - be. not. do 4t 2. 


ir bath be ſpoken and ſhall. be fot make is goed ?. 
| D thew 


3 
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Hence 


Keb. 9. 38 {ubſcribing their hand, an 
We make 
a ſure Co- 
venant,and 


write its 


D:ut.19. 


I9, 


:-prel{ion and praRtice of giving Letters of cf 
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the unchangeable God hath ingaged his -WoiſWit 
in the New Covenant: the Patriarchs of ds 
gave credittoall that God ſpake by dream the 
vitions and: revelations; as hrabom, Iſai 
and Facgb. "1 

2. Mcn vuſe*to give greater evidenced 
ting their mi 
and promiſe into writing | hence the 


dence, and we uſe to ſay men are mortal, pi 
itmeunder your hand, that will abide, ( f 
Titera ſcripta manet : ) well, our gracious Gt 
hath condeſcended to fubſcribe his promik: 
under his own hand, the hand of his bleſſd 
Spirit 3 'the 'word of God is upon "YI 
therefore whatſoever way written, 1t 3 ff 
learning (T may add fatisfaltion ) that n 
through patitite and comfort of the Scripturi 
miehthave bopes Rom. x5: 4. he hath jew Þ B 
afſurance fo 5-of' thefe- tis in the 'woil] © 
of truth; for this civſe was the' Goſpel writtt G 
that we may the certaintyf Theſe things) if 
Luk. 1. 4- 2 we'' tights believe, Job % 
20.31, W now difpure' or doubt af 
the trath"@nd*fuveneſs of Goſpel-promiſes! '« 
lince Heaven and Earth May paſ? away, bus om| 16 
Jot or one tieHe ſhall in no wiſe paſs from bs '6 
Law till atl' be fulfilled, - Mat. $. 18. 4'& 
3. Men uſe to call in Witneſſes for farthe L, 
confirmation 3 ſome importance buſineſſes 16 to 
quire ſeveral witneſſes, its a/Randing rule, at th & 
mn 
R 
tl 


LL AREEES 


mouth of two oy three "witmeſſts ral che mani 
be eſtabliſhed; well, the'God bf Heaven hath 


F ms his Golpel to us wy three and thre 


witneſſes | 


The Suye Mercies of David: 
Wofwitneſſes, there*s three in Heaven, the glori- 
of i615 perſons of the Bleſſed Trinity, the Farber, 
reami] the Ford, and the Hvly Ghoſt, and theſe three 
Tſagſareone, one in eſſence, though chree -perſons, - 
_ fob. 5. 7. i theſe bear Record of Chriſts 
1&4 God-head 3 and there are three that bear' wit- 
min{ de 'in earth, ver. 8. thele. teftitie. of Chriſts 
Emanhood, the $ pirit, i.e. ſay ſome, his, breath- 
Fing out his ſoul and pirit-in his giving up 
the Ghoſt, and w2ter, and blood, that came out 
go his fide when it was pierced with a (pear; 
"that ſhew he was real man, and that he did -- 
miſg teally-dye ; Arerizs iiterprets theſe three lat- Hare ſerver 
leſſa] ferof the ſpirit in the Miniſtry of che” Word, [3ticn | 
conf] the Water of- Baptiſm, and-the Blood of 'the j,,, 114, 
y an} Lords Supper repreſenting Chrifts meritorious pos adduci 
t jj} B6od-ſhed, and fill this interpretation further vioen. 
tra <nficrms the-Golpet-Covenant, ind” conſe- Ac in 
Fl quently the metcics of its 2 2 ff gi Marge 
voil} © 4- Men uſe to give aſſurance to others [By cate in loc. 
#11] ſetting to their ſeal 3 hence” the practice 
ing] anongſt us: of "ſetting a (eat: co: bills; bonds, 

-Jokl "Tales, purchaſes; letters: patents; and this 
2 of fl hath uſually: perſons cognizance or C6ac 
ſes] of-Armes, or ſome imprefhon upon-it,. and 
e omel eaves theinipreſſion upon-the Wak ;\ the: God 
4k of 'Heaven adds his fecal, there is: the broad 

4 al of the' new Covenant, ' Bapriſmi' and the .,. -- 
the] Lords Siupperg given and appointed purpoſely .... -. 
;r6| for the. confirmation: of 'our::faith, and! at- 
th firing of our hearts of thetruth,of the pro-"' 

1] Miſes : as Circarncifion is called''a ſal of the 
ach] Righteouſneſs of faith, Rom-4. 11. for by 
reel thcſe ſeals both the Grace of God is confirmed 
ks |- D 2. to 


135 
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to us, and holy impreſſions 'wrought in. th- 
| heartsof the elect : - there are alſo privy ſealſfhe - 
the ſeal of this bleſſed ſpirit in our heanghtog 
Eh. 4. 30. Epheſ. 1. 13-——— ſealed with that holy ſpan 
2Cor.1.22+ of promiſe 3 hereby Gods Children are . difiiſty 
guiſhed from wicked men, 'and confirmed Jo ti 
' thetruth of the Goſpel ;.;yea it beareth win, C 
neſs with their ſpixit that they are; the Chi #br, 
. dren of God Rom:$.16.:; this is an elegant fun ifſey 
litude, - for all- civil Charters and Teſtameq cul 
becomeauthentick by the : addition of . a: ſelf 
' andthe ſeal in former times was the note}! 
Letters by which the Author was known, af 
a ſeal isithe mark whereby genuine things af 6%! 
diſcerned;'from counterfeit x: all theſe are (#7 
: uſes + ofthe ſpirits fealipg, to confirm gg/' 
+. - : heaxts..in the- truth of: God: in his 'promik 
- #. . Againſi all the temptations. of- Satan 5-th 
'* bleſſed ſealing is more prevalent for our ca 43: 
+. . ;: -firmation than -:all phuloſophical reaſons ( var 
, 1 
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demonſtrations.” 1133 143, 4 
.- ..:5. Another way to beget:;affurance amay 
. men isa ſolemn Oath, 21d. we know an 0 and 
| Hr confirmation is to them . ant end of all firifj ® 
Heb. 6:.16-- and thus God:willing more aby and 
_dantly to ſhew unto the heirs. of promiſe, "i 
? jmmutability of his Council :conftixmed: ith puſh 
*Eucej- © Oath,” oxinterpoſed, himlelf. by an Oatq 4)" 
3tugsy. It is very obſervable to conſider the form of "© 
7-14 the Oath, God ſwears by. himſelf, who 4% 
Premio ſa- = . .,4wou 


bitem 1:/4"s, et1an wiv0 dicens, C:pit creds fibi : O beatos nos $i doth 
_ ders jrrat ! O miſertimos fi nec juranti domino cridinine. Tet 
epan _ WED © OS Ko | oO Þ vi ai3f 640 


Ing ( 
6) 6 
tho Pl 


\ 


Smake a thing more credible; 


ligalty of the perſon fpeaking. 2. 
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ſaldthe living and true God, he could ſwear by 
candho greater, and it is obſerved, that two things 


1. the quali- 
The manner 


ed; of the ſpeech. Now the form of the Oath 


4 dhrabam ; partly becauſe of the 
{inf iffeveration ſwrely,- partly be- 
neg cauſe of the duplication iz bleſ* 
* (elf ing 1 will bleſs thee, if I ſpeak 
te J it, it ſhall be done; moreover 


. af tie form of the expreſlion in * 


5 of Geneſis is range, for it is thus, 
e 0 if T bleſs thee, thou ſhalt be bleſ- 
1 af, or becauſe I bleſs thee, or 
my if 1do not bleſs thee (which is 
ch the form of an Oath, Heb. 
© 43. ) as if he ſhould lay, 

4 then let me not be* true, juſt, 
' 1} yta let me; not be God 3; God 
od Pawns his faithfulneſs upon it, 


wdin Gene 22+ 16, iS exceeding emphatical to 


Gen, 22. 16, 17, PN 05 
TINV :; 12 Eft paritcula 
ca:ſags & corditionalis. 


L:4d tibi prodeſt fs Dus + 


ſe juram:nto conſtringit, ſi tu 


bec quaſi communem aud3:2s 
fabulan tranſeas ?— Furare 
dicituy devs, ut tu audits 
paveas &+ intieriſcas & me- 
th conſtirnatus inquiras quid 


 #ud taatumeſt, pro quo devs 


Jurare dicitur : Orig. Homil, 
9.ſup:r Gen. 22, 


Of 1nd may he not then be believed ? but for what 
9-6) nd is this ? it is to confirm his promiſes; 


bayl 42d aflure the hearts of all the heirs of pro- 


” ſi 


1 miſe that he intends to do, and will accom- ' 
it-þy Ph what he hath ſpoken, that they might 


Jakd fave firang conſolation, and that he might 
n take away all doubts and hz{ztation ; and qll 
1g {his he doth for. the heirs of promiſe, he 


ih9 ing Children. 


* 
s 
*t 


6, Yet further, men uſe: to 


D 3 


. | ould not have done thus for others, but he 
9 doth this and much more to ſatisfic his douby- 
' give a pawn, 
Ft pledge to aſſyre others of their -rea} purpoſe 


to ; % 


3s 


2 Cor. 1. 


EE nog our inheritarice, untill the redemption of ti 
Lap. 9.5. 


The Sure Mercies of David: 
to make good thg bargain, and this' is pa 
of the payment; this alſo doth our gracioy 
God, Epbeſ. 1. 14+ his ſpirit is the earneſt { h 


purchaſed poſſeſſion :- an earneſt is uled, 1 alre: 
purchaſing Land, 'in hiring of Servants, ay dred 
in contracting Marriage, and when ever th tuſl 
Lord puts his Holy Spirit .into the hear, pole 
its as a pledge of all the mercies of the Cog * 
venant and of our eternal inheritance : ay 4 
though ſome men may be unfaithful, fo farg 
rather to loſe their earneſt, than make gog tru) 
their bargain, yet we may be affured Gl the 
will nct do fo, for it is as impoſlible thy {es © 
any ſaving grace of the Spirit ſhould be calf ior 
into hell, as it is for any fin to enter ant of t 
Heaven: God will not loſe his pledge, by that 
tetch the ſoul to Heaven when he hath fetch 2 ' 


the heart to himſelf; Grace is the Prolopuf juſt 
and PrzJudium to Glory, the firſt Reſurred| brir 
on leads the van to the fecond 5 a graciou hatl 
change prepares for a glorious change, Rom| 5 
8.11. if the ſpirit of him that. raiſed up } 
ſus from the dead dwill in you, be that rail 
up Chriſt from the dedd ſhall alſo quitha| 


' your” mortal bodies by hu ſpirit that dwell ind 


z# you :; the ſpirit confirms the promils 
and we need not fear any danger of retr 
Mation, not but that the promiſes are fin Mn 
enough, but he would eſtabliſh our heartz lot! 
in- the faith thereof and acquieſcence therein} *1! 
leſt any queftion it. - | 
- 7+ Another way whereby men teſtifie the! {el 
cordial reſolution 'to make- good promilty Per 


«l 
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pads, by doing a great part of the work, which... 

ciog|8iycs:real evidence they will do the xellgy he: 

} Fthatpromiſeth to give another 

f tha thouſand pounds, and hath Should a King promiſe te 

d. already given him nine hun-, w_ Joe College, and 
af died, may he not rationally $00 are cer- 

r ch} truſt him for the.refi ? or ſup- tain 'by an humane faith, 

ear pole there were but one pound, that-he wiil do. ſuch a thing 
Co 2 penny behind, there is. {hough it be nor begun 3 

| ap Peat reaſon to confide in him hogs wethy Ss 

far for what is wanting : why in part, and are afſured it 

podf tuly the Lord bath performed will be tin ſhed. Ba's; on 
if the greateſt part of the promi- £#. c. 1-917! Þ. 144- 
chf ſes of The Covenant 3, the great 

e call promiſe of the Covenant was, that the ſecd 

ind of. the I/oman ſhould break, 1he Serpents head 1 

af that the Son of God ſhould be incarnate, be 

tcl in mans ſtead in life and death to fatishe 

uf Juſtice, fulfil the Law, and 'by his death 

ej] bring in everlaſting rightcouſneſs; and- he | 

jou) hath already done it : now faith-the Apoſtle; - 

x Rom. 8.32. He that ſpared not his own Son, See Rom. 

| but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall be 4; 9, 0. 

of nt with him alſo freely give ws all things ? ——_ 

thi) God is before-hand with us 3 yea,'if we be imnife fi 

2} 10deed heirs of promiſe, he hath made good rirum, p o- 

ifs} 800d another grand branch of the New Co- if v«l- 

tn] Yenant in giving the conditions of the Cove- _ of, w_ 

370 nant, faith, repentance, and new obedience 3 —_ 

rs] {that the main buſineſs is already done, the (/t 2 Bern. 

ind Writings are made, ſealed, figned and dcli- : £ 

vered, there wants nothing but acual poſ- 

xl ſelfion 3 nay there is a Seiſfin and delivery . of 

iq part of the inheritance, and dare we not truſt: 

W .: - D4 God 


39. 


) 


— 
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goodgfaſon (o to do: the contrary is unree 
{onable. | Fogg 17 Fi - 

' © 8. God hath gone another ſtep, which i, 
to work many Miracles for the  contirmatioh 
of theſe ſure meicies, this is a degree further 


than man can -reach ty make any thing ſure; 


hence ſaith our ſweet Saviour; ' Joh. 5. 36. 1 
bave greater witneſs than that of John, for th 
works which the Father bath given me to fi 
niſh, the ſame works that I' do, bear witneſs if 
me, that the father bath ſent me : this Text 
1;'tr no ſhews the true and proper end and cficaq 
j #t mata of Chriſts miracles 3 they are not Uumb 
Frome ſhews, but have a voice, and cry aloud fot 
708 fmplici- faith in the intelligent obſerver 3 yea and they 
ter iatuen- were wont to beget faith in the ſpeQatour, 


da,ſed & as Nathaniel believed upon Chrifts telling hin 
#1tclligcater 

aizad | , | 
a the beginning of his miracles mauifefted by 


Joc, glory, and . his Diſciples believed in hin, Joh 
x 2.11. and others comparing the doarined 
Fobn with Chriſts Miracles believed on him, 
Fob. 10. 41. and indeed the Argument of 
Miracles is a - cogent ' convincing Argu- 
ment, for #o man can do theſs real Miracl 
except God be with bim, Joh. 3. 2. Certain: 
ly, the ſtrange ' things wrought by Chrif 
ought to aſſure our+hearts of the truth 
the Goſpel, and conſequently of the ſurench| 
of theſe Covenant-mercies. But upon this 
fubje& you have evident and :abundant de: 
tmonſirations from the pen of Reverend 
Mr. Baxter, 1n-his Saints Reſt, Payt 2. in the 
bt. 4 ] TE » Preface, 


God for the remainder ? certainly we have|' 


of his conferenceat a diſtance, Joh. 1. 48, ag 


ns. ck. Mn 


4a a JA, © $i A a= my =» 


| excuſable that flight -this way of the Goſpels 


'| Oratles of undoubted- truth. 2. The con- 
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Preface, and in pag- 215. tO 234+. to which 
ms you : 4; +4 K God hath graci- 
odſly condeſcended to contirm the Goſpel by 
many infallible miracles - which: none can 
queſtion, and all this to make ſure to the ele& 4 
theſe Covenant-mercies, therefore they are in+ 


41 


confirmation 3 See Heb. 2. 3, 4+ 
- 9. Another ſtep that God hath gone is the 
various wayes that God hath taken to make 
us know theſe ſure mercies, and thereby to | 
aſſure us thereof 3 As, 1+ An audible intelli- Mat. 3. 17. 
gible voice from Heaven, at Chriſts Baptiſm, Cap. 87. 5- 
and in his Transfiguration, this is my beloved 
Son in whom T am well-pleaſed, and this voice 
the Apoſile Petcr faith he heard in the Holy 
Mount, 2 Pet. 1- 17, 18. fo that theſe Goſpel 
mercies are not deviſed Fables, but divine 


fant preachings of honeſt and unbiaſed men, 
that were eye-witneſſes of -his glory ; they 
give: clear evidence: of their hatred of evi], 
love of truth and goodneſs : and they could 
not be perverted by any ſelfiſh ends of profit, 
pleafiixe, or honour 3 for theſe were not pro- 
poſed,' promiſed or attained :. Nay -affliQti- 
on'and perſecution was their known portion, 
and therefore certainly could not, would not on. 
couzen the world with lyes to get that which 
was not attainable in that way. 3. God hath 
adorned” men with admirable gifts; to enable 
them to demonkrate the certainty. and excel- 
lency of theſe Covenant-merciesz extraordi- 
nary gitts-in the Apoſtles dayes,/ as extem=. 
RS | | porary 


42. 
x Cor. 12, porary prophecying, ſinging, healing diſcaſes, 


8, 95 19. 


AR. 2. 6. 
Epb. 4. 8. 


Rom 14. 
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workiug miracles, diſcerning fpirits, divers 
kinds of tongues : ſo that all Nations might 
hear theſe [ magnalia dei | in their own dia» 
le&; and now they are tranſlated into all 
languages: and God hath continued to diſtri- 
bute miniſterial: gifts for the Churches fatif- 
faction and edification. q. Yea, he ſent his 
own Son to be the Preacher as well as Pur- 


chaſer of theſe ſure mercies 3 he ſpake at ſun- | 


dry times, and in divers manners in times paſt 
by the Prophers, but in theſe laſt dayes be bath 
Spoken to us by bis Son, Heb. 1. 12. the more 
toconciliate in us reverence and credence 3 for 
he faith, ſurely they will reverence my Son : 
certainly he will declare to us the whole coun- 
fe] of God, for be was in the boſome of the 
Father, 'and came from thence for that very 
end to declare Gods mind, Joh. 1-18. 5. Yea 
he hath rxaifed Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 
ſo that we have' a Preacher ſent from the 
grave to aſſure us of the truth of thele high 


myſteries and ſweet mercies ; fo the rich man 


could fay in hell, if one went to them from 
the dead, they will repent, and. believe, Rom. 
16. 30. now. our dear Saviour himſclt was 
dead and is alive, and as he is declared to 
be the Son of God by his Reſurre&ion' from 
the dead, fo after his Reſurrecion he decla- 
red the great things of God, confirming his 
Diſciples. in the truth of things formerly 
delivered, and giving further teltimonies and 
inſtructions, Luk. 24-144 — 49: 6. Still 
another way of manifeſtation 15 clear. and. 

| chriltal 


Ibo. ao me as ww; te. 4 Ja. >> pup — uy any en, =, nb ow -y — o&o-— D © ©, 


a es am_—_— aca a mam A 


T 


foul, 'I 'do not queſtion but theſe mercies 
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chriſtal Ordinances, in which as in a fair 
{s we may behold both the face of God, 
and the choiceſt mercies- of the Covenant 3 
here;you may not only hear the voice of God, 
but ſee Jeſus Chriſt evidently fct forth, cruci- 
hed before your eyes, Gal. 3- 1. in the Sacra- 
ment of his bleſſed body and blood are obvi- 
ous Gods Grace in giving Chriſt, Chriſts love 
in giving himſelf, his body broken for our 
food, his blood ſhed for the remiſſion-of our 
fins, and all the benefits of this new Cove- 
nant. 7+ Another way more yet of the Lords 
manifeſting theſe mercies, and ſo making 
them ſure is the ſanRifying and ſatisfying 
'Humination of fouls by his holy ſpirit, by 
this holy union they know all things, 1 Foh. 
2. 20. God hath revealed them unto us by his 
ſpirit, in 1 Core 2. 10, 12. now the. ſpirit 
comes with conviction and demonſiration, 
anſwers all the fouls doubts and cavils, 
and leaves it without diſpute and helitancy : 


fo that the believing ſoul cannot but ſay, they 


0 


world. | | 

- 10» Yet there is one other way whereby 
God doth make fure theſe mercies of the 
Covenant,and that is,marriage-knot,a-mutual 
and matrimonial ingagement in the-;perpetual 
and inviolable bond of the Covenant, where- 
by Chriſt and the ſoul are inſeparably linked 
together, and this relates to . the particular 
application of theſe Covenant-mercies, and 
compleats all the - former 3: for ſaith: the poor 


are ſure mercies 3 he dare not deny this for a 


are 


wer op A ER 
44 FThe'Sire Mercies of David: 
are ſure mi themſelves, in their own nature,and 
ſure to ſome, but are they ſo to me ? what 
ways may I be aſſured of my title thereunto 
and ' intereſt ' therein ? now this the Lord 
doth make good by entring into that ſweet 


and familiar relation with his people of mar. 


Ifa. 54. 5. Tiage, thy maker is thy husband, and T an 
Jer. 3- 14- marryed to you, ſaith the Lord, a believing ſoul 
Rom. 7- 4: js dead to the Law, that he may be marrycd to 

Chriſt,and our heavenly husband hateth paring 


Mal. 2: 16+ away,once marryed to Chriſt and for ever matr-. 


rycd to him, death it (elf breaks not this mar- 


riage-knot, nay it faſtens and heightens it 3 here | 


Chriſt and the ſoul are but as it were contract- 
ed, there the marriage is ſolemnized with the 
acclatmations of glorious Angels, and glorified 
Saints, for, faith the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. 11.2: 
T have eſpouſed you to one hucband, that I may 
preſent you as a chaſt Virgin to Chriſt : now 
ſouls are ficting for that great ſolemnity, 
Rev. 19.7, when the marriage of the Lamb ſhall come 
that the bride i# made ready”, ſhe is making 
her (elf ready in this world, ſhe is marsyed at 
the illuſtrious day of Chriſts ſecond appearing : 
fo then this marriage-knot cannot be broken 
ſince it 1s compleated'in glory. But yet more 
particularly, conſider that remarkable Text in 
Hoſea 2. 19,'20. wherein the mercies ' of the 
Covenant are made over in a way of -matri- 
monial relation 3 And T will betroth thee unto 
me for ever, &c. in which Scripture there-are 
four things that may aſſure the heart-of' the 
firmneſs of theſe Covenant- mercies,:* r./The 
Author and: Husband: 7, the: great 'Ttbavah} 
" the 
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the infinite God, :the Creator of Heaven arid 


'Earth; who ſpeaks and it is done, who. works, 
and who can let it? it is he that faith, {mill 


betroth. tbee; and who can forbid. the banes-of 
Matrimony ? ' who. is able [to hinder : this 
conjunRion ? .2.. Here is the doubling ofthe 
/phzaſe for greater certainty and ſecurity, 'T will 
betroth thee, yea T will: betroth thee 3 fear not 


itſhall be-done-:| nay the third tithe: it's re- 


-preated, v: 20, 1 will even bearoth thee, what can 


.any:ſay more to aſſure a ſuſpicious bride of -a 


firm contra& arid:marriage, q-d,-:I-witl have 
thee, thou ſhalt have - me, 'do not. diſtruſt me, 


. "we: will be marryed; all this. God: faith to 


meet with the incredulity. of a [guilty ſoul, 


that through fear: deſponds, and: dare” ſcarce 


look upon it as pothble, or credible :. Yet, 
3.'Here is the term and date of the Marriage, 
It ws not . for--a week, 'moneth; year, ſeven 


years, no:not an /hundred years:only4: nay it. 
5 not only during life, as: other: -Matriages 


-are made, but -it is for ever, unto all-eternity, 
it never fails, it laſts as long as the ſoul laſts 3 
that's a long day; other marriages: are tem- 


 poraty ,  terminable, - faileable-,/;' and death Rom. 7- 3 | 


-looſeth a Woman from the Law of ber Huzband ; 
butthis is marrnge'confirmed;and compleat- 
&d; at death; and endures! for::evermore. 
And then 4. The. cerms, conditions, :and 
- the. manner of Marriage ſpeak :theſureneſs 
of this Covenant, and the mercies thereof, 
obſerve it ; Loving-kindneſs is the motive 
to it, and mercies are the ſouls joynture, 
"righteouſneſs, judgement, faithfulneſs. are the 

% Writings 


TE 


ſure:theſe fore-mentioned conditions : many 
perſons marry ſuch as they ought not to mar- 
ry, as ſuch-as are too near .of kin, and con- 
trary\to:conſent of friends, &xc. and. fo are 
divorced, but my marrying thee ſhall nn 


teonſneſs 3 many marry :in a ſudden. paſlon | 


of affection, and repent when they have done, 
but IT will marry. thee \in. judgement , many 
marry” fraudulenty cheating the perſons 
whom they marry, lead: them into a 'ſnate 
and then leave them 3 but T will marry thi: 
in faithfulneſs, integrity ard fidelity, we will 
never pazt,and though thou be unworthy now 
and maiſt-tranſgreſs, yet ile fetch thee home, 
pardon thee, and maintain this marriage-knot 
with invariable conſtancy and fidelity ; What 
can more be ſaid.to aſſure the believing foul 
of the ſuxeneſs of Covenant-mercies ? Beſides 
- conſider; .loving-kindneſs is the beginning, 
 middle;/.and-iend of the match, he fetcheth 
arguments: out of his own :boſome to enter 
into this parlce, and after 'he hath-contraQted 
this friendſhip, and . intimate relation, :the 
ſame 'Joving-kindneſs will. perſwade, him" to 
maintain it 3 nay now his truth "and faith- 
falneſs is ingaged, and he will be faithfalin 

performing all: his promiſes ;*Conlider that 
' notable Text, Mic. 7. 20, thow wilt perform 
the truth to Jacob , and the mercy to Abn- 
ham which thou bat ſworn awnto our father 
from the dayes of old + mark, it is mercy. t0 
. Abrabam becauſe made + with him, but its 
trath to Jacob, and now is a kind of bar 
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The Suye Mercies of David. 
- | ad muſt be paid, and made good. God is a 


free agent, yet he binds himſelf by promiſe Reddis dex 


ind ſo becomes' 4' debtor to his Creature, or 24 1«lls 


rther to himſaf on the behalf of his Crea- 


"tire: thus doth God affure to his Saints and 


ſpouſe the dowry and joynture of mercies that 


 hepromiſerh' ro them at this contraQting of a 
"marriage betwixe | himſelf and fouls : ; Sec 


Ztch.'8.'$. 


' Thus I have diſpatcht the wiyes that God 


takes to make theſe mercies of the Covenant 
fre fo all the heirs of profniſe. ',- 
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CHAP. Ve 


4t HE laſt heal/in the dodrinal pitt by 


* way of illuſtration is, to ſhew' hi - 

the Covenanticrided are made fore, I” or by + 
«& through Feſns Chrift. © & 

Now'for cleatmg of his, obſerve theſe 


Gur s with: reference to Jeſus! Chrift, 
Hy hk 'mercics i are made ſure. 
1. His & Hypoſtatical union. 2. His ſpiritual 
Union. 3. ' The Covenanit of Redemption. 
4+ The execution of Chriſts office” in the 
work of ' mans Redemption. 

7+ Confider the myſterious and fpendious 
union of the two” natures in Jeſus Chriſt, 
wheteby he is both God and Man nnited to- 
gether in one perſon 3 'by the former he: hath 
abifity, by the latter a capacity to tnake the 
Covenant ſure to the ele 3 fo thar tiow it 
15 impoſſible the &ork ſhould miſcarry, + 
I 2 G g 


deb:ns. 
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God he is omnipotent and cannot fail or al 


. 
” 


- .+..+ +, ſhort of his end, as may he is ſuitable to bi] yn6 
"dg work, and fitted with a body both for aGinf pot 
and , paſſive obedience 3 ſo that there is no þjz, 


thing required of mans nature, but Chriſt 

. ( being in our ſtead } did effectually manag 

it, for the Apoſile ſaith, Col. 2. 9. that a 

bim dwelleth all the fulneſs of the God-head be 

dily, | 9@parinGs ie. quoixas, USaTINGs | I. C« MG 

turally, perſonally, in ſuch a way as he is in 

no other. Creature, in him we live, move, ant 

bave owr being as Creatures, - but God is (ai 

to dwell in the Saints in a higher manner, az 

11 aliis ſan- his Children 3 but the Godhead is not faid” to 
_ —_ dwell in any man except: Jeſus Chriſt, God 
remolo, & and man : God dwells in the Saints by hi 
Organo,effe- {pirit as in a Temple or Organ effetively, ope 
awe, ot- .ratively, in Chrift eſſentially, ſubſtantially : th 
iow , ſab: word was made fleſh, and ſometimes there were 
Ranialiter, (parklings forth of his glory, and majeſty, { 
Aret.in loc. that the Diſciples beheld bis glory as. that of 
| the only begotten of the . Father, Joh. 1. 14 

well then, fince this is an undeniable mykeris, 

that God was. manifeſied im the fleſh; and hath 
undertaken to manage the work.of our” Re 
demption in both natures, certainly he ; will 

make ſure work in what concerns him, for {0 

ſaith the Prophet, Iſa. 42. 4+: be ſhall not fail 

zor be diſcouraged, till be have ſet judgement 

in the eartb— he hath the powerful Hand 

of an infinite God, therefore he is mighty--# 

ſave, and he hath the innocent Nature of a 

tmite man, thercforc he is fit to ſuffer : that's 

the firſt. +6 

2+ Conlider 
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"lll .:2; Confider. the: compleat and abundane 
) bi union of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby he hath 
ain both ſufficiency and efficiency [to go: thorow 

" 06f his work, -and- authority for it alſo, the Seri- 
arlf pore tells us that Feſies Chriſt was  annointed 
nagh with vyle, and that above his fellows, Heb. 1. 9: 

t if Chriſt was not 'only qualified with gifts and 

2 bef ornaments fit for office, but alſd to furniſh the 
»N+| fouls of all the ele&t, and that both for ſanGis 

S lÞ fication and edification, Jeſus Chriſt hath the 
el ſpirit but not as others have it, for- the Saints 
Gif have but a ſcantling and ſmall meaſure there- | 
; If of, but God giveth not the ſpirit by meaſure 

' to unto him, Joh. 3. 34- to every one of us 4s given Eph. 4: 5. 
30d grace according ts the meaſure-'of the gift of 

his] Chit, but Chriſt hath it above-all meaſure 3 

opt} for he hath the whole ſpirit ſubſtantially, he is 

tht} and hath the treaſury. of Grace; a ſtore-houſe 

ar} of riches to ſupply indigent Creatures, in him 

{| are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom and knows 

of | ledge, Col. 2. 3. therefore of his fulneſs- do we 

I | receive grace for grace, Joh. I» 16. it pleaſed 

16, | the Father that in him ſhould all. fulneſs 

th | dal}, Col. 1. 19. and this is laid up on pur- 

& | poſe for the ſupply .of his-members, that from 

All } the-head may 'be conveyed influences through , 

{ | the whole body, Epbeſ:, 4+ 13, 14, 15, 16. be- 

at | lides he is annomted with authority for theſe 

| ſupplies, Ephef. 4-22, 23+, he: hath -put all 

nd things under þis feet, and gave bim, to, þe the 
to 

a 


49, 


head oner all. things to the Church, which is bis 
bady, the fuulneſs of bim tas filleth all in all 
'$ | hence he rells | his Diſciples, that. all power is 
given to him in Heaven and Earth, Mat.28.18- 


adde 
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adde to all this his fidelity, that as Moſes was 
faithful as a ſteward, much more is Chrift a 
a Sou faithful to him that appointed him, 
Heb. 3. 2——6. Well now, lay all thefe to- 


certainty of Covenant-mercies. Since Chil 
hath ſufficiency, authority, and fidelity, and i 
thus abundantly qualified for carrying on this 
Goſpel-deſign, he both can and will make 
good the mercies of the Covenarit to the 
heirs of the promiſe 3 eſpecially conkider- 
ing, 

S The Covenant of Redemption, which 
is an admirable inſuring a& of free-grace, 
ingaging all the perſons of the Sacred Trinity 
to carry on this work, eſpecially. God the Son 
of whom we are now ſpeaking, this Covenatt 
of Redemption is that mutual compad be- 
twixt God the Father and the Son concerning 
the ſaving of loſt man, wherein each did un 
dertake to at his part in this great affair, s 
thus, God the father doth cle& a certain 
number whom Chriſt was to Redeem, he was 
to part with - his beloved Son out of his be- 

| ſome whiles he came to the earth to do this 
Ifa. 42.1, great work, he was to uphold him; incourage 
42 6. him, put his ſpirit into him, call him in righ- 
touſneſs, hold his hand, keep him, and give 

him for a Covenant of the people, give him 


. compariſon of the World, yet he will make 
him glorious, and in time he will fatisfic hin 
in giving him the Heathen for his anheritant 

, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for 6 po 
bf Jeſſi 


gether, and ſurely we need not queſtion the| 


PYLEPLOSYSTSHEPEEESE DS, Foy ea. mS=m 


'&,, 53- x0, toſce his ſeed: and though they be but fewin| 
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The Sure Mercies of David. 
ſefim : this is the ingagement on the Fathers 
part, and then the Lord Jeſus, the Son of God 
promiſed the Father that he would affume 
the humane nature, and ſo become man, 


F 


- putting himſelf into the finners ftead, be- 


coming his ſurety, falfill all righteouſneſs, by. 
obeying the Moral Law, ſuffering for our 
breach of it, be betrayed, impriſoned, accuſed, 
condemned, crucified, buried, that he ſhould - 
riſe from the dead, aſcend into Heaven, fit 


*| atGods right hand, intercede for Saints, ec. 
this part that Chriſt a&ed is fully laid down 


in Ja. 53. throughout : this was the great 
tranſaction betwixt the Father. and the Son 
from all Eternity : that there was ſuch a » 
mutual agreement 3 See Titus 1. 2+ 33 hope of rhias ih 
tternal life which God that cannot lye promiſed ;\ —_ we 
before the world began, to whom did God ja: Do-? 
promiſe any thing before man was Created ? rine, but 
certainly he promiſed ſomething to Jeſus 2Pened bes 
. A : : fore, ee 
Chrift concerning mans Redemption as be- 1, Bulk! 
fore-mentioned 3 ſuch a gracious plot was Gopel-Co | 
laid, and compa& made betwixt the' Father zerazr. 
and the Son, and-he cannot lye rior deny him- P#*- 7. - 
ſelf: So 2 Tims 1. 9. who hath ſaved u—— 5 . we 
dccording 20 his own purpoſe and grace which *x, fully 
was given us in Chrift Feſus before the world opened- <= 
began, i. e. as Chriſt was a common perſon, Aſo Mr. , 


45 head, inſtead of the ele, ſo we were Plot * 


Liven to him by this Covenant, and that from þ;, 7,4. 


all eternity, but how come we to know this, peutica ſac; 
that are but of Yeſterday 3 and fo dim-fighted Book 1. | 
that we cannot ſee afar off ? Why ver. 10. it PR - 
is now made manifeſt by the appearing of our ,, - uM 
2 Saviour 
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Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who hath aboliſhed death, 
and hath brought life and ' Immortality to light 
through the Geſpel : tor Chriſt . revealeth ali the 
ſecrets that were lockt up in the boſcme ot the 
Father. Well then, if this was the mwtual 


- ſtipulation. berwixt the Father and the Son, 


there is no queſtion but they will be taithful 
to each cther ;, in the O'd. Tcltament God 


'the Father truſted Gcd the Son upon his pro- 
-miſe to lay down his life, and- to brought 


thoulands of fouls to Heaven before «ver 
Chriſt was incarnate or ſuffered 3 and now 


-when Chrift hath gone through the greateſt 


part of his task, he truſteth God the Father 
to make good his part, that he may fully ſee 


" bis ſeed, prolong his dayes, aud that the pleas 


ſure of the Lord may proſper in his hand and 


\ certainly there cannot be any failing on either 


part. Now this -Covenant of Redemption is 
the Plat-form and foundation of the Cove- 
nant of Grace betwixt God and. the Ele, 
there is the ſame number, and the like terms 
proportionably in both; hence it is that al 
though a believer find an unfaithful, treache- 


Tous and unbelicving heart in himſelf daily | 


departing fromthe living God, yet this Co- 
venant 1s built. upon an higher and firmer 
Covenant betwixt God the Father and God 
the Son, which cannot be broken and difſanul- 
ied; the Father and Son cannot deceive or de 
unfaithful to each other ; hence. then it com- 
eth to'paſs that the Covenant and the mercies 
thereof arc {oO ſure : I ſhall conclude this head 
with that notable paſſage ot Chriſts to his 

| | Father 
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Father upon this very account, Joh. 17. 4. 


[have finiſhed the work, which thom gaveſt me-- 
»do, i e. 1 have hitherto made good and: 


xrformed the. conditions of the agreement 
om my-part, ver. 5- and now, O Father, glori- 


f.me with thine own ſelf, 1. e. make good 
thy part, in my exaltation : this with refe- + 
rnce to Chriſts perſen, then for his ſeed and-. 
members, he tells the Father that -he had per- ! 
lumed his part"to them, in maniteſting his 
me to then, - praying for them, preſerving: 


> them, and;;now when he- was. to. leave 


tem, he deſires the Father to do his part of! 
thework 74 keeping thoſe whom he; had given 


ling Ver. 1.1» 74; ſanfGifying and: ſaving. them, 
17+ 2+ and can We 1Magine but that God, 
wil be faithifu] to his Son onthe. bchalt'of 
W Saints.. certainly he will 3 tor asithty were: 
kdeemed by the Son, {o they were Elected: 


« | bythe Father, and a5' God...the Father .gave: 


hem. to. Jeſus Chriſt by ecFions Wer. 6: and: 
kſus Chritt dyed for-them,, and -.{b Redecmed: 


* | tim; fo Godrthe SON rclignes: them vp agamn! 
+ | © the;:Eather,,wbo will certaihly, keepithern' 
| by his power through faith unto lalvation.':;"! 


44: Another*; thing conſiderable concerning 
he-4uſuring.: of, >Covyenant-mercirs_by and: 
through Jas: Ghriſt Is, that thbf> are::moſt 
wy furcd-to us bythe execution. of -Gbriſts 
Mcdiatory Offices; both in his eltafe: of bu-! 


niliation and exaltavign: Let us here: conſt-. 


&t, .z.:Chriſis Oihees- 2+ His States. , 
1:Chrifts Offices art/of three farts, as x. Sa- 
ardotal. 2, Prophetical- 3, Regale/- | 

E 3 1. AS 
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1- As Prieft, Chriſt inſures to us many Co- 
venant mexrcies, for he hath put himſelf in our 
ſtead, offered himſelf as a propitiatory $4- 
crifice to fatisfie divine juſtice, which is « 
ſweet ſmelling ſavour, and of infinite value; 
hence it is that Chriſt is called a mercifel and 
faithfal High-prieft in things pertaining to God, 
to make reconciliation for the fins of the people, 
Heb. 2. 17. certainly remiſſion of ſins is one 
of the grand mercies of the New Covenant, 
and this Chriſt afſureth as Pricft. | 

2. As Prophet he reveals to us the will df 
his Father,” opens to us the ſcaled Book, an: 
noints our eyes by his bkfſed ſpirit, the ſpirit 

of Chriſt inſpired the Prophets -of the Old 
Teftament, and the Apoſtles of the new 'in 
writing Scripture, and Miniſters in Preaching 
the Goſpel, and believers in diſceming the 
meaning of the Word, and beauty of Chriſt: 
it i5 Chriſt as Prophet that writes his Law in 
Believers hearts which is one of the gre 
mercies of the new Covenant: that inligh- 
tens dark minds, and unlocks to us Divine 
29H and bringeth us from darkneſs to 
124 fr. 
3- As King. Chriſt Jeſus doth what he 
pleaſeth for the good of his Charch, convert 
ing and ſubduing ſouls: to himſelf, granting 
to than the ſpirit of power, love and of'1 
found mind, ſoftewing their hard and fon) 
hearts maſtering their high and ſturdy Will, 
awing, ordering, and centring their uurul, 
roving and raging affe&ions, ſubduing the 
firong corruptions, regulating their conver 
| (ations, 


— 
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(ations; begetting and increaſing their Graces, 
ſupporting them under and ſanctifying their 
fictions, — all which Jeſus Chrift as King 
works for his Covenanted ones. 

Yet more particularly in the ſecond place, 
kt us conſider how our Covenant-mercies 
ze aſſured to us by Jeſus Chritt with rete- 


| rence to his two eſtates of humiliation and ex- 


altation. 
1. In his eſtate of . exinanztion, and humili- 
ation, here I might run through the inſtances 


(i-e. to a carnal eye _) his being in the form 
of a ſervant, having no form nor comelinels, 
his hunger, thirſt, wandrings, revilings of 
men, wrath of God, rage of Devils, all theſe 
«confirm the ' Covenant, if we belicve the 
hiſtory of the Goſpel z but there's one thing 
More that put all out of doubt, and that is 
his real, ready and voluntary death, for as he 
had a power, ſo he hadi a will to: lay down his 
life, and he dyed for the confirmation of this 
Covenant, and all the mcrcies thereof; a preg- 
ant proof of this you have-in Heb. 9. 15, 
the furnm of which Text is, that J=ius Criſt 
the great Mediatour of this new Covenant 


.| -hath ſuffered death for the fins of the ele& 


that were committed againſt the firſt Cove- 
nant, whereby all true en might have 
the benetits of the new Covenant more ſure- 
ly.and immutably made over to them, and 
this he further comfirmes- by. / the paralel 
cle of a Teftament and the Teſtatour even 
amongſt men, ver, 16, 17. where a Teſtament 
| | E 4 is 


of his contemptible birth, his deſpicable life - 


"x5 
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is, there muſt aiſo. of neceſſity be the death of thl 


Thus the - Teſtator —— nb man can challenge a Legag 


Apofile .till he prove: the death of:-him that left. ig - 


—<_ i; for while he.is alive he may alter his Wil 
B:etb2 x af. his pleaſure, or as reaſon... requireth, but 
Þ ab after when the Teſtator is dead;the heirs may look 
the manner afjer their - Legacies : Jeſus Chriſt | 18 the 
0/ m1:  Teſtator, Saints -are, the, heirs, .the Legacis 
thoush it be U | | 
but a mars arc theſe mercies of the Covenant 3 now. the 
Co:enant ; Teſtator 15: dead; the Legacies :come. clear, and 
3.t iſit be the heirs of. promiſe may claim their intcrel 
RH therein, there's: no./ Alteration of the Wal 
anulleth na -when the Teſiator is dead, there's. no xt 
adatth verſing, true: Chriſtians now come to enjoy 
thereto, their. eftates 3 Chriſt emptied himlelf thit 
”.- we, might be filled,” he loſt his life that we 
might live, he became poor. that we through 
his poverty might he rich, 2'Cor. 8. 9+ + 
2. Chriſt's: cxaltation doth much moreal- 
fure to us Covenant-mercies which contifts in, 


1-His ReſurreRion. 2.His Alcenſion 3 and both] 


theſe do ahundantly contirm' this to! us. 
1. Chriſts rifing, again from the Grave al: 
ſures us of.;the: certainty. of theſe! merges; 
- tor though he was dead, yet- he. is alive, and 
fo: lives tobe. his own Execiitbr,: if Chriſt 
had been.,detained Priſoner:by the. King. 
- Terrours, we might groundedly ſuſpect: that 
Juſtice were- not ſatistied, nor. mercies :full 
purchaſed ; but he was delivered for onr»if 
fences, aud. raiſed again. for. our juſtification, 
Rom. 4. 25. and naw. he: hath; conquered 
death, and: through death be | hath deſtroyed bin 
twat had the power of death, that is the ws 
: | p and 
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and ſo thath. delivered the- heirs'of \promilſe 
from the fear of-death, Heb. 2. 14, 15. nay 


and by his reſurre&ion he raiſcth: us to a new 


Jfe of holineſs here, atd a'bleſſed life of hap- 


pines hereafter, ;Rom-6..4+, with: cap. 8. 11. 2 Cor. 4 


Chriſts Reſurre&ion- abundantly. -clears the 7+: 
Saints from all:accuſations . and' condemnati- 
ori; Rome 8. 33; 34+ in this therefore we may 
xejoyce-and triumph.as the foundtain of-' our 
conſolation z;,See;4F.,2.24,25,.2& ' 4 
..-2 Chriſts 4ſeenſion into Heaven inſures and 
ſecures .Covenant-mexcies. to us,1 both -as' it 
kts him in; the holy.of holies;: farabbve the 
teach of men -and!:Dtyils,; and--as. he went 


before :t0., prepare a'place for us, he bids Many Joh. 14. 2. 


to. tell' the Diſciples; Joh. 200177 .go.zto\ my 
Brethren and ſay: ants them, I aſcend:'to my 
Father and your Father, to niy 'God:and. your 
God, q. d.. now you; may” be aſſured. of-your 
intereſt in God, in-a-Covenant-way;:for now I 


have dene that work on eatth that; obſiructed 


your fellowſhip and obſcured your:-intereſt; fo 
that now you may.:call him your God, and 
come unto him as your Father, without  mi{- 
givings within .or-; challenges from without. 
{There'are two. things in-Chriſts Aſcenſion that 
alluxe theſe mercies'to us. -1- His ſeſſion at 
Gods right hand; 2: His Interceflion. 

-» 1s, Jefus Chriſt is ſet, at Gods: right hand 
n- heavenly places, Epheſ. 1. 20. and the two 
following; verſes: afford /1us two choice conſt 
idetations/i that /.tend [further to aſſure; us, 
't«. That be 3s far 'above all principality and 
Power, might, dyminzong ond every namean thts 
To ; Eo world 
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world and that to come, ver- 21+ i. e Chriſt 
man is advanced not only above all State| we 
and Poteritates'on earth, but above all Angels| ge: 
and Arch-angels in Heaven, therefore fa yp 
above the Devils, none can hinder, all are his| the 
ſervants. to help forward his deſign for the| jy 
good of ſouls : oh what a ſweet confiders | 44] 
tion is this, that our nature is advanced thus | an 
high? yea in the perſon of the Redeemer | thi 
there is both ſympathie, ability, and autho- | my 
- rity, and therefore he will cffeQually manage | he 
his glorious undertaking: yet that*s not all | pe 
for 2. In the 22 ver. ?tis (aid, that he- gavebim| ot 
to be the bead over all things to the Church, | 3, 
1. e. not only to be the head of the -Church, | | 
but to be Head and Governour over all things | y 
for the good of the Church; ſo that now | th 
the whole world js ſubordinate to him for | þy 
the advantage of ele& ſouls, and now every | fe 
thing ſhall - help them forward towards He} & 
ven: yet further there is ſomething more in| j 
the phraſe and that is, that as the head is} P 
gone before to Heaven, fo the members hal 
undoubtedly follow ' after, and fo falvation 
ſhall be fure, and this is very clear /in that 
admirable Text, Epheſ. 2. 6. and hath raifed 
#s up together, and made us fit together in 
beavenly places in Chriſt Feſus : 1. e.- ths, 
it's as fare as if were there already, or we 
are ſet there in our repreſentative, Jeſus 
Chrift, or theſe holy places and priviledges 
on earth are an earneſt 'of glory, but indeed 
the ſaints are already ſaved, fo faith Pau, 
Rom,8.24, VE, 5+ by grace ye are ſaved, and elſewhere, 
We 
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we are ſaved by bope, ſo that we have (as it © 
were) taken up our rooms (as one faith) in 
Heaven afore-hand, whereunto we: have juſt 
jght upon earth by vertue of union which is - 
the ground of communion, for be #has bath. 
the Son bath life, i. e. he hath poſſeſſion. of it Wis 101- 
2by Turf or Twig, he hath, in a ſort, Seifm pros pow _ 
and delivery : our head is in Heaven, and al- wore, ;z © 


| though theſe things yet appear not m the menbris ap- 


members, yet becauſe of. the hidden union ?7t— 
betwixt the head and members, that which is koh — 
peculiar to the one is appropriated to the ye wie 
other 3 hence faith the Apoſtle again, Col. 3. tem ad 
3,4 Tour life is bid with Chrift in God, — "nbrs ctr- 
when Chrift who is our life ſhall appear, then ſhall pts hs 
jt alſo appear with him in glory,- when Calvin. in 
the dull thell of our mortal bodies ſhall be loc, 
broken,*then ſhall ' the pearl of 'Grace ſhine 
forth in its luſtre and glory : Yea he will alſo 
change our vile body, that it may be faſhioned 
like #1t0 the glorious body of Feſus Chrift, 
Phil, 3. 21: | | 

2. Yet turther, Chriſts 3xrerceſion now he 
sin Heaven aſſures us of the certainty of Co- r Tim. 2.5, 
venant-mercies, for he is Mediator, a middle 
perſon, and ſotit to negotiate the bulinefs with 
God for poor man; and he intercedes-effeQu- 
ally for guilty ſouls, by vertue of the worthi- 
neſs of his own perſon-and merits, and as an 
advocate in a legal and judicial way he ſolli- 
cits for them and: pleads their - cauſe, and he 


_ appears in Heaven for them vindicating them 


from all accuſations, and will not all this fa- 
tibhe ? further, Chriſts interceſſion is of large 
= FE extent, 
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extent, and of as powerful efficacy, tor he can | 


refuſe no:cauſe put on him, but muſi and will 
intercede, being imployed; fo -he cannot but 


be heard alwayes 3: and his promiſe 1s as full, 


whatſoever ye ak, in my name, it ſhall be done 


. #hta you, Joh. 14+ 13, 14+. nay, TI will do it; 


Sce this | the Interceſfour is the. Executour.  - But'I 
D Qin: "ſhall not -be Jarge in this (weet point of 


of Chriſfts oy : | 
Sib-oeffion Chriſts Interceſſion , . -becauſe - many ' have 


pithily and Writ much about it, only take notice ot. that 


profitably well-known Text in Heb. 7. 25- ( for a cloſe 


ozencd in of this head ) Wherefore he. is able alſo 
Mt. D”- ſave them to the uttermoſt th. come untp -God, 


bams Ex- i” : t 
pof. of Re® by- him, . ſeeing he ever liveth to make [Tnter- 


ze. 8. 1.” ceſſion for. them: this Text is. a notable-de- 
Left. 1. 4, monſtration-. of the, excel|cncy of .Chrilis 


> 8 ; « : Cage © with. * 
, 497-79  Prieſtly,. Office, tending to the tonfirtnation) 
414- of 'this. paint; and , conſolation of btlicvers,! | 


wherein;are theſe - ſeven things. 1+ The end 
of-it, and: that-is-to- ſexe ſorls, and the Infinite, 
God” wilt ;Fertainly.accompliſh his end,.men 
may fall ſhort, but God cannot miſcarry, [ 
work, ,,taith he, and who ſpall let it. 2, The 
univerſality-of it, be' ſaves all, i. e. all believers; 
rich *and poor, whether they have more 07; 
lets worthinels, . for they; are;;not ſaved. for; 
their own-'but-for \Chritis,; merits. 3+. The: 
cthcacy- thereof, he ſaves + to) the uttermoſt, 
(C *s 78 @av7ats ) 1, e. tothe uttermolt point; 
or term of: life, even to 'death- and beyond-it, 
or {o as none can mend his work, for as hes; 
the author, {q he is the finiſher of our faith and 
hope , conſolation and falvatien, none can 
come after him to finifh what he hath ens 
an 
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and he faves to the uttermoſt from all kinds-of 


enemies, none can challenge an intereſt in fouls 


after he hath done his work,and he ſaves to the 
| uttermoſi, 3. e. he leaves them not till he have 


brought them into the higheſt happineſs that 


Creatures are capable to enjoy : there is all-- 


manner of perfe&ion in this ſalvation. 4. Here | © 


isthe \:bje&s or perſons faved, thoſe that come 
to God, 0x the condition, coming to' God by 
Chrift ; now this is ſuch a diſpoſition as he 
himſelf doth work, for the power: of his 
fprit doth ef qually draw ſouls to God, 
Joh. 6. 4.4, 45- the condition 1s believing and 
he works the condition : Chriſt 1s that ſure 
Ladder of Facob by. which fouls may: aſcend 
to God, and into Heaven, never any fell off 
this Ladder, or miſcarryed that came to God 


| | by Chriſt. 5. Chriſts ability to carry on that 


work, in the firſt words, be 3s able, this we 
cearcd in the firſt head: concerning the - union 
of the two natures; he is omnipotent, there- 
fore he is ſaid to be mighty to fave, and if he 
an do any thing in this foul-ſaving work, he 
Will not fail thoſe that lay the whole fires of 
their ſouls upon him. 6. Here's his capacity 
to ſave, for the Text ſaith, he ever lives, a 
living Saviour can revive dying, dead ſouls : 
if Chriſt were not alive, there would be no 
hope of life by him, in vain ſhould we feck for 
living injoyments among the dead ': but: our 
Yviour is revived and lives for ever.: heir tht 
Iving Bread that came down from Heaven, Joh. 
6.5. and is again riſen and aſcended up into 
Heaven, and becauſe he lives, we live alſc. 


2. There's 
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9+ Theres his compleat execution of his pre. 
ſent office : he ever liveth to make interceſſin 
for them, ſaith the Text, therefore muſt need; 
compleat the work he hath begun on earth, 

Levit. 16. as the High-prieft under the Law, our Medi. 
14 atour ſprinkles the vertue of his meritoriow 
Heb. 9.11. Offering here on earth upon the mercy-ſex 
7*- now in Heaven, and continually bears the 
names of his Saints upon his breſt, and ap- 
pears in the preſence of God for us, Heb. 
9- 24+ fo that we have a friend in our nature 
to own us in open Court, yea God the Father 
bade him welcome into Heaven, and as a 
token thereof, ſets him upon his right 
hand : which is an evidence of honouw, 
as Solomon dealt with his Mother, and 
then bids him ask, and he would gir 
him all that was in his heart 3 certainly then 
the mercies of the Covenant muſi needs hc 
fare, and that in Chrift the Mediatour, fince 
his Intercefſion is ſo prevailing that he ſaid 
in the dayes of his fleſh, when praying over 
Lazarus Grave, Father, T knew that thou bear 

me alwayes, Joh. 11. 42. 
Thus I have diſpatcht the DoQrinal part 
of this ſubje& wherein I have endeavoured to 


ckar up what the mercies of the Covenant 


are, in what reſpe&s they are ſaid to be fur, 
by what means and wayes they are made ſure, 
and how they are made ſure in and by Jew 
Chrift, the great Mcdiator of the Covenant. 
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CHAP. VL 


OW for the Application of this point, 
I ſhall make uſe of it ſeveral wayes 

7- For confutation of, 1. Atheifts. 2.Papiſfts. 
3. Arminians. 4. Socinians. 

x. It confutes the vain conceits of Atheiſts 
who call in queftion the great things of Reli- 
gion, they are firſt Scepticks and Diſputants, 
then by degrees they grow Atheiſts and deny 
God; as one faith, in the Academy of Athe- 
iſm, a finning ſoul takes theſe fad degrees 
1 To doubting whether there be aGod or 
n0. 2. To living as though there were indeed 
no God. 3. To wiſhing that there were 
none z and 4. To diſputing againſt a Deity, 
and then he commenceth Doctor in poſitive 
Concluſions, with the fool that #here i no 
God, Pal. 14+ 1. many are ready to ſay, that 
Religion in the power of it is but a fiery 
Meteor, which the influence of thoſe hot 
Dog-ſtarrs of the times ( Miniſters) have 
drawn up and kindled in the groffer Region 


of ſome fick and melancholy brains, and ſo 


| like fire is apt to catch in thatcht and low- 


built houſes, not Pallaces, and Caſtles, 5. e. 
large and high-built ſouls ; But the truth is, 
ſome Atheiſis do find in this life the certainty 
of our Religion, all ſhall find it to their coſt 


hereafter by an irrecoverable loſs of theſe 


ſure mercies, and by intolerable ſuſtaining of 
everlaſting miſeries : As Atheiſm hath —_ 
muc 
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much propagated in theſe latter dayes, fo God 


hath afforded ſome remarkable convictions ww 


by ſeveral modern examples: Cardinal Rich- 
lieu, who after he had given Law to all Ewrope |} 
many years,. confeſſed to. P.'Dw Moulin, that 
being forced to many irregularities in his life 
time, by that which they call Reaſon of (late, 
and not being able. to fatishe his Conſcience, 
thence had temptations to dil-believe a God, 
another World, the immortality of the foul, 
and by that difiruſt to relieve his aking heart, 
but could not ; fo ſfirong, ſaid he, was the |; 
notion of God on his ſoul, fo clear the im- 
preſſon of him upon the frame of the world, 
(o unanimous the conſent of mankind— that 
he could not but tafte the powers of the World 
'to come, and fo live as- one that muſt dye, 
and fo dye. as one that muſt live for ever: 
and being asked one day. why he was ſo fad, 
he anſwered, Moyfier, Monſier, the ſoul is a 
ſcrious thing, it muſt be cither {ad here 'for a 
moment, or {ad for ever : and though Cardi- 
al Maziarcen was an Atheiſt the greateſt part 
of his time, yet he hath left behind him clear 
convictions of the immortality of the ſoul, 
and certainty of another fiate after this life, 
profefiing that if he were to live again, he 
would be-a Capuchin rather than a Comrtier, 
z.c. of a Popiſh religious. Order, to ferve 
God in their way, rather than chooſe worldly 
preferments :- *tis recorded of Sir Fohn Maſon 
Councellor to Hex. $8. Edw. 6. that he called 
his Clark and Steward to him, and faid I have 
keen five Princes, been Privy CO to 
= | our, 
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_ (ur, ſeen the moſt remarkable obſervables 
: IN n foreign parts, been at moſt State-tranl- 
Ras ions for thirty years, and have learned, 
that that ſeriouſneſs is the greateſt wiſdom, rempe- 
fi re the beſt phyſick, and a good conſcience is 
th faireſt eſtate, and were I to live again I 
would change the Court-lite for a Cloylter, 
—_ nyprivy Councellors buſtles for an Hermits 
retirement, and my whole life in the Pallace 
' [fr one hours enjoyment of God, in the 
' [Chappel 3 all things elſe forſake me, befides 
ny God; my Duty, my Prayer : thus he: 
[tis alſo recorded of Charles 5. Emperour 
> Germaxy, King of Spain, Lord of the 
Netherlands, that after 23: pitcht Fields, 
6, Triumphs, 8. Kingdoms won, —— after 
 [althis ſucceſs reigned all theſe, retired to 
" | fsDevotion, had his Funeral celebrated be- 
fore his face, Icft this teſtimony behind him, 
that the fincere profcfſion of Religion hath 
ts [weets and Joys that Courts were firan- 
gersto: and we know from Holy Writ that 
Solomon, after his vaſt experiments and exact 
dquifitions left this Maxime as the total 
lumm of his large accounts, Eccleſ.12.13—— 
% fur God and keep bis Commandments, for this is 
the whole duty of man: Atheiſts never yet taſted 
the (weetneſs of Religion, they never fully 
Ve | tudied the Word or Works of God, both 
la which would ſatisfie them 3 *tis recorded of 
' ; Francis Funius, that reading Tully, de Legibus, Nibil curare 
he fell into a perſwaſion that God cared for 4% 7c 

nothing, neither his own nor others affairs, "xp qo: 
- but in a tumult in L30zs, the Lord convinced * 

: F him 


ate, 
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him of a Divine Providence by deliverin 


being put by his Father upon reading the 
firſt Chapter of Foh#'s Goſpel, he was abun. 
dantly convinced by the Divinity of the Ar- 
gument, Majeſty and Authority of the tile, in 
ſuch a manner as his body trembled, his 
mind was aſtoniſhed, and his his ſoul ſaving. 
ly Converted : Yea, the works of God are 
ſufficient to leave a Convition of a Deity 


upon Conſcience. Lord- Bacon uſed to fay,| 


that & little ſmattering in Philoſophy migh 
tempt a man, to be an Atheiſt, but a through 
ftudy of it would bring him back to be Rel 
gious, for it would reduce bim to a firſt cauſ 
and a laſt end : But I muſt not enlarge on 
theſe Atheiſts, ſee them deſcribed and cor 
futed in JYYeems Treatiſe of four degenerate 
Sons of Adam. A1lI (hall adde, is the words 
of Lord Chancellour Egerton, to be Prophane 
15 the ſimpleſt thing in the World, for the 
Atheiſt layes a wager againſt the ſerious man, 
that there 1s no God, but upon woful odds, 
he ventures his everlaſting ſtate, the other 
only hazards the loſs bf his Luſts ; if ther 
were no God, yet the latter doth as wells 


bur it there be a God, (as undoubtedly there 
Is) Oh the vaſt diſproportion at the great 
day, if the Arguments for or againſt tht 
verity of the Goſpel were equal, yet the gail 
or hazard is intanitely uncqual : theretot 
every wile man will iake the f(afeſt fide: 
Lord wiat an Age do we live in? whi 


th 
him ſirangely from eminent death, and My. | 
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the choiceſt truths, duties, mercies from a 


PST] 


mt our merits. We have cauſe to renounce ©94a, mt- 
our own righteouſt alas what are our 
beſt works to obtain favour at'the hands of 
God, thoſe before Converſion, which they 
all meritorious [| de congrzo | are not truly 
_ works wanting a Principle, and thoſe 
er Converſion, which they call works of 
wndignity, theſe are not exa@ly good, 
vithout the ſtain of imperfection; and there- 
fore cannot merit : they hold two juſtifica- 
tions according to theſe preparatories, the F 
ropepi * . They ac- 
irſt1s, when a ſinner of an evil man, is made ;.. 1. 
agg 2 knowleeg- 
a pood man, which is done by pardon of fin, ea Chrigs 


f ad infuſion of inward righteouſneſs, 3. e, Righteouſ- 


the habit of Hope and Charity : the ſecond <0 be 


' . the only 
8, when a man of a good man is made ,,-- -_ 


' : | - . ous cauſe 
this firft juſtification * 3. e. he procureth the infuſion of this 
gace= all Papifts afſert roundly that man is juſtified, per ſo- 


| *® gratiam inheremem, tanquam per formam imigram fine inpu-! 


iKiote extern juſtitie Chrifti. Suarez |. 7. C. 7. p. 83. 


F 2 better, 
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better, and'this fay they may proceed from 


works of Grace, becauſe he which 1s righte-: 


ous by the firſt juſtification can bring torth 


good works, by merit whereof he.-is able to 
make himſelf more juſt and, righteous, but 
we aſſert that 'the very thing by which: we 


- are juſtified and. accepted is only the mercy 


Ifa. 64. 6. 


of God and the merits of Chrilts ative and 


paſlive obedience 3 which are imputed tous 
and received by faith alone; and our. obedi- 
ence, or performarices cannot be fatisfaQion 


to Gods juſtice, becauſe they are imperfe& 


and defective, filthy rags, a rag and cannot 
cover us, aud hlthyggþerctore will rather 
detile than juſtihe us Tat the great day we 
muſt have ſomething that can countervall the 
juſtice of God, but Paxl durſt not appearin 
his own Righteouſneſs, but in Chritis, Phih 
3- 9. and how dare we ? Certainly Pal's 
Dottrine is an infallible truth of God, Rom. 
3. 20s by the decds of the Law there 
ſhall no fleſh be juſlifiedin his ſight.—— And 
ver. 24. being juſtified freely by bis gract, 
through the redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and though Papiſts dcride imputed righte- 
ouſnels, Yet *tis mcntioned ten times in 
Rom. 4. and frequently zff:rted and proved 
through Pas Epilil:s. , So 2 Cor. 5. 21- 
a Chriſt ws made ſin for ws, ſo are we made 
the Righteouſucſs of God in him , now Chuilt 
was made fin for us no otherwayes than by 
God's impuring our fins. to him: for *tis 
Blaſphemy to lay Chriſt was ſin by infuſion 
of {in into him, or inhercncy of {in in him 

| | B-fides 
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Uterly inconſiſtent with Gods way. of ſaving 
.lioners; for it is the ſame for matter and 


totum ſum 7 We . 
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Belides our juſtification comes to us as our 
condemnation, which was not only. by pro- 
pagation, but by-the imputation of Adam's 
diſobedience, Rome. 5. 19. all. the mercics of 
the Covenant are to believers made over by a 


deed of gift, indeed the wages of ſix is death, 
but ezernal life is. only the gift of God, with all 


that leads thercunto, - Rom. 6.23. But how- 
ever:Papi/t; may- diſpute in the. Schools, yet 
when they come to lye upon {lick and death- 
beds, they are.glad to come . oft with Bellay- 
mines, tutiſinum eſt, it's lateſt to rely only on 
the mercy of God and merits,. of Chriſt for 
juſtification : Jet us ſtill hold the ſafe way 
and leave them to their uncertain imperfect 
kightequſneſs. - But ?tis cafily diſcernable 
what is the reaſon of the Papiſts oppoſing free 


69 


Dr. P bde- 
aux L'Ct.5, 
De 17, 


Juſtification, by, grace only, becauſe it would fo. 64 


&molith theix Purgatory, Maſſes for quick 


nd dead,. Invocation of Saints, Worſhip- 


ping of Images, Indulgences; and their Trea- 


[ . . p- E ——O—= . 
ſures of Merits, hence a tnodern Divine hath See this 


hid down the grounds that render the Sal- D-&rin: 


ration of a Papiſt in. a ſort impoſſible, and 


cars it in this about Juſtification 3 and 


proves undeniably, that their contrivance of 


.the way of Juſtihcation doth overturn mot, 


if not all the truths of the Goſpel, : and, 35 


% 


meries menttorum [Y0Littitur + Suarez hb. 12.' cap 
222, 213, 
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form with the Covenant of works, which 
they ſay Chriſt hath merited, and firength 
anew to keep the ſame, as Adam in inino> 
eency, and now finners are to -fiand and fall 
in the obtaining of life promiſed according 
to their own performing of the condition of 
works, in the uſe of that firft- grace, and by 
this they merit perſeverance and Heaven; and 
left in-dwelling corruptions and defedts ih 
duties marr this they fay concupilſcence is 
not a fin againſt the Moral Law, and there 
are many fins Venial and not Mortal, which 
therefore'do'not hinder merit and accepty- 


.tion: alas what a new and Anti-evangelicll 


way is this, which' confounds Juſtification 
and Sancihcation, derogates from the N# 


ture of Grace, 'enervateth the merit of Chrift, | 


altereth the nature of the *Goſpel-cove- 
nant, =--&c. But I muſt not inlarge, I 
us ſtudy this important ſubje&, and take 


heed of corrupting this Fountain, or buildin 


'on any other foundation beſides Chrift*s fol 
righteouſneſs. | 

2+ There*s another uncomfortable Do- 
Ctrine of the Papiſts which is a denyal thit 
a Chriſtian can be aſſured of his intereſt m 


the Covenant, and bis eternal ſalvation. We 
hold that a Chriſtian may attain to aſſurance 
of faith without extraordinary Revelation, 


they ſaya'man may indeed attain to a co 
jeEural certainty which only ariſeth from 
hope, in regard of God which promileth, 
but in regard of our ſelves and our indiſpo- 
fition ſo, we are to-be at uncertainties : cer- 

| tainly 
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tainly a Child of God may not only be aſ- 
ſured of Gods fidelity but his own fancerity 
theſe-Mercies are Sure in reſpe& of the Sub< 
je&t as well as the Obje&, tor the promiſes 
run in general and indefinite terms, whoſo- 
ever believeth ſhall be ſaved : but I, ſaith the 


ſoul, truly believe, therefore I ſhall be ſaved, 


and this particular application and refle&ion 
545 much as if he faid, if thou Fohn, Tho- 
ns, Peter do believe, thou ſhalt be faved ; 
now though the heart be deceitful, yet the 
Sripture hath laid down ſuch CharaGters by 
which a man may try and diſcern the fince- 
tity of his own a& in cloſing with Chriſt 3 
for true believing is areceiving of him as he 
Koffered to us in the Goſpel, Fob. r. 12. 
Belides the Saints receive the Spirit of Adopti- 


#, which beareth witneſs with their ſpirits, 


that they are the Children of God, Rum. 8, 


15, 16. and this is ax earneſt of their inbe- Ph 


mance Which aſſures them of the whole pol- 
(lion ; it's a ſeal, and takes away all occaſi- 
on of doubting, : Paul faith of all believers, 
1 Cor. 2. 12. we have not received the ſpirit of 
the world, but the ſpirit which is of God,that we 
might know the things that are given us of God 
Le. theſe mercies of the Covenant, Ado- 
ption, pardon, fan&ification, falvation : 


God hath laid it upon us as a duty to make 2 Pet.1.10, 


ter calling and elefion ſure, not in it (elf, but 
to our ſelv<s, theretorxe it 15s attainable, tor 
God doth not command us impollibilities; he 


that bids us rry owr ſelves whether we b2 in 


tbe faith ſuppoſeth we may come to know 
F 4 upun 


4 


1.74. 
4. 30» 


Cr.13.5. 
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upon an exa& tryal : Beſides, rnany ofthe 
Saints have been aſſuſed of 'their ſincerity, 
and falvation by ordinary ways, which all 
the Saints may uſe, and have a like ſucreſs 
in alike full aſſurance of faith : and God 
hath bid us ark that we may receive, that 


' our joy may be full : now we are to akin 


faith that he will grant what we ask, and we 
have a promiſe to be heard, yea he therefore 
{ts us on asking that he may give : Butl 
need not ftand long to prove the poſſibility 
of a Child of Gods attaining, aſſurance, for 
experience doth abundantly contirm it, and 
bleſſed be God that in this we can grounded- 
ly fay the Papiſts are Lyars. | 
'- 3. Another fort whom'this Text and 
Dodrine confutes is the Arminians, and this 
in two reſpe&t, 1. In the buſineſs of 'uni- 
ver{al Redemption, 2. In the falling away 
from Grace, | | | 
7. The Text faith theſe are the ſure mer- 
cies of David, God's Davids or beloved ones 
have only an intereft in them, not all men; 
and in the Dodtrine; I ſay, that Covenant-met: 
ces promiſed ia Chriſt are purchaſed and ite 
ſured by Chrift to all the Heirs of promiſe, and 
I muſt add oz'y to theſe, and to none bclides, 
and therefore Chrift dyed not for all, and I 


ſhall only uſe' theſe two Arguments, which 


immediately rclate to the preſent ſubje&: 
I. Chrifts metiatory undert kings are not it 


| Fended as a price fr any but ſuch as wert 


proprſed by G:d to the Mediator in the Cove 
nant of Ked:mption, to be Redeemed by bin, 
but 
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but all and everyone were not ſo propoſed, there- 
fire nat redeemed. 1 have before opened that 
peat tranſa&jon betwixt the Father and the 
on, now ?tis moſt certain that the Mediators 
death and ſufferings are to be lookt upon as 
regulated and qualificd in reſpec of their et- 
fs, according to what was propoſed by the 
Fither, and conſented to by the Son 3 hence 
Chriſt ſaith that he came mot to do his own 
will, but the will of him that ſent him, and to 
finiſh his work, and to give eternal life to as 
mary as God had given to him : therefore 
Chriſt muſt by his undertakings enſure theſc 
Mercies to all thoſe, and none but thoſe that 
the Father propoſed to him in this everlaſt- 
mg bargain 3 as for that conditional giving 
of ſome to Chrift, which ſome ſpeak of, 
that would derogate from his glory, for he 


| muſt needs know the event, and that ſuch a 


conditional giving, would not ctte& it 3and to 
lay he would what ſhould not come to pals, 
orto apply ſuch mcans as he knew would 
not be &ffe tual to the end, cannot be ima- 
vined : beſides thoſe that are given to Chriſt 
ae contra-diftinguiſhed from orhers that are 
not given to him 3 therefore theſe only are 


aligned peculiarly to be redeemed and not 


others. 


Arg. 2. All thoſe and only thoſe whom - 


Chriſt Redeemed, have all the mercies of the 
Covenant inſured to them, but all have ot all 
the mercies of the Covenant enſurcd to them 


and conferred on them, therefore all are not Ke- 


deemed by Chriſt, Chriſi is the ſurety and 
Mcdiator 
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Mediator of the New Covenant ; and he 


gives Faith, Repentance, Pardon, Heave|| 


co them, for whom he is engaged as 4 
Surety, they ſhall not fail of all the Cove 
nant-mercies, that are abſolutely neceſſary to 
Salvation, for he is faithful in the Execution 
of all his Offices ; now we know all ma 
have not ſaving Faith, nor Repentance 3 i 
cannot be conceived but that his ſatisfaQion 
muſt be equally effeCtual for the procuring df 
theſe ſaving mercies to thoſe whoſe room he 
ſuſtained 3 and indeed God promifeth as 4 
recompence to him, that he ſhall ſee of th 
travel of his ſoul and be ſatisfied ; yea he 
ſhall juſtifie - many, i. &. as many as he under- 
took for, Ta. 53- 11. it Chriſt hath bom 
their iniquities, they muſt be juſtified, elle he 
miſſed of his end 3 there is an inſeparable 
connexion betwixt Chriſt's undertaking for 
them, and his beſtowing Covenant-mercics 
on them : all that are Redeemed by Chriſt's 
Blood are made Kings and Prieſts to Gud, 
Rev. 5, 9, 10. they are purchaſed to be s 
peculiar people to Ged, they are waſhed frm 
zbeir ſins in his blood, redeemed from their vai 
Converſation, delivercd fron ſpiritual enemies 
to ſerve God in holineſs all their days, and to be 
received to Heaven when they dye 3 theſe are 
the mercies of the Covenant which the Me 
diator purchaſeth, and applyeth to all the 
ele, and to none but elc& ſouls ; therefore 
none elſe are Redeemed : for there is no {a 
ving nor eternal mercy procured to any Ie 
probate by Chriſt's death, for the proper and 
native 
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d he mtive fruits of Chriſts death are not divi- 
_ {&, therefore he prays for them that were 
3 T1: tohim, and for whoſe ſake he did fan- 
-OVE | ae himſelf, and excludes the reprobate Joh. 7, 
'7.9 world, for whom he purchaſed not theſe Co- 
wy fenthit-mercies, therefore he dyed not for 
7 tim : that*s the former. 
Sion 2," This point confutes Arminians in their 
_ fid opinion of the Saints Apoſiacy 3 ſome 
ky hofd a total, as Lutherans, others a final as 
2s 2 | Pinus, others maintain a total and final 
f th fpofitcy of Saints 3 we hold that believing, 
& Wederate juſtified-perſons, that are endowed 

: mh the divine nature and a lively hope ſhall 
yon | toe 'that principle and fall from that 
Fu ſkate of grace, and be utterly deprived of the 
able | Your of God, and indeed we need no other 
Argarnents but this, that theſe mercies of the 
Ge Covenant are ſure mercies, which they would 
-, | 80t beif they might be loſt 3 there is the im- 
- j | futability of Gods Promiſe in the New Co- 
venant, the interceſſion of Jeſus Chriſt for the 
E&, the Omnipotency of the Shepherd of 
4;y | Fael who will not loſe one of his Sheep, the 
ries | heacy'of the ſpirit, ſupporting and renew- 
6 mg the ſeed of God, and life of Grace in be- 
are | fevers, and this feed of God keeps a believ- x Joh.3.9. 
ſe. | © from ſinning in two reſpes : 1. He hates 
he | 4d mills in part the evil which he wills and Rom.7.19. 
re | Works. 2. If by humane frailty he fall, he 
{a- | Makes not a trade of fin, or Eceps a courſe in 
1, but the ſeed of Grace makes him relileſs 
nd | fillhe return to God, and be entertained into 
ve | favour and fellowſhip with him : thus though 

good 
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good David ſometimes goes aſtray like 4 hf 
ſheep, yet then he cannot forget - God 'or' his 
commandments, - Pſal. 119. 176. his heat 
was diſſatisfied till his God and his foul wer 
at peace again 3 this gracious Principle in- 
clines him God-wards and Heaven-wards, # 
is awell of water . ſpringing up into everlþ+ 
ing life, Joh.4.14. *tis an increaſing ' grain i 
muſtard-ſeed, *tis ' an -incorruptible ſeed. that 


* Irveth and abideth for ever, an abiding untfin, 
_ an ingraffed word, an indwelling Spirit, te, 


theretore cannot . be loſt. ; Bleſſed. be: God 
for this comfortable point, which doth not 
beger [licentiouſneſs as our Adverſaries bely 


' It, but diligence in the ways of God, as the 


genuine product of: #, as' the experience of 
the Saints tefiifies. But I ſhall fay theleſs of 
this, becauſe 1 have hinted at it: before inthe 
Dodtrinal-part, and'others have ſaid ſo much 
of it. WEE HD! ue | | 
4. And thelaſt ſort that are confuted .by 
this point of the Sure Mercies of David is 
the Socinian errour, that Chriſts death is. not 
a {atisfaction for fin, the Sycinians hold that 
Chritis ſufferings were only. for the canfirms- 
tion of his Do&rine, or for the imitation. of 
Saints, or at moſt, only to purchaſe to him- 
{clf the prerogative te- forgive ins freely; 
thefe ends are tramed mainly as an cngine to 
defiroy .Chrilis God-head' and perſonality n 
the glorious Trinity, z and ?tis recorded of 
Socinus the patron of this blaſphemy that he 
held the world was mot made of nothing, Il 
he ſhould be forced to acknowledge the int 
| nitench 
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iiteneſs of Gods power, which he denyed, 


ind of Chriſts divine nature, by whom' he Hzb. 1. 2, 


made the Worlds. But we on the contrary 
doconfidently believe, that when the Majeſty 


| of God was wronged by the fin of man, and 


when it behoved man to make ſatisfaction to 
jultice, or never be freed from the ſentence of 
condemnation,or obtain reconciljation,6& this 
being beyond the power of a finite creature : 
Chriſt God-man did interpoſe himſelf in our 
fad to be a facrifice for the ele to fatishe 
juſtice, and bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
which ſatisfaction is accepted of God the 
Father and imputed to the fincere believer : 
and this is the ſumm of the Goſpel, and 
early held forth therein to all that are not 
vilully blind, in 1a. 53. 6. *tis ſaid the Lord 
lad on him the iniquities of us all, and faith 


the Apoltle, he became fin for us, i- E- in our 2Cor.5 21. 


room or ſtead, hence is he called 2 Szrety in = 7+ 22, 
ping our debt, and aranſome, and his death G,1 977+ 
called 2 propitiation, an expiatory Sacrifice, Riga: 


be endrering the curſe for us, aud waſhing us Rev. 15. 


fom our fins in bis own blood, and purchaſed \&20 28. 
mi-|. bir Church with his own blood, i. e. the blood 


of God-man. But the Scripture is full of 
telimonies, and the ſubject I have been {o 
lagely infiſting upon in the doctrinal part 
undantly clears it, that Jeſus Chritt as Me- 
dator of the new Covenant doth inſure the 
mercies of it to all the Heirs of Promiſe by 
his meritorious undertakings, which I have 
bundantly cleared, and the Socinzans deny- 
ng this, do alſo deny the merit and excel- 

lency 
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lency of Chriſts obedience and death, an M 


his divine nature, and fo deſerve not to 


ranked among the number of Chriſtians; 
the Lord preſerve us from 'theſe black and 


deſtructive ways of Errour and Hereli ic, and 
drench our hearts in the through ſenſe bs, 
experience of theſe Sure Mercies of 'Dayj 
for all Dagons will fall before this Ark of the 


Covenant, and the clear underſtanding jt 


this Dodrine will rccitie many miſtakes the 
right conceiving, and ſolid embracing of 
thele New Covenant-mercies, is the greatel 
help to a ſound mind, and ſincere heart 
which are great preſervatives againſi errour 
and apoſiacy. 

But thus much for the firſt Uſe. 


AP, 
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CHAP. VII. 


ILFHE ſecond Uſe is of Infirudction, 

which may inform us in ſundry 
reryneceflary truths, and dire us in ſeveral 
duties from the conſideration of theſe Sure 
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Mercies of David, and the aforeſaid way of = 


making them Sure. 

1. It inftruQs concerning the great ditic- 
rnce betwixt the Covenant of Works and 
the Covenant of Grace. Divines uſe to give 
feral differences betwixt them. But in- 


-| feed this is the main, that the former was 


enfifting in an inherent righteouſneſs, the 
aber in imputed z in the firſt man was to 
ferform perſonal, perfe&, and perpetual 


Righteouſneſs, in this {2cond our ſurety and 


eat Mediator undertakes it for us, and it 
8applyed to us by faith, which is now be- 
come the Evangelical condition, in the room 
of that legal condition of compleat obedi- 
eacez ſo that was firuck betwixt God and 
man immediately, this through an inter- 
poling Mediator, Gal. 3. 19. the former was 
lon broken, becauſe though man was up- 
nght, yet he was mutable and that we feel 
to our coſt; but Jeſus Chrift the great Me- 
ator of this new Covenant is the Lord Fe- 
hah, the mighty God, the everlaſting Father, 
the Prince of Peace, able to ſave to the utter- 
wt 3 be is God and changeth not, therefore are 
wt we conſumed, and therefore are ſouls ſaved : 


hence 
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hence aith*he Apcſile, Heb.8.6, He (1.6. Fer, 


ſus Chrift ) hath obtained a more excellent Mi- 

niſtry, by bozo much alſo he is the Mediator of a 

better Covenant which 'was eſtabliſhed pou 9 

b:trer promiſe : indeed the excellency of the 
Covenant doth chicfly arife from the excel- 

lency of the M=diator of it, and the manner' 

Reb 7. 22. of its confirmation, which..is Chriſt, God- 
9 15. man by his active and paſlive obedicnce, who 
M96 5 is trcquently callcd our Mcdiator. Although 
rim bes that place in the H:brews doth.rather reſpe& 
Azoſtoli the form of '2dminiitring the Covenant than” 
comparat.o the mittcr, and *tis a compariſon betwixt 
a1form? the dilpentation to the Fathers under the 


otzris quain xr , 
on Law 3 and this in Goſpcl-times, for they had 


reſer:rnda the ſame Covenant, of Grace, though under 


- Calv. Shadows and Types, that we enjoy in the 
in loc. 


ſubſtance and performance, yet by conle- 
quence it holds forth the precedency of our 
Golpel- Covenant above, and beyond the Le- 
gal, which was made with Adam. 

That I may a little further open this, there 
are two things illuſtriouſly ſhining in this 
Goſpel-covenant. 1. The Grace and Love 
of God. 2. The Wiſdom of God ,-1.Con- 
{ider the infinite Mercy, Favour and Com- 
paſſion, the Tenderneſs, Love and Conde- 
ſcention of the great God in renewing the 
Covenant which man had broken 3 I con- 
fels there are many curious Queſtions asked 
concerning thefe two Covenants, as thele: 
Could not God as well have ſecured the con- 
ditions of the firit Covenant by affiſting Adam 
with Grace to perform them, and-perſevere 

therein ? 
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therein? and again, Why might not the firſt 
Covenant have been ſpared, and this'ſecond 
have ſerved the turn. for both ? But what'is 
man- that he ſhould find fault with Gods 
pleaſure ? Yet we. might anſwer alt theſe 
with the aſſertion and admiration of Gods 
nfnite wiſdom, and mercy. Gods glorious 
tttibutes are” all ſeconds one to anotker, 
mercy imploys power, power backs truth; 
ith; ſeconds Juſtice, and they do' all imploy 
widom, and wiſdom doth order all ro his 
gory; if there had not been. a firſt Cove- 
tant, there had not been a tryal of man's 
odedience, if it had been kept Gods wiſdom 
tid not appeared,in repairing the breach,nor 
hs love in ſending his Son, nor his juſtice 
nd power-in triumphing over-Satans malice, 


| or making advantage thereby : belides if 


there had been no tirſt Covenant violated, 
there could'not have been ſuch a glorious dif- 
paying of Free-grace m the reconciliation be- 
twixt God and man, which implyes' both 'a 
Covenant and a. breach. Oh the mercy of 
Godin Chriſt ! *ris wonderful, ſtupendious 


mercy that God was willing to hold any. 
correſpondence with man in a Covenant- 


- | ay that bad broken with him before. 


Tet free-grace would not truſt forry man with 


- | altock any more in his own hands that had 


been a bankrupt :Yea God ſtayed not till man 
ought out for this ſurety, but prevented him 
with Free-grace: we read that when A#- 
isftus made' a Proclamation, that whoever 
would bring him the head of Carocotta the 

Y G Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh Pirate ſhould have a rich reward hen 
ts Fahalne of it came and paeliitl bo 
his head to the Emperour, and challengeh oy 


"; 


the reward ; -but when man had fallen I! 
runs away, endeavours to hide himſelf, lon the 
purſues and -overtakes him, and contrafh ed 
with guilty Adam.a better,and unthoughed 'Y 
vnſought for Covenant. Parmenio's lay 
Letter to Alexander againſt Olimpia, was al lt 
anſwered with one tear of a Mother: bu| © 
where is any one tear to bewail or, mak a 


amends for mans horrid erime ? no not ty it 
word to procure this favour 3 Free-grace di eh 
all to bring, Traitors into a League : God tat 


heart was full ; he could not hold but gll| 
he muſt, and ſeek and run 'to fetch home ub 
apoſtate man, that profligate. Rebel, . thy 

durſt not ſhew his face, or ask forgrvenes;|*. 


Heaven is ready #9 forgive, aud to give thegle 
rious things of Heaven. to them that enquirt hen 
not after them. 


2. Here behold ſuch a:picce of wildan, pn 
as never eye beheld, ear beard, or heart contin] y,. 
ed; the Apolile calls it the manifold wifi q, - 
of God; 1 cannot here ſtand to open all... 
parts thereof, that fall within the reach of 4] j, 
finite view.z 1 ſhall only endeavour tounfal ther! 
one branch thereof, by clearing this firangſy,, 
Paradox, viz. How it could be poſlible, ſino afar 
God himſelf js immutable 3. the Moral Lal 4. 
irrevocable, which is an obligation of th} 1 
Creature to obedience, and man having no Tſa 
broken it, and death and wrath thycatend torn 
thereypo = 


| but the Lord of life and glor ; the King, of by 
bro 
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ard dereupon 3-I ay, whence it comes to paſs 
M 61 that the malediQtion and os as. is 
'S hs executed ? no norperfe& obedience ex- 
p *[aftd, as the nature of the Law requires ? 
nh thedire&t and proper force of the Law is 
Ne of | #elience, the ſecondary and conditional 
to &&& of it, is a binding over to the curſe 
by pon ſuppoſition of diſobedience 3 yet we 
ig & the Law doth neither, and yet the Scri- 
mak pare teſtifies of the Word, that i#*s ſerled for Pal. 11 - : 
wot al is Heaven, the comforts are ſure and ftand Pal. x1 = 
| f i for-ever and ever, that one tittle of the Law o8, 
Joh antut fade : How comes 'it to paſs then, Luk. 16, 
h | it the Law is neither throughly obeyed I7. 
| ior executed ?' obeyed it is not, for all bave Row. $. 
tha huned, aud by the deeds of the Law is no 20,423. 
6.| 0 juſtified - exccuted'it is not, for there 3s _ I. 
" q wendemnation 20 them that are in Chrift, and al. 3. 13» 
BJ] thy are delivered from the curſe of the Law : 
ge brogated or extinguiſhed it 1s not, for 
mr hen there were no fin not duty, reward -pr 
Jon pniſhment : no nox it is not moderated nor 
"| rourably interpreted, by rules of equity to 
-, "| tate the rigour of it, for it is inflexible, and 
" the Text ſaith, curſed is every one that conti- Gal, z, to; 
"7 wth not in all things which are written, is _ 
"ou * Book of the Law #0 do them : thereforo 
"| tiere is no way but one, that is, that the 
«| lawſhould fo far be diſpenſed with, as that 
TY tlurety be accepted inſicad of the malefacor, 
c th this is the bleſſed defign 'of the Goſpel 3. 
"rl Nis willing to allow, and accept a ſurety, 
end eu Chriſt is willing to undertake ap ex- 
_ brm this office 3 and the believer is ling 
| 2 ., © tO 


\ 


veep! 


The Sure Mereies of David. 


to embrace this bleſſed -Mcdiator,, and thy{vtc 
the match'is made, and the Covenant is re}to 
newed,and the Law is cftabliſhed : yea by thyſtis 

Gofpel-way of ſaving ſouls, he doth magnify[pl 
the Law, and make it honourable 3 the-oblj| dit 
gations of the Law are reconciled in Chrifby| ud 
the ſecond:Covenant, our ſurety hath fulfilled] wa 
its duties by his a&ive, undergone its curſy|co 
by his paſſive obedience, and both better by| of 


Chriſt thenever it was. poſſible for man ty 
fatistie. *- Adam in innocency and the Ange 
lical nature.could not have. obeyed the Lay 
{o perfe@ly;-'( at leaſt To meritoriouſly) x 
out farety hath done, and it we had lyenfo 


:..” everin Hell we:could not have ſatisfied j 


Rom'3.31. 
8. 2535 4. 


Rom, 7. 


4, 6. 


4x0: fu'ret 
radiss ma- 
rits. 


ftice. ſo as our Saviour did -by his ſhort, yet 
infinite. ſufferings ſatishie tor our wofl 
breach of divine commands”: thus ( it 
often: ſaid |) is the Law eſtabliſhed, Chrif 
was delivered to the' Law, and we are dedj- 
vered from it, and now believing ſouls ar 
marryed. to Chriſt. and are no more under 
the: malediQion” of ic : :God*s grace nut 
bretly the-Saints as Chrilt's ſeed, bindeth al 
in the fame lump, and accepteth Man' and 
Wife as one in a Law-ſcnce, fo that the Wikt 
fhines inthe:rayes of her Husbands beauty: 
Divines illuſtrate it by: the fimilitude of 1 
Wall that is green either by the colour inh+- 
rerit, -orelfe by the ſame colour in ſome dit- 
phanous tranſparent body, as glaſs, through 


which the Sun ſhining doth affe@ it with tha 


colougtlo Chrilts rightcouſnels preſents us 
his own colour to the Father z ſo-chat word 
| . 
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bo be underſiood, Mat. 3. 17. this 3s my 


is re[eloved Son, in whom ( not in whom, as with 


by thiſkis perſon only ). but 3» whom I am well- 
agnife[pluſed : that is, through his Merits and Me- 
e obli| dation I accept of, delight in all that believe 
rib] 8d come unto me by him. Oh ftupendious 
alfilld] antrivance of Free- grace ! we cannot well 
curſs| conceive, nor ſufficiently admire the wiſdom 
of God in laying this bleſſed plot and plat- 
| form of our Redemption 3 rich Grace, and 
| profound Wiſdom, ſeem to outvye each other 


y ) | ne, were as wiſe as an Angel, and every 
enfor] Angel, « Seraphim ( a flame of Carleftial 
:d ju-| ipht of knowledge, and heat of love) they 
t, yet] could ever have found out ſuch an expedi- 
wotul] tat to reconcile God and Man, the Law and 


"it x Kſalf; the very Angels themſelves admire x Pet.r.12; 
Chrif] it, and would willingly become Schollars to Eph: 3.16. 


deli-f the Church to undertiand more of the height 
s ar} nd depth of this- glorious Myſterie : but 
inderſ this ſhall never be rightly: underftood till 
nun-ſ fouls ſee him face to face, who deviſed and 
h all] e&ed this work, and their faculties ſhall 
-andf de inlarged to take in more of Gods grace 


Wik] and Wiſdom. That's the firſt infiru- 


uty:| Ron, | 
of 2 '2- Another conſequence is this, if the mer- 
ahe| ties of the Covenant be made ſure in Chriſt, 
dit-| itkets us ſee the great difference berwixt Co- 
uph | Yenant-mercies and common mercies, tem- 
tha] Poral and (ſpiritual mercies. Sau/'s mercies 
5in| that God takes away, and the ſure Mercies 
ord] if David founded upon the Covenant: of 
» G 3 grace, 


| athis glorious fabrick : if every man, faith - 
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Grace, 1 Chron, 17- 13- take the difference 


principally in theſe four particulars. 


x» They differ in the Fountain, Origingl/ 


and riſe thereof, or in the affe&ion of the 


: 
, 


giver, outward mercies proceed from cogp 


mon bounty, theſe Goſpel-mercies from ſpe. 


cial gracez the formex from general mugj 

ficence, the other from peculiar beneyg. 

lence, the former are but crumbs for doyy 

theſe are. bread for Babes, all things come 

See fccle. alike to all,' fo that none can know lover 
9.1;2, 3- hatred by the want or abundance of Cree 
| ture-comforts, but the mercies of the Cove 
nant are alwayes tokens of ſpecial affeQion; 

Lather calls the whole Turkiſh Empire but 

a morſel caſt to doggs, but one dram of Grace 

is a Childs Patrimony ; God hates the 

. wicked though he give them the World; he 

Dev. ſept- loyes the Godly, though he deny them world 
aat } 4:15 1y* enjoytnents 3 he may give that to hi 
Sabie. enemies in anger that he denyes his Children 
| in love: he gives to many wicked,  giftleh 
gifts, as ſome call them ; but he gives his 

grace, his heart, himſelf, to his Saints with 


Covenant-mercies : theſe are always clat| 


evidences of ſpecial love : they are Bracelets 
and Jewels that ave ſent as love-tokens to the 
eſpouſed Saint from his Heavenly Husband. 
2. They differ in the dimenſions of the 
gifts, their Natures, Properties, and Propor- 
tionables to the precious and immortal ſoul: 
Temporal mercies may indeed ſupply the 
outward man, the cloaths cover nakedne{6; 


re may warm, meat may fill, and drink maj | 


quench 


gue 
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quench thirſt, but all theſe ſerve but to ſup- 


Ire 

ply corporal necefficies, they do not reach the 
gingl, he was a fool that faid, ſoxl, thou haſt Luker2. 
f the [mach goods laid up for many years, take thine 19» 20. 


cons | tat, £98, drink, and be merry ; and well might 


be be called a fool, for alas, what were 

thele goods to the ſoul? it was a ſenſual 

britiſh ſoul that could beſatisfied with theſe 

things 3 they bear no proportion to the nature 

ofthe immortal Heaven-born ſoul, it is 

tove them, and whew it as it (elf, feorns 

to fred on ſuch dung or wind 3 tis regorded 

EPaſates who called his friends to a banquer, 

where they ſhould ſee a Table furniſhe with 

niiety and plenty, but when the gueſts went 

to.cat, it vaniſhed away into nothing, and 

ttuly-ſo will worldly enjoyments, they pro- 

wiſe fair and perform nothing 3; not but.that 

theſe are uſeful mercies in their kind, and do 

attain their end, which was to accommo=- 

date the outward man, but they were never 

dligned to fatisfie ſouls ; but Covenant- 

mercies fill and feaft the foul, pardon of fin, 

knſe of Gods love, Jeſus Chriſt and the be- 

nefits lowing from him, theſe are adzquate 

to the nature and faculties of precious ſouls : 

theſe ſatiate the ſouls both of Prieſts and peo- Jer. 31.14. 

fe with fatneſs and goodneſs + yea they are ©'al-36.8. 

dundantly ſatisefid with the fatueſs, of bis 

buyſe; this living Bread and Water nouriſh- 

«th, immortal ſouls to eternal life; hence it 

is that holy David prays, Pſal. 4. 11: 

mith-bold not thy tender mercies fram me, 0 

Lord, q.d. Lord my foul is a tine delicate 
| G 4 thing, 
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thing, it cannot down with this courſe fare! 
of common, mercies , theſe Husks are for the 
Swine of the World ; I muſt have Bread i 
my Fathers Table, my ſoul muſt have Ange 
food; or it will not like nor live; Lord let me 
have tender mercies, for my tender ' ſoul, 
otherwiſe I ſhall famiſh and dye, thereforehe 
prays again, Let thy tender meyrcies come uh 
me that I may live, Plal. 119. 77+ and again, 
Ver. 132. Look upon me and be merciful, ur 
thou uſeſt to do to thoſe that love thy nant, 
David will not be content with any mercies 
but Saints peculiar priviledges, and ſuch 
accompany ſalvation ; theſe, theſe only fit 
and fill, fuit and fatisfie the gaping defiresof 
the immortal ſoul, but other things cannot; 
for you may as ſoon fill a ſack with wit, a 
a ſoul with wealth : Covenant-mercies are 
only proper for immortal ſouls 3 that*s the 
ſecond difference. © * - = 

3e They differ in their efficacy and ope- 
ration, in 'the' «ffe&s and impreſſions they 
leave upon hearts, common mercies never 
make any better, but many worſe 3 Cove- 
nant-mercies always make the ſubjc& where 
they lodge abundance better, common mer- 
cies canno more fanihe, than they can fe 
tisfiez a large ſhare of the World hath been 
a {nare to many ſouls ; theſe things are apt 
to puff vp with pride, to (teal the heart from 
God, to beget carnal confidence and ſecurity 


D'Fiile elÞ which prove the bane of' grace, and a bait 
eſſ: 3n honore n 
ne tumor. 


to ſin : they that have rryed it, find that it's 
-ard to have worldly honour . without vain- 
x glory, 
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1y;'to have great eſtates without a cove- 


tous defire; and to ſwim in worldly pleaſures 


without too much ſenſual delight : Oh the 


}; | 6d demonſtrations we have had of the truth ' 


f this! how may the ſouls. of thouſands 
fdly fay . the world hath undone them? it's 


| Sren-ſongs have *bewitcht the credulous, 


and unwary ſoul; the world oftentimes 
proves a ſtumbling block of iniquity that 


| bfiruts fouls in their journey to Heaven, 


ad blinds their eyes that they cannot make 


| divine diſcoveries #» even gond ſouls have 


found this (ad experiment, that outward en- 
joyments have had a malignant influence up- 
atheir ſpirits 3 they were in a better frame 
when they are poor, then they are fince 


riiſed 'in the World : according to that 


| Diſtich: | 


' Pellitus nnnc es, fueras fine veſtibulante, 
"Nadus eras purus, crimen amifius babes. 


Well this is the too too common effect of 
common mercies, but Covenant-mercies al- 
ways make the ſoul better 3 certainly fan- 
ditying knowledge, ſoftening Grace, the 
ſpirit of faith, and holineſs leave the ſoul in 
apratious frame, and the priviledges of the 
Covenant,- reconciliation with God, Ado- 
ption, Juſtification, Aſſurance, Communion 
with God, alwayes work kindly and Evan- 
gelically upon the heart 3 theſe are fo many 


dlver 'and Silken Cords of Love to draw + 


and joyn the ſoul to God , theſe mercies 
are 
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are as Coals of fire to melt the heart, and 
make the conſcience ſupple and pliable te 
vives 3 he will of God ; that cannot be a wick 
—_ oſt ed foul that hath theſe Mercies, and he 
d:t, amo that hath moſt of theſe mercies is the beſt; 
fordiaomm our perfc&ion conſiſts i poſieſſion and parts 
mopimm, cipation of theſe Sure Mercies of David; 
at qui juſtus . wry 
:2. boy outward mercies are occaſions of ripan 
compoſitus wicked mens {ins, to fit them for Hell ; but 
ef & de. o- Covenant-mercies ripen Saints for glory, by 
Co, filling their ſouls with Grace and filling 
lcx.pzdag. them for Gods uſe both here and hercafter, 
4+. Common-mercics and Coveniant-met- 
cies differ in their duration and. continys 
ance z and this is the diſcriminating note in 
this Text, they are called Qure Mercics, i. 
oppolition to thoſe uncertain riches, that 
x-Tur- 6. ,,Le to themſelves wings and fly away 3 olar 
* the faſhion of the world paſſeth away 3, carth- 
ly enjoyments are but of a ſhort continuance, 
at death they and we muſi part, but many 
times they leave us before we leave them, 
the dreadful cxample of many thouſands in 
London in the late aſtoniſhing burning can- 
firms this, that were very rich and very poor 
in a few hours 3 many worth thouſands in 
the Morning, but before Night had not an 
Houſe to put their head in: aur eyes have 
Yom dives {0n and ears have heard how ſuddenly vaſt 
e#,q1i queg ates have been pluckt out of the hands of 
hab:t, ſ:> the ſccureſt poſſeſlours z a night may put an 
cm bizs end to the rich fools contident boaſting 3 no 
=—_ *2* man is rich who cannot carry away with him 
Ambrot, that which he hath, what we muſt _ be- 
1N 
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tad us is not ours, but fome others ; and 
this is the certain end of theſe uncertain en- 
joyments 5 that loſe them we muſt 3and we 
know not when or how 3 and what a condi- 
ton will a poor worldling be in, when his 
God and he muſi be parted ? But now theſe 
mercies of the Covenant are lafting, yea 
erlafiing mercies, they continue even be- 
d this tranſitory life, and run paralcl wich 
the life of God, and line of Eternity, eter- 
rallife is in the rear of ſpiritual life 3 Grace 
ends in Glory 3 yeaan immortal Crown is 
one of the mercies of this ſuxe Covenant ; 
theſe are a treaſure that is neither ſubject to 


Ol 


inward decays nor outward violence, #o - 


Myth can corrupt 3t, nor Thief ſteal it, Mat, 6. 
I9, 20» 

Pell then, ſince this be the vaſi difference 
betwixt common and Covenant mercies 3 
why ſhould we make fo great account of the 
former, and ſo little of the latter ?- what 
need have we to advance our hearts and 


eyes to things that are not feen with bodily 2 Cer. 4. 


eyes, and not dote upon things that are ſeen ? 
our ſouls muſt reſolve with brave Luther, 


ward enjoyments ? conlider the differences 
Mentioned 3 God may hate you though you 
bound with worldly comforts, but Cove- 
nant-mercies are infallible tokens of God's 
love ; theſe gifts are not ſuitable and fati(- 
tying to the ſoul, the other are; outward 


mMercies will make you no better in the eyes! 


of 


Valae P!0s 
teftatins ſum 


T earneſtly proteſted I would not be put off with y, 61; ua 
theſe things > alas, what poor things are outs- ſatia.i. 
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of God or good men, but ſpiritual will ren 
der you -truly good; the world will take ig 
ſuidden farewell of you and, fail you at your 
ercateſt need, Covenant-mercies will ftick 
by you while you live, and bring you blame. 
les before his Throne in Eternal glory; 
here will come in that uſual diſtin&ion- of 
Bona throni, and Bona ſeabells, *tis theſe Co- 
venant-mercies that are the good things of 
the Throne 3 outward mercies are but the 
good things of the foot-ſtool 3 let Heaven- 
born ſouls mount up to the mercies of the 
Throne, but let the Moon'and all ſublunary 
injoyments be under their feet ; the whole 


World is too little for the godly man's foul, 


not but that we ſhould be thankful for the 
leaſt common mercy ; but we ſhould not be 
put off with the greateſt 3 a little of the 
World ſhould content a Chriſtian with God, 
all the World ſhould not content him with- 
out God 3 Oh how ſweet are common-mex- 
cies when they come to us in a Covenant- 
way ? a morſel ſprinkled with Chriſt's blood 
hath a delicate relliſh ; this only takes away 
the poylon, venom, and malignity that 
guilt hath brought upon the Creature, and 
reducethall things to their priſtine uſefulneſs, 
and primitive perfection. Oh the happinels 
of rhe Saints ! they have all they do enjoy 
as ſo many tokens of love 3 as its ſaid that 


Cyrus his kiſs to Chryſantas was better Gold . 


than the colily Cup of . Gold that he gave to 


Artabarur. So common mercies pertumed | 


with Covenent-love are trancendent]y better 
than 


Þ = =>. 
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than the richeſt Treaſures of wretched 
Worldlings : that's the ſecond inftru- 

Qion. | 

3» Another inference is this, if Covenant- 

mercies be thus ſure, then it inſtructs us mn 

the precedency of Grace above gifts, there Gifts come 
aegifts of illumination, conviction, .inter- upon other 
pretation, elocution, Prayer, Propheſie, than 
which are given for the Churches cditication; God giv _ 
the main difference betwixt gifts and grace grace as a 
is that the former may languiſh, vaniſh and free-hold, 
utterly periſh, but Grace never totally and _ the 
nally decays 3 God may give Saxl a ſpirit mo " 
of Government, Fxdas a gift of Preaching another 
and Miracles, Simon Magus a temporary World, bur 
faith, and yet repent him of theſe and pluck pies um 
them quite away : he may and often doth nog 
dry up the right arm of an Idol idle ſhep- a tather . 
herd, and darkens his right eye of know- will nor 
kdge, Zach. 11. 17. fo that he improves oh h's 
not Talents of gitts, from him ſhall be taken 1. pr. 
away that which be hath, even. real gifts and take away 
ſhews of Grace, perſons eminently gifted hs fine 
may: be fire-brands of Hell : men may fall <> 24 
from the cleareſt intelleQuals to bruitiſh ſen- {41.0 pa 
ſuality ; but theſe gifts and callings of faving| proud of 
grace are without repentance 3 God loveth his them. 

on to the end, gracious habits ſhall not be — 
loft ; the Apoſile elegantly exprefſeth the —_ wo 
difference to.my hand, in 1 Cor. 13. 8. Cha- Mat.2$.29. 
rity ( 4. e. ſaving grace )) zever faileth but Luk. 8.18, 
whether there be Prophecies, they ſhall fail, 


. whether there be Tongues, they ſhall ceaſe 3 


whether there be knowledge it ſhall vaniſp 


away: 
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away : 1 know the main intent of the place 


15 to commend love above other ſaving graces 
from the duration and perpetuity of it, that 
It ſhall continue” and 'be of uſe in Heaven ; 
yet here *cis oppoſed to ſuch gifts as may alſo 
beloſt in this life ; and however by conf 
quence jt will follow, that the one is ſepars 
ble from its ſubjc<& the other not : natural 
men may make a fair ſhew and flouriſh with 
hne gifts, which are, as it were, the trimming 


and ornament of Grace, which yet may 


through negligence or old age decay and 
wither, true grace way be accompanyed with 
the guildings and varmiſh of gifts, which 
may 1n time wear off, whilſt a found. prin- 
ciple continues freſh and lively. Belides 
this, give me leave to add. other four diffe- 
rences betwixt common gifts and ſaving 
graces. | 

1- They differ in reſpe& of their Foun- 
tain and ſpring, the original from whence 
they flow, gifts ( as one faith ) come from 
Gods treaſery of bounty, Grace proceeds trom 
the choice Cabinet of his Love, Grace flows 


| to theeleQ, through the blood of Chriſt fron 


Gods bowels of tender love > gifts proceed trom 
the hand of God as an a& of munifcence 
upon his ſons glorious aſcention and com 
pleat inauguration 3 and ?tis one thing to cat 
meat at the Kings table, and another thing to 
gather the fruits of Royal Grace upon ſome 
folemn day, as that was of Davids, 2 Sam. 
6. 19. Saints only have the Covenant- 
graces, hypocrites may have a large ſbate 
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in theſe gifts, nay a larger portion then ſome 
Saits themſelves : Saul, Balaam, Caiapbas 
may have the gift of Prophecy 3 Judas, he 
may Preach, but Thomas and the ele& only 
an believe, and it's a greater work, faith 


93 


Preſtat 
credere 


lather, to believe, than to work, miracles : quam mira- 
that's the firſt. cula ederes 


2+ They differ in their nature and man- 
nerof aperation 3 Covenant-grace ſtamps on 
the elect-ſoul the image of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, it is the divine nature 3 God's moſi cu- 
nous workmanſhip, the. idea and pourtrai- 
Qure, the repreſentation and exemplar of 
God bleſſed for ever 3 grace is Gods picture 
(it I may fo ſpeak ) drawn to the lite ; *tis 
aforming of Chriſt in the ſoul, now gifts 
are no ſuch thing ; the devil himſelf hath 
great gifts, yet hath razed out the image of 


God; gifts are but the works of Gods pow-. 


er and wiſdom, ſach as the Sun'and Starrs; 
yaeven the flies and atowes, they are in a 
fort dead, and we may call thamGods lumber; 


lame have noted that gifts are only the effects, r Cor. 12. 


dut graces are called the fruits of the ſpirit : 
the one is the husk of a.common profeſion, 
atkaft the ſhell of ſome raxe endowments; 
but the other is the kernel of ſincerity, and 
fuit of a Goſpel-converfion. 

- . 3» They differ in their. train and. xetinue, 
#to gifts none have all, cither of allſoxts, 
A .any great-eminency/in all, hence *tis ſaid, 
1 Core. 12+ 8, 9-———to one.is given the word 
4 p04 to another knowledge, &c. Moſes 


a gilt of Government, not of Eloquence3 


Paul 


3s 
Gal. 5. 22. 
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tering 3. ſome of the Apoliles were ſons of 
Thunder, others of conſolation 3 fome: Mi 
niſters are fitter for opening Scriptures, clear: 
ing Controverfies, others are more for ex. 
hortation-and convi&ion of the Conſciente; 
ſome think . that Paſtors and Teachers differ 
with reſpe& to their ditterent gifts. * But 
theſe Covenant-graces and mercies are link: 
ed together , they dance'their round in the 
believing” ſoul, hand' in hand, as che wil 
ſignifies,” 2 Pet. 1. 5.” one: grace ſirengthets 
another; as fiones 'do 1n-an arch yeaal 
graces are radically in faith'; 'for ſome haye 
{aid, that every grace is but faith exerciſed; 
however, all graces are infuſed. at once into 
the ſoul, though ſome got the leading 'as't 
exerciſe, the new man is perfe& with a per 
fec&ion'of parts, though not of degrees, a 
It is with a new-born Child. © 
4. Gifts and Grace differ in their ſever 
defigns, ends, and effects, gifts, offices; pri 
viledges are but for :others advanitage, and 
edification 3 they are given to profit withal, 


I Cor. 12. 7. When Chriſt aſcended; 'he | 


gave gifts ro men, —for what end ? the 
Apoſile tells us for the perfeding of the Saintt 
for the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying 
the body of Chriſt, Epheſ. 4. 8, —2; 
But now the end of Grace is the fouls. ſpits 
tual advantage, that by them Chriſt might 
take poſſeſſion of the heart, thar- the foul 
.may have ſome life and principle of oppol 


tion to beloved corruptions, and thereby i |' 
better | 


Pail had a gift of Planting, Apollos of was 


1264.5 4 
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batter belped- to perform: religious duties, 
alk with God, improve pnviledges, and be 
nade meet for Heaven: theſe and ſuch like 
the ends.of the Graces of the Covenant; 
zman may have rare gifts, .yet have a baſe 
tact, fingular endowments, aud yet not be 
kped thereby .to mortific one luſt, perform 
om duty. ſpiritually, get one. ſtep nearer 
Gd 3 but Covenant-grace is profitable for 
thele great erids and uſes : \gifts and Grace 
my be ſaid to differ as the Sun and Moon, ; 
tt Moon caſts a light indeed but no heat, 
ktthe Sun caſts its quickningrays into this 
ber World, .and quickens. many things, 


[ad maketh all things verdant and fruitful : 


bdoth Covenant-mercy bring, forth many 
mecious things, and divine graces have a 
rely influence whereby a man ſhall both 
lac himſelf, and thoſe that hear him, 1 Tim. 
+16, but a man may haye gifts like an An- 
x, and be never the nearer . to Heaven,. he 
may dire others in the way to Heaven, and 
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jet not walk a ſtep therein, teach others See fully in 
vat he hath not learned himſelf; Preach Rom2.19, 


Wat, ne Eb .— t0.24 
t others and be a caſt-away 3 it's one thing |” 


tohave the form of knowledge, another to 
lave the power of grace ; it is one thing to 
ave Angelical gifts, and another thing to 


tave Evangelical graces : all gifted perſons ' 


ae not gracious perſons, never was any man 
lared by his gifts, and rarely have they been 
utruments to ſave others, :that have only 
pits: I dare not (ay, that *cis impoſlible that 


| e | gracelels, yet gifted, Miienſies ſhould be 2 


mean 


6 27. 


HY 
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_.- out Controverfie; Grotizs obſerves that our 
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mean bf Converſion, (for God i 15 not to [ 
limited ). but*ris not'ordinary, As common 
experience teſtifies. © | 

The fourth Inference is, if Coyenant-iþ 
cies be thus ſure, then it lets ns' 'fee the truth 
of our Religion 3 if the mercies'thereof be thus 
fare ( as Thave demonſtrated )) then let w 
be eſtabliſhed in' our perſwafions- of the, y- 
rity, certaint i and infallibility -of Chrifliz 
nity, if theſe be'ſure mercies, who candoubt 
of the reality thereof ? every thing in the 
Goſpel is made ſare 3 you'may venture yout 
fouls'upon it, fince IF hath confirmed thek 
things as a ſatred Oracle from Heaven, wv 
date diſpuite theny? the God of 'truth cate 
not lye nor deily himſclf; he fo good that 
he cannot deceive, and fo wiſe that he cat: 
Tot- be deceived ; there is/in, hin\ neitherin> 
prudence in promiſin; ng nor impotency in pit 
forming: | Heaven and Earth may paſs an) 
Þat not one ivta bf | his word ſhall fail :4Yol 
are to believe theſe things without hafitat 
on, and give your full aſſent to:them as the 
myfterie of Godhneſs is great, ſo *tis with 


Chriſtian Religioh doth tranſcend-all the Re: 
ligions in the World in thrce things, 1. h 
the certainty of Maxims. 2. In the. ſpirituns 
lity of its Precepts. 3. In the rranſcendency 
#ts rewards :'We have the un-erring teſtimo- 
ny of Heaven, for what we believe, whichis 
furer than anyLogical Concluſions, Philoſs 
phical Speculations 3 yea' or” 'Mathematial 
Demonfirations 3 and I may.add, than = 
$I&Vi7 12 A'l Q 
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old Teſtament Dreams and Viſions 3 ſo the | 


apoſtle ſeems to extoll Gods ſpeaking to us 
by his Son above the diverſe manners of his 


ſpaking to the Fathers, Heb. 1. 1, 2- Nay 


the Apoſtle Peter aſſerts that we have: in the 4 her ad. 
Criptures a more' ſure word of Prophefie, 7itterda . 


than that voice which came to- Chriſt in the !*49> #92 | 
tantum ab 


;| Holy Mount, from the excellent glory, 2 Pet. /,7,,n; 
'| 18, 19. not that any thing can”: be. more reftimonia, 


ſare than «the very undoubted words of Fe- 4 quibus 
hh, who is truth it (elf; but a more ſure, 193297'5, 
+emoſi ſure, a comparative for. a ſuperla- i —_ | 
tive, for the former viſions being from: God que r:jjg;e 
ao, as the Propheſies were, was init: felf as 9'7/t . ins 
farg'as they 3 but the meaning is that the - OI £uth 
Sripture-teſtimony is more ſure than that onxidar th 
nlon-argumentatively, as to others, or ſe-. culss ac 19+ 
adam 10s, for the authority of : the - Scri- 770155» 
ures. is beyond theTeſiimony of Angels;nay f” ofervi pa- 
aboye the credfe that any will give--to: men, or ops” 
br men might ſaſpe& Peter and the other cellmcicr, 
kpoſiles, as though this apparition. were but ?r<ceptis 
ahRion of their own brains, therefore he AT 
appeals to the undoubted Prophecies of the pears 
0d Teſtament, which were by long uſe juſſz ft ad- 
ttled in the heatts of the Godly Fews, who 1irabilior.- 
delieved all that the Prophets ſpake as'-com- _—_— _ 
nefrom God : therefore our Saviour makes Po 
Kcount that they that believe not Moſes's Chrifl 


Writings, will n@ believe his words, Foh. 5. lib.z.cap.g. 


| 45/47+ and hence it was that they examined ?: 5*- 


rines by the Prophets 3 nay our Saviour = ey, 


himſelf affirms, thar if they will not hear Mo- 22, 23. 
{5'4xd the Prophets, neither will they be per- A&.17.17; 
"£2 4 H 2 ſwaded 


Habehaat 16. 31. therefore the Apoſiles had the Pry 
Azoftol phets as patrons of their Dodrine, and thang 
$598g did the faithful fetch a confirmation of. th 
mbirotas Goſpel : the fumm of this Text is they, tg 
dnfirine demonſtrate the verity and certainty of the 
ſue; fide:5 Goſpel by evidencing .the conſent of Pro 
qu0gs nd phetical and Apoſiolical Teftimony for iy 
eau? tuller confirmation 3 q- 4d. if you diſtruſt mg 
comfirmati- in commending, the Evangelical Doctrine, '] 
oncm: Calv- ſend you back to the Prophets, whom with- 

"_ out all exception, you: account Holy and 

Mart. Aret. Faithful; theſe teſtihe of the truth of the Go 

&c. in Lo- {pc}, therefore this conſent is to be evincing 

CUuiNs and fatisfying- Hence it is that the dilcipk 

of Chriſt have profeſſed ſuch a plerophory, 

and abundant acquieſcence jn their perſwiſy 

ons of Chrifis being the Meſſiah and Saviour 

of mankind; fo Joh. 6. 69, 1Ye believe and 

are ſure that thou art that Chriſt, the Son of the 

living God and Simon Peter acknowledged 

it, M2t-16:16. Yea unbelieving Thomas at kk 

cryed out, zry Lord and my God, Joh. 20-26 

as being overcome with the clearneſs of that 

| tiupendious condeſcending demonftratian'; 
| cz the - ef ar teſtifies x Ep» 1. 1+ cohcern- 
| ---* ing Chriſt, laying, We have beard, ſeen wit 
our eyes, lorked npon, yea our hands bave band- 
led of the:lord. of life : and-this doth he: && 
clare to.us from experienc@of ſeveral ſents; 
Oi what.ablefſed thing were it, to bavem 
undoubred aſſurance of the certainty of dv 
vine things! Oh what life would-ir put into 
our graces, duties, cotnforts? what ant _ 
| 4 
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ſwaded though one riſe from the dead, Lk, 
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dte would it be againſt temptations, . cor- 
wptions, perſecutions ? could we as really 
believe the reality of the things of God as 
Corporeal objeds, what beauty ſhould we 


| diſcern therein ? what comfort ſhould we 


receive there-from ? what would we not do 
and endure for them? did weſce the reality, 
neceflity and excellency of Covenant-mercies 
we do of common mercies, how ſhould 
our hearts be enamoured therewith ? they 
that have the moſt prevailing perſwaſions of 
the certainty and tranſcendency of heavenly 
mercies, are the moſt exat and eminenc 
Chriſtians 3 but a faint belicf of theſe things 
he cauſe of floth; all irreligion and pro- 


phaneneſs proceedeth from a want of an cf- 


tual afſenr to Goſpel-revelations 3 alas, 
there is more Atheiſm and Infidelity in the 
World than we are aware of : did men as 
certainly believe there is an Heaven and Hell, 
$ they ſee and know there is Stones and 
Trees, Earth and Water, would not this have 
lirange influence upon their practices ? would 
they not be other manner of perſons than 
they are ? eſpecially if they did faithfully 
work upon their hearts the reality of the 
things of God : Paxl and the Saints in his 
days lookt not on the things ſeen, but on 
things not ſeen, 3. e. eternal things, 2 Cor. 
418. Moſes ſaw him that was inviſible, that 
made him to endure any thing, Heb. 11+ 27» 
0 Chriſtians, reſt not ſatisfied with a bare 
conjecture, but preſs forward. till you arrive 


ta full aſlurance, you cannot be too ſure in 


H3 thele 
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theſe caſes 3 the Apoſtle hath a mighty full 
expreſſion, Col. 2. 2. to this purpole, ver. 1, 
he tells of a confli# that he had for them, and 
the Laodiceans, i. a care, fear, deſire; 
good man, he was in a heart-rending con- 
fli&, an agony : Why, what's the matter? 
why, ?tis that their hearts might be comfort- 
ed, being knit together in love, and to all 
riches of the full aſſurance of underſiandi 

to the acknowledgement of the myſterie of 
God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt ; ob- 
ſerve the Climax, here is 1. Aſſurance hede- 
fires for them then 2. Full aſſurance 3 fur- 
ther, 3. Riches of full aſſurance; Yet again, 
4. All Riches of full Aſſurance 3 yea, noÞa 
raſh and ignorant, but ſuch an aſſurance, 
5. Of underſtanding, #. e. with a fettled 
judgement, and not only to have ſuch afſu- 
rance, and keep it to themſelves, but all this 
6. To the acknowledgement of the myfſterie 
of God, that they may make an open profel: 
ſion of it. But why was he ſo carneſt for 
all this, ver. 4. this Iſay ( or pray for you) 
left any mau beguile you with enticing words; 
DB. d. You'l find all this little enough when 
a {ubtle diſputer ſhall ſet upon you with cun- 
. ning artihce to draw you from the truth; 
you will perhaps. feel that you have need of 
the fulleſt perſwation that Creatures can ar- 
rive unto, that you may keep your hold, and 
not be driven away from the hope of the Go- 


ſpe]; you little know what ſtorms may ab | 


ſault your faith ofthe truth of the Goſpel; 
Peter made a glorious profeſſion, yet - 
fait 


a = ; , . Ry” . PA , 
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» [faith was .aggered in a. temptation. ; and 

' [Satan is a cunning. Saphiſter, he deſires to 


have you thaf he may fift you, and toſs you 
{45 to ſhake away the pureſt grain of Go- 


- [fc-truth ; he wilt do what he can 'to cheat 
} [you of your Religion ; hence 1s it, that Pawl 
: | war ſo jealous over the Corinthians with Godly 


jdiuſie ——leſt by any means (and he hath 
fate of devices) as the Serpent beguiled Eve 
though bis ſubtilty ; ſo their minds ſhould be 
unwpted from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt, 
2Cor. 11. 1—=3. hence is it that teach- 
ers have alwayes been fo carcful to ſertle ayd 
ound their hearers in the certainty of the 


things they taught, as. Luke his Theophilus, Luk. r;3,4. 
and Pawel his Timathy. Oh firs; get well af- 2 Tim, - 


ſured of. theſe things, let your faith and per- 
fwafion have its full dimenſions 3 let. it be 
deeply rooted, and high built, take not 
things upon truſt, let every truth have its full 
emphaſis and efficacy upon your hearts, and 
Conſciences, eſpecially the main momen- 
tous Goſpel-truths, that you mult venture 
your ſouls upon, and live and dye by : you 
had need confider what ground you ſtand up- 
on, and be fully perſwaded in your own 
minds. 
But ſa much for the ſecond Uſe. 


Hy CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Ll. He third Uſe is, of Examination, to 
try us whether we have a real it- 
tereſt in theſe ſure mercies of the Covenant, 
it is one. of the greateſt queſtions that we 
can be asked, whether we have a right titk 
to Covenant-mercies ? alas we have forkit- 
ed our title to God, or to any good thing 
from him, by our breach of the Old Core 
nant, and now we have nothing to do with 
God, except only to endure the ; no ſirokes 
of his fin-revenging juſtice. Oh what need 
have we to try our ſelves by an impartil 
ſcrutiny ? For our better aſſiſtance in this 
great and weighty buſineſs, I ſhall a little open 
whatit is to enter into Covenant in gene, 
and then enquire what conditions of the new 
Covenant we can find in our hearts, and 
then ſhew a little of the nature and <& 
fe&ks of theſe Covenant-mercies where they 
are. | 
| For the firſt, to enter into Covenant with 
God is to own God as our God, and to 
give up our ſclves wholly to him as his ; &- 
preſſed in theſe words in Scripture, I wil 
be thy God and then ſhalt be my people, this 
this is the Marrow of the Covenant, for Gofl 
to be our God, it is a comprehenſive word, 
It is. | ſubſtantia fedcris ] as Funius cal 
it, | anima faderis | as Pareys calls it, | 


put federis | as Mnſail , the — 


BE 
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and head of the Covenant, the lite of Religi- 
on is in this, as one faith ſweetly, the good- 
neſs of duties lyes in Adverbs, and the 
ſyeetnels of the Covenant lyes in poſſcſo 
hives 

- Well then, the contracting of this Cove- 
rant-betwixt God and a ſoul conſiſts chiefly 
na mutual reddition, or giving up them- 
ſelves each to other, . expreſſed in Scripture 
bya Matrimonial contract, when God gives 
vp himſelf to the ſoul, and accepts of him, 
and the.ſoul accepts of God as his God, and 
gives up himſelf to him , now we are not 
toenquire after the a& of God, for *tis fully 


expreſſed in the Scriptures, and it is certainly |. 


luppofed God accepts the ſinner, when the 
{inner accepts of God, for theſe are relatives, 
nor 15 this any change in God, the change is 
only in the finnexr, who is now put into a 
pew ſtate and relation 3 it is certain by the 
free offers of the Goſpel, that God doth 
conſent, and the main thing to be enquired 
into is whether the ſoul do confent or no ; 
fox if it cordially do, the .match is made, 
.God and the ſoul are marryed, which is a 
thing of the greateſt importance in the 
whole World, I (hall purpoſely wave con- 


troverſics in this buſineſs wherein this con- S:e My. 
ſent lyes, whether it be only an aſſent, an act Baxt.Saivts 
of the underſtanding, or it be a choice, an *-Partr. 


atof. the Will, &*c. I conceive ?tis an a&t* 


of the whole ſoul, whereby a poor troubled 
inner diſcovering its forlorn eſtate by its 
breach of the Old Coyenant, and ſad conſe- 

quences 


177,178, 
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Gen. 21. 
'*x4,16, 175 
18,19. 


of guilt and wrath, and then we fit down 


. God as our God : 2. Whether we have given 


' ture or ſomething elſe befides God 3 we are of 


quences thereof, and diſcerning a poſſibility 
of a recovery and the way of reconciliation 
by a new Covenant contrived and contrag. 
ea betwixt God and fallen man, ſcaled and 
confirmed, by the blood of a Mediator, God. 
man, doth freely, cordially, and conſtantly 
accept of God as his chiefeſt good, and ult- 
mate end, and give up himſelf to him re 
ſolvedly, unreſervedly, and univerſally, to be 
the Lords z to be and do what the Lord ple 
feth, to obey divine commands, be at God's 
diſpoſe in life and death, and thus to conti- 
'nue even to the end of his days. 

This 1s for a foul to enter into Covenant 
with the Lord, the tryal will lye in theſe two 
things 3 1- Whether we have accepted of 


up our ſelves to him, to be at his diſpoſe, ya 
orno? a little of both theſe. / 

r. Whether have you taken the Lord-to 
be yours, or no. Weare all naturally Ido-. 
laters and have our hearts glued to the Cret- 


thoſe many, that cry out, who will ſhew u 
any gyod ? and trace the whole Creation to 
nd fatisfaction, till we are weary,” and fit 
down defpairing of obtaining what we ſeek, 
for all the creatures are forced to eccho this 
unanimous vote, happineſs is not in mez 
thus (like Hagar ) we 'wander in this 
howling wilderneſs, till the Water of hope 
be ſpent in the bortle,” 'and our ſouls ( like 
Ihmaet ) be ready to periſh under the ſhrubs 


W 
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ilty [iz ſorrow, ready to pine away in our ini- 


quities, loth to ſee or think of our own 
dumnation, lifting up our voice with bitter 
weeping, and deſpair. God hears and asks 
the troubled ſoul what it ailes, and under 
theſe confuſions: he creates a bleſſed ſpring 
of hope in this deſert-ſiate 3 opens the eyes, 
naniſheth the heart with the glory of Goſpel- 
gnice, draws Water of life out of the well 
o falyation, and fatisfieth the hungry ſoul 
with good things, makes the ranſomed ſinner 
own that God that thus owns him in a time 


10F 


of need, and to cry out as repenting Iſrael : | 


ace, O Lord oxr God, other Lords beſides thee 
bave bad dominion over us, but by thee only 
nil we make mention of thy name, Iſa. 26. 13. 
or as David, -Plal. 73.25. whom have 1 in 
Heaven but thee, an there i4 none upon earth 
that I defire beſides thee, my fleſh and my heart 
failth, but God is the ſtrength of my beart 
portion for ever, ver. 26. as if the poor 

foul ſhould ſay, I have been long ſecking con- 
tentment here below, but I ſee by {ad expe- 
rience, all things fail, there*s vanity and vex- 
ation writ upon the ſweeteſt comforts under 
the Moon 3 I have laid out much labour for 
that which profits not; I am weary with 
my diſappointments, 1 will return to my 
firſt Husband 3 return unto thy reſt, O my 
foul. God alone is the moſt, ( yea, the only ) 
luitable and ſatisfying reſt of my wandring 
and bewildred ſoul ; let others goa whoring 
from God'to creature-props, *tis good-for 
me to draw nigh to God. I am undone 
| without 
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without him, Iam fick of love for him, woe 
1s me, what ſhall Ido? it my ſoul get” ng 
an intereſt in God I faint, I dye, I am dang 
ed 3 Lord put me not off without thy (el, le 
nothing, take up my heart beſides thee z lt 
all the pleaſures, profits, honours of the 
World go whither they will ſo I may har 
my God, I can fect one God againſt them all, 
if God be the portion of mine inheritance, 
I can ſay truly che lines are fallen to me in 
pleaſant places, Thave a goodly beritage, 1 can 


bid detiance to all the world to make me mi- 


ſ:rable, when all the World looks black 
about me,/and all my comforts forſake me, 
when ſecming friends ſcorn. me, and ral 
enemies purſue me with cruel hatred 3 Ia 
then incourage my (elf in the Lord my God. 
Yea rejoyce in the Lord ; yea, when the 
whole Creation cracks about my ears, and 


the Earth trembles, the Heavens are tolkd. 


together as a ſcroll ; I know that —_ 
deemer Jjves and I ſhall live with him 1 
bliſs and bleſſedgeſs for ever—— thele or 
the like are the muſings of the Covenanted 
foul, and though it cannot ſay the Lord is 
his, yet he can (ay, through grace, that it #8 
the defire of his toul to have the Lord -for 
his: God, he looks upon that as the happieſt 
eliate that a Creature is capable of, and'if 
God-. ſhould fay this Houſe or Latid,' of 
Goads, or this Kingdom, or this world: is 
thine, except he ſay withall, I am thine, the 
foul . goes away diſconſolate, and looks om 
all thoſe as nothing worth. i 

| } Chriſtians, 


The Sure Mercies of David; | 
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Chriſtians, try your ſelves, hath it been 
thus with you, or hath it not ? what ſettled, 
mevailing account hath the God of Heaven 
inyour hearts? do you look upon all the 
keavery and delights of the World but as 
fraw and dirt under your, fect in compariſon 
o your God ? do your hearts pant after the 
living God? do your ſouls defixe him in the 
night ? can you boaſt of -your. God,. and 
dullnge all the world ; and fay, there's 
none. like unto our God ? can you depend 
won him, and caſt all your care onhim : do 


| y9a.in all things give him.the prehemi- 


nence ?* are your hearts endeared to, and 
"_—_ with this glorious gracious 
d? 


w your ſelves to him? for if: you be the 
lords, you are not your own, you have 


| wholly xefigned up your felves to him ; you! 


ke given him the Keys of your hearts, and: 
ddlivered him poſſeflion-of your fauls, as the 
only rightful owner thereof : juſt as the Wife 
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"yY But I proceed, whether have you given | 


r Cor. 6. 
_ 


aives up her all to her husbandzforhat fje hath 1 Cor. 7. 4; 


power of her own body, but ber \Husband 
6 oh the ſoul ſarxender ir felf unto: its 
witual Husband, fo that now it hath. no- 
ing to diſpoſe :of without its husbands 
kivez houſe, land, money, eſtates, relations, 
tame, time, gifts of mind, members of body : 
kaulties of foul, life it (elf, and all things he 
8 hath, doth, axe at-Gods diſpoſe, and he 
lays them all at his Husbands feet, and dare 
"ot diſpoſe of one penny. in- his-purſe, or 


minute 
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minute of his time, or caſt of his eyt, 
thought of his heart ( by his goed wil) 
without his Husbands leave 3 hence you (hull 
hear a Covenanted ſoul inquiring after fi 
and duty, and making Conſcience of cons 
plyance with thg Lords will and pleaſutti 
the Scripture calls this a giving our ſchg 
to the Lord, 2 Cor. 8. 5. yea, -there- ate'ſt 
veral outward ſymbols to evidence it, lf, 
44+ 5- one ſhall ſay T am the Lords, and amv 
ther ſhall call himſelf by the name of Jah, 
and anither ſhall ſubſcribe with his band 
the Lord, and firname himſelf by the namt 
Iſrael; Profeſſion, Subſcription, Denomins 
tion 3 nay though it be to endure- the ſen 
of a reproachtul nick-name, any thine 
would he'do, ſo he mightbe'ranked amongt 
real Saints, and be indeed the Lords. 

And there are four properties of the ſouk by 
ſelf-delivery to God. A -Covenanting foil 
gives up it {elf to God theſe four WaysS,vit th 
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1- Really. bi 
2. Readily. LL 
3. Reſolvedly. | 
4+ Unreſervedly. BR ml I» 


I. Really, Truly, Sincerely, without j 0 
ordinary, counterfeiting and complementing] Y! 
that is in the World; *tis -as eaſie as it 
common for men to Court others with tha 94 
empty Ceremony 3 Your ſervant, Sir, wi | 
they never think as they ſpeak, this (by dt "! 
way) is to be ranked ( at leaſt ) amo 
idle words, of which (I fear) many have! 


{ad account to give3 et profeſſours learn b& 
<p ; (it 


not 
bu 
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| ter manners and language, than to conform 
yill)'| berein'to the world 3 well, but a Saints giv- 
Cat] ing up himſelf co the Lord, is not comple- 
r {@ | mental but real, here holy David, you ſhall 
cons/| fnd him in good earneſt, Pfal. 116. 16. 0 
Fartsil Lord, truly T am thy ſervant, T am thy ſer- 
hey] 2ant, and the Son of thine band-maid, thou 
re (| bit Jooſed my bonds : Here's 1. An Aſſeve- 
16, | ration, #raly. 2. An affirmation, T am 
1 i| thine. 3- A duplication, I am, and I am 
acoh;| th ſervant. 4 A gconfirmation by: two 
#4 © A » 1. He was, his ſervant by*bis 
nh, being born in his bouſe, for it a Wo- 

min | Man was ſervant in an houſe, all the Chil- 
ſen| {ren ſhe bore there were ſervants to. tlie 
thin] aſter of that houſe 3 hence faith David, 
ongh| te ſon of thy band-maig. '2. David" was 
| God's by Redemption, thou haſt Icoſed my 

. foul] fonds, for ſuch as delivered any from capti- 
> (ol rity had them to be their ſervants for ever: 


"viz; | thus every gracious ſou] really profeſſeth See Exod. 
*.."| himſelf ro be the Lords, he is God's 21: 4, 5,6. 


bought and bored Servant, he doth (as the 

| feryant of old ) plainly fay, Tlove my maſter, 

nl Inillzot go' our, and fo is brought to the 
at jo dor-poſt, and hath his ear bored through 
entry] With an Aule, he receives an ear-mark, being 
$ it yl board by the bleſſed: ſpirit of God, and fo 
\ tha Bade willing and obedient to the Lord's 
whal ls, this ingageth him to be much in de- 
by ling to know the Lord*s will with a reſo- 
,mog{ tion to do it 3 he flops not his car, hides 
havel| Mt his eyes from his Mafter's' commands, 
-n b&| ut prays as David, Pfals 119. 125. I am thy 
ft | ſervant, 


Pſa). 18.44. 
oe Maige p 
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ſervant, give me underſtanding, that I my 
know thy teſtimonies, z a good foul would noe 
be ignorant of any part of its work, becayſe 
he is a real ſeryant, and makes Conſcience 
upright obedience : Ah firs, what ay you 
hearts to this? are you in-good earneſt ? dg 
you indeed fpeak as you think, and will yoj 
do accordingly ? it's no jelting, trifling mat 
ter? Iſrael gave God good words 3. fo that 
God faith, they have well ſpoken, when 
they promiſed to be the Lords and to- obey 
hina, but God adds, 0 that there were ſuch ty 
hears in them that they would fear. me, &6, 
Dcut, 5. 28,29. Alas perfons may ſay far 
in ,a fluſh of affe&ion, but enquire you into 
the frame of your ſpirits and. ations whe: 

ther you be real. _ | 
2+. This. ſelf-delivery. to God is. ready, 
free, willing, and chearfal,} not with gruns 
bling, and by compulſion 3 when perſons do 
it becauſe they cannot help it, when they fe 
they muſt dye, and can Ar che Devil no 
longer, or under the rod, only they will be 
for a fit and fiart religious 3 but it is full fore 
againſt their wills, for they would rather 
chooſe to: be ſlaves to luft, but* they arc 
taken off by violence or conſiraint, or elle 
they .lye under ſuch terrours and convit- 
ons, that for preſent they are over-awed, an 
daxe not-but profeſs to be the Lords, it 1s 
ſtrangers that yield feigned or forced. obed+ 
ence to our David. But the Lord's tm 
hearted ſubjects ſhall be a willing people i 
the day of this power, Rfal. 110. 3+ mol 
| rinelics 


+ | God. Oh the account that God makes of 
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ineſſes. or liberalities 3 ſo the word fignifies, 

they are all volunteers, and look upon it as 

their priviledge, honour and happmelſs to be 

the Lord's ſervants, as the good Emperour 
Treodoſines, that accounted it greater honour to 

be the ſubject of Chriſt, than to be Empe- 

tour of the World. Real Chriſtians are like Judg.s. g. 
the Governours of Tſrael, that offered them- | 
flves willingly among the People 3 theſe 

hays Ged*s heart, fince the Lord hath their 

heart : thoſe in A&: 2. 4.1. gladly received 

the Word, and ſo were Baptized 3 every 

Child of God is a free-will- offering, and 

preſents his ſoul and body as a living facri- Rem. 2.x. 
tice '( 'or Holocarft ) and this 1s acceptable to 


theſe ! they are called Princes of the people, 

Ial. 47. 9. the Marg. hath it, the voluntary 77 

a the people, volunteers are Princes, (as Dy 

ndeed all Gods Saints are Kings, and the 

Church hath her Princes in all the Earth ) Pll.45.16. 

euſe they have power over their baſe ftub- 

bm wills, which is more than to rule over 

millions of men 3 theſe are perſons 'of moſt 

wble, generous, and ingenuous ſpirits, others 

teof a low, baſe, ſordid, degenerate ſpirit, 

at have not ſubjeed themſelves to God, 

are ſlaves to their luſts, Well firs, how 

8K with you ; do you voluntarily, and 

Qeerfully Carrender your ſelves to the Lord, 

8 Maid doth in Marriage to the perſon fhe 

loves ? are your hearts {o gone after the Lord, 

8olook upon it as'your greatelt preferment, 

t be joyned to fo ſweet an Husband ? have 
I you 
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Cant.6.12, 
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you ſcriouſly deliberated things in your 


breaſts z and upon mature thoughts condy. 
ded that this is the beſt match you can make? 
doth your ſoul make you like the Chariots of 
Amminadab, or a willing-people ? and the 
longer you ſerve this Maſter, the better 
you like this ſervice : You do not repent tha 
you gave up your names to him, if iq were tg 
do again, you would do it, though you knew 
of ten thouſand times moxe troubles in your 
way than yet you have met with ; nay you 
thank God heartily that he will accept of 
your perſons and ſervices : and youlook up. 
on his ſervice as perfect treedom : is it thus 
with you, bleſs God, he hath brought you 
into Covenant. - 

3. The Covenanted foul delivers up ith 
to God refolvedly; there are ſome that halt 
between two opinions, that are off and on; 
one while they will be for God, another while 
they are ſiaggering, like the Samaritans: 
when the Jews were in proſperity, they 
would profels.to be of their ſiock, when in 
adverſity they diſowned relation to them,thele 
are a Cake half-baked, the one fide baked 
for God, the other fide dough. ſo that' one 
cannot tell: what to make of them. 3. God 
likes not theſe unfixt unreſolved ſpirits: but 
a real Saint will have God whatever it colt 
him ; like a Woman, that will have ſuch 4 


Man, though ſhe beg with him z friends miy | 


{ct their hearts at reli, thexe's no diſfwadiyy 
her, for her affe&ions are. placed, all bond 
cannot hold her 3 juſt:thas is it with py 

| ſou 
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fear, there's no revocation ; carnal friends, 
ky nothing,that go about to hinder the ſouls 
match, he will ſtrike this bleſſed bargain in 
bite of all oppolition 3 all the Devils in 


Hal, and Men on Earth, ſhall not obſfiruct 
| his courſe and motion to the Lord, if my 


Father hang'd about my neck , (faith an An- 
cient) my Wife and Children ſtood in my way 
tv» my dearly beloved, 1wonld fling off my Fa- 
ther, throw down my Wife, trample on my 
Children that I may enjoy my Lord Ged : otter 
2 reſolved foul, Houſe, Lands, Pleaſures, 
Treaſures, they all fignifie nothing it chey 
beto hire him from Chriſt 3 les their money 
periſh with them ( (aid that noble Marqueſs } 
that eſteem all the money in the World worth 
me hors Communion with Feſus Chriſt ; con- 
lider Myſes and Paul, the firſt forſook the 


| ſoul, it cleaves to the Lord with full purpoſe AQ. 1:23 
. | of heart, it hath devoted it (elf to God's ial, 119» 


pleaſures of Pharaobs Court for Chrili, the Heb. xr: 


latter accounted not his life dear in the cauſe 
of Chriſt : and indecd this is che great con- 
dition upon which we can only have an in- 
tereſt in hini, Luk. 14. 26. if any men come 
to mt, and hate not his father, mother, wife, 
thildren, brethren, ſiſters, yea and bis own life 
alſo, he cannot be my diſciple, i. ce. when theſe 
land in competition with Chriſt z or when 
he cannot keep both 3 i} be will not be willing 


_ topart with theſe rathcr than wans Chriſt, he 


24, 25s 
. 20.24, 


not worthy of him, as another Evangelitt Mat.10.37 


liath it: Ah firs, how is it with you ? are 
you ata point ? do you hang no longer in 
l2 {ulpence 


116 


® 4 


Pal. 119. 
59, 60. 
Eph. 6. 15. 
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ſuſpence ? will you have Chriſt upon his own. 


propoſed terms ? and will you have him 
now ? and not delay a moment longer; do 
yon ſay that upon due contidering your 


ways, you make haſte and will not delay; 


to give up your ſelves, to the Lord ? are your 


feet ſhod with the preparation of the Goſpul 


of peace, i. e. with an holy reſolution to go 
through ſharpelt paths to your beloved ? you 
care not what befalls you 3 ſo that this 
dreadful cvil do not befall you to be with- 
out God in the World, and many waters of 
oppoſition cannot quench this flaming love 
to your deareſt Lord : try your ſelves by this 


.NOte. 


4+ A gracious ſou] delivers up it (elf to 
God, unreſervedly, entirely, and univerſally, 


and that both with reference to the ſubjeg,, 


_ and che ſeaſon, the whole ſoul, and that for 


ever, 1- Totally. 2. Finally, 

1- The whole ſoul is given up to God 
in this Covenant-match ; here do hypocrites 
dodge, and article, and make reſerves, and 
come not off fair, but leave ſome fort of the 


heart for aluſi, and are not willing to give | 


up themſelves entirely 3 now God will have 
all the heart, or none at all, he will not 
brook a corrival or competitour, my ſo 
give me thy heart, and indeed the whole foul 
Is a preſent little enough for the God of 
Heaven, it 1s a whoriſh heart: that*s for di- 
viding a gracious ſoul faith, let him hare 
all, as it cannot be content with half a Savr 


. Our, fo it knows God will not be content 


wi 
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with half a ſou], and therefore cryes out 
Lord, here 1 am poor worm, I have pollated 
my (elf with fin, and deſerve not that ever 
thou ſhould own fuch a wretch as I am; 
jet ſuch as I 2m, 1 here offer my {elf wholly 


tothe; alzs Iam but a poor and forry pre- 


ſent for ſo great a King, yet I freely give my 
{if to. thee, intreating thee ro make me 
better 3 I cannot beſtow my (elf on one that 
ather hath more right to me, or can do 
nore for me; here I am Lord, Iam only 
thine and wholly thine take me as thine, 
and make me leſs mine own, and that will be 
ny happinels, and I ſhall be hitter for thy 
ſervice 3 I dare not part ſtakes bctwixt thy 
{df and any other, for I ſce, I cannot ſerve 
two contrary Maſters 3, I will not give my 
aculties or members any more as inſtru- 
ments of unrighteouſneſs 3. chain my ſoul 
to thee, unite my heart to fear thy name. 
Thisor ſuch like is the language of a Co- 
renanting-ſoul, and there can be no Cove- 
tant without this intireneſs and compleat 
rlignation 3 hence axe thoſe multitudes of 


heart, foul, &c, and ſerving God with a! the 
tart, yea this is the ſumm of all that God 
Itquires of us, Dewt. 10-12. O try then, 
hath the ſpirit of God beat down cvery 
lrong hold and vain imagination z and 
tought over your hearts wholly to the 
Lord ? what ſay you, is every nook and 
tees of your hearts delivercd up to this great 

I 3 and 
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 aprelſions that call for a ſecking G:4 with De .4 29; 
the whole heart, and a loving God with all the © 


65. 
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| beloved? deal faithfully with your ſouls on 


Jam. 1, 25 


* are ye my diſciples indeed, Joh. 8. 31- and 
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and 'mighty Conquerour ? is there no Crez- 
ture-comfort, or ſenſual pleaſure that hath 
ſtollen away your hearts from your dearly 


this behalf, there is no dallying with the 
ſearcher of your hearts. 

2, Have you given up your hearts and 
fclves irrevocably, irreverſibly, hinally ? 
there's no playing: faft and looſe with the 
great God, you muſt not give and take 
again, that's fools play : but you muſt be 
for ever the Lords, all your days, devote 
your ſ:lves to keep his commandments unto 
the end, not like ſome {ſervants that will 
keep to their Maſters, as long as they like, 
or while they pleaſe them, but this is a boar- 
ing through the ear to be the Lord's fer- 
vants for ever; it's a marriage that laſts for 
term of life, T will call up9n him, faith Ds 
vid, as long as 1 live, Plal.-116. 2. it is the 
hollow-hearted Hypocrite that ends his Re- 
lIigion before he have ended his days, that 


puts his hand to the Plow and looks back, | 


that falls off when tribulation comes 3 but x 
Covenanting ſpiritis a conſtant ſpirit ; whole 


houſe are” we, ſaith the Apoſtle, if we hild| 


faſt the confidence, and the rejoycing, of tht 
hope firmly unto the end, Heb. 3. 6. it 1s tht 
end that crowns the ation 3 Solomon faith, 


the end of a thing is better than the beginning: | - 


Chriſt ſaith, if ye continue in my word, tht 


many Scriptures make this a condition 


. without which no falvation : and thou 
| | þ 4 
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the end 15 not yet come, ye is it the de- 
fre and deflign of your ſouls to pray, 
and read and ferve God all your days ? 
you do not, you dare not fet bounds, li- 
mits to your obedience 3 but fay as Da- 
nd, Plal. 71+ 14. I will hope continually, and 
nill yet praiſe thee more and more, q. d. 1 
am fo tar from caſting away my hope 
and faith that I will continue, yea and 
increaſe in the exerciſes of Religion : do 
you relolve with David to keep Gods Law 
ontinually, yea for ever and ever, Plal.119.44- 
and praying ftill for ſupporting Grace, 
117. uſing all the reft of God's ap- 
_ means for your perſeveranceto the 
en q b 

Thus T have diſpatcht this part. of the 
tryal, which is general, to try. whe- 
thex we be entred into Covenant with 
God by theſe reciprecal acts of giving. and 
receiving, whether you have taken God for 
your God,-and given up your ſelves to him, 
35 Covenahted fouls are wont to do; give 


me leave, for a cloſe of this head, to ſurmm 


up the mofk that I have ſaid in the Di- 
vine Poem. of that incomparable ſwaect 


Singer of our Tfrael, Mr. George Herbert,in 


the Claſping of hands, pag 151. 


I 4 


or, 


Lord thou art mine, and I am thine, 
If mine I am, and thine mach more, 
Then I or ought, or can be mine, 
Tet to be thine doth me reſtore ; 
So that again I zow am mine, 
And with advantage mine the more :, - 
Since this being mine, brings with it thing, 
And thou with me dſt thee reſtore. 

If Iwithout tbee would be mine, 

I neither ſhould be mine nor thines- 


Lord, I am thine, and thou art mine : 
So mine thou art, that ſomething more 
I may preſume thee mine then thine, 
For thou diaſt ſuffer to reſtore 
Not thee, but me, and to be mine ; 
And with advantage mine the more, 
Since thou in death raft none of thine, 
Jet thee as mine didſt me reſtore. 
O be mine ſtill, till make me thine ; 
Or rather make no Thine and Mine. 


More particularly, I intreat you toe 
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quire into the conditions of the new Cove 
nant, or. the graces and diſpolitjons pro 
miſed therein, and lay your hand on your 
heart, and enquire whether they be really i 
you, ſuch as theſe. 

Jer.31.33* 1+. I told you faving illumination is att 
great Covenant-condition 3 hath the Lai 
diſcovered to you the great and good thing| 
of his Goſpel ? opened to you his bleſ 

| Treaſurj, 


inte, 
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; [rafury, and annointed your eyes to behold 


dl things in their lively colours 3 have you 
zot a clear diſcovery of the nature of fin, 


| [iuty, miſery, mercy, the creatures vanity, 
(hrilt's beauty, and excellency ? have you - 


with an Eagle-eye pierced into deep Goipel- 
myſteries ? this is not a brain-knowledge 
liſting in notion, but an experimental 
piritua} - acquaintance witly the things of 
God, weighting; the ſoul with the ſenſe 
thereof, and leading it into the life and ſoul 
of Scripture-traths z ſo that a Chriſtian now 
les Divine things after another manner 
than ever before, and 1s led into all truth 
by the bleſſed Spirit : God promiſeth that 
al the Churches Children ſhall be taught of 
God, Ia. 54- 13- which Scripture our Sa- 
viour doth cite and interpret, Fob. 6. 45. of 
believing or coming to God, every one there- 
fore that hath heard and learned of the Fa- 
ther, cometh unto me. Ah Chriſtians, have 
you learned this choice Goſpel-lefſon of go- 
ing out of your ſelves, and cloſing with 2 
naked Chriſt, upon pure Goſpel-terms ? this 
is the great leſſon. of the Goſpe], have you 
learned it ? you are dunces, and deſerve to 


be kickt out of Chriſt's ſchool, unleſs you 
have learng} this great and ſweet leſſon ; 
Belides God teacheth many other leſſons, as 


I2E- 


to hate: ſin, love God, and holineſs, and to 


love God's Children 3; Hence faith bleſſed 


| Paul, 1 Theſ. 4. 9. as touching brotherly 


love; ye need nor that T write unto- you, fer 
ye your ſelves are. taught of God to love 
one 
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one another ; this divine nature prompteth 
ſouls to this ; they cannot do otherwiſe 
except they put off their. very nature; for ; 
Chrittian may find his heart ſecretly and 

+ ſenſibly carryed out to all things and perſon 
that have the fiamp and image of God, s 
Cathedram the very name and the common, nature of , 
baber 42. Brother is potent and prevalent to attrad the 
pic". we affections : the truth 1s, he hath his Chair 
Duando in Heaven that thus teacheth hearts; and if 
des eff God be the teacher, he makes apt and able, 
yay —_— nimble and notable Scholars. Oh Chrifti- 
. 3tur, ans, {ee and try your learning, enquire whois 
quod do:i= your Matter. | 
car. Aug 2, Another diſpoſition like this, or in- 
ww deed a fruit of the former is, God's writing 
Heb 8 1g. his Lew in our hearts, be promiſeth to put bis 
10.16. Law intoabeir inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts 3 (fo that as Talley anſwers to 
' Talley, Indenture to Indenture, Face to Face, 
ſo the heart ſhall eccho and anſwer to the 

Word of God; and feel ſomething within 

his own boſome, that joynes iffue with the 

Rom.7.12, word without ; fo that a gracious foul an 
16, now fay with Paxl, I confent to the Lay 

- that it is good 3 whatever I be, the com- 
mandment is holy, juſt, and good, a carl 

heart riſeth up in Rebellion agMMli the word, 

and ſecret}y loaths a {piritua} command and 

could wiſh it even razed out of the Bible, that 

it might ſin more freely, but a gracious foul 

loyes that word beſt, that reftrains corrupti- 

on moſt, and binds it cloſeſt in new obedi- 

ence; hence faith David, thy word is #1) 

. pare, 


L, 
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tretherefore tby ſervant loves it, Pfal. rig. Preſia 6 
10- the firiter the Word is, the better 1 "04 
bre it; I would have the Law of God refirain —_— 
the exorbitancies of my heart and life, it c:ftoa; figu 
bth me good to be kept in, for Ive a 7am gue te 
fild and wayward heart : Oh how glad am ##ravit 
Iof a word that fſearcheth, curbeth, and Trey. . 
atteth off my extravagant branches, I wil- Jemetipſe- 
lingly fall under it and bleſs God for it, as b»moren, ue 
me of the greateſt mercies of my life-: can #4atu— 
you fay thus ? when there is a controverfie wetiegs : 

"Op _ e[t1g44 di- 
tetwixt a pinching word and a repining luſt, jon 
whethey do you vote for ? which. do you 9s. Irzn, 
give your voice for, and plead on the behalf 2<verf- 
of? can you not take God's part, and the —_—— 
words part againſt a naughty deceitful heart? PYY 
or do you pick'quarrels with the ſtatutes of 
Heaven when you ſhould obey it ? Ah firs, 
try your ſelves in this, and if you tind+ that 
you have a counterpane of Gods Word 
within you, a tranſcript of this bleſſed Copy 
in your hearts, then are you within the 
Covenant. 

3. God promiſcth to give his people in 
Covenant with him, one heart and one way, 
ſer. 32. 39+ this imports both an oneneſs of 
heart within it ſelf, and alſo an oneneſs of 
heart with other Saints; before Converſion 
the heart was divided and diſira&ed be- 
twixt various objects 3 God. muſt have part, | 
P2tan part, fin part, and the world another & 
part of the heart 3 but now the ſoul gives it 
{cf wholly to God, as I have opened, hence 
David prays, unite my heart to fear thy name, Pl. 86.11, 

"..\Or 
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At.g 25. to their 


intirely, univerſally given up to God 3 but 
of this before ; likewiſe the Covenant of 
Grace makes Chriſtians unanimous 3 hence 
it is that as ſoon as ſouls have given up them 
(elves to _ they eſſay to joyn themſclyg 

raternity, and. unite with the $- 


al.s os. ciety of fincere believers 3 hence the pritm- 
Cap. 4: 32. tive Saints were together with one accord; 


Phil. r. 5. 
Eph. 2. 21 


Col. 2.19 


Eph. 4. 3, 
4z Jo 


Jer.50.45. 


yea they were of oze heart, and of one ſol; 
as the Curtains of the Tabernacle were 
coupled: with loops, ſo were Chriſtians with 
love 3 hence you hear 1o often mention 


made of fellowſhip in the Goſpel, and God; ' 


' Children are compared to a building tity 
framed together, by the cement of the Sp- 
ritz yea to members of the body, with relz- 


' tion to the head, from whom ( ze, Chuikt) 


the whole body fitly joyned together, and 
compacted == Epheſ. 4- 16. Well then, lirs, 
are you united and become one with the 
relt ot the Saints, though you cannot attain 
to a oneneſs in judgement in every. leſſer 
truth about Diſcipline, &c. yet are you one 
with them in heart and affe&ion 2? Yea of 
one judgement and way with them, in main 
material points of dodqrine and praQice, 
baving oxe Lord, one faith, one Baptiſm, et- 
deavouring to keep the unity of the ſpirit in thi 
bond of peace, cannot you lay to others come, 
let us joyn our ſelves to the Lord in a perpetud 
Covenant, that ſhall not be forgotten ? are not 
your hearts glad when you lee any come.1n, 
and Worſhip the Lord ? how ſlaps. you 
| heans 
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or make my heart one 3 a real Saint is fully 


hea 
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hearts affected towards ſuch as fear God? 


xe you 'of one 'heart with them, can you 
cheerfully walk in one 'way with them as 
wur ſweeteſt companions ? is your chief 


content in theſe truly excellent ones ? then 


jou are in Covenant. 

4. The fear of God, is a gracious diſpo- 
tion promiſed to new-covenant Converts, 
kr. 32+ 40, T will, faith God, pur my fear 


) | in their hearts that they ſhall not depart from 


me; this fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of Wiſdom 3 ana ?tis often put for all Reh- 


| gion 3 it -is a holy revercntial awefulneſs 


Job 28 28. 


mought in a believers heart, whereby - 


through a ſerious: ſenſe- of Gods: glorious 
Majeſty and tender rnercy the foul is atraid 
to offend God, and carcful to pleafe him as 
: Child is his Father, by --a conſcientious obe- 
tence to all Gods commands. .I- cannot 
land to open this fully, but bring you to the 
teſt; Chriſtians, doth the fear of God poſ- 
(f and ſeize upon your ſpirits ? doth it make 
you-men of tr#th, bating covetoyſueſs..? doth 
t ingage your ſouls to ſerve him with reve- 
rnce -and godly fear ? doth it make you 
draid of his: threatnings, fearful to offend 
him, careful to pleaſe him.? do you worſhip 
im 3 bis fear ? doth it make you run to 
tim as your bope and confidence ? are your 
(ouls in the fear of the Lord all the day long ? 
doth the fear of God caſt out the flaviſh fear 
of men? doth it make you work out: your 
lalvation with fear and trembling 2? doth it 
make you tremble at his word, and willing 

| | ro 


Exod. 18. 
2I- 


Heb.13.28. 


Prov. o Teo 
Pſa'. 5. 7- 


Prov. 14. 
26, 
Prop, 23. 
17, 
Mat. 10 28, 
Phil. 2. 12. 
Iſa, 66. 2» 
Ia. 50. 11» 
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toobey the voice of his ſervants ? doth it | 4 
keep you humble, ſelf-denying, from being 
+ proud high-minded ? do you fear God and 
' give glory to him in feeing.his works: in a 
';, word doyou fear God and work righteoul: | 
. "neſs, fear God and hate wickednels ; is it 
- thus with your ſouls ? Jay your hand upon 
' your heart; and ſeriouſly anſwer theſe qut- 
 Rions 3 I know you?l all ſay you have chi | ; 
fear of God ;, but whether hath it theſe Pro- | 
phecies? and one word more, whence ſprings 
this fear of God ? doth it flow not only from 
the apprehenſion of God's Majeſty and firidt | ; 
juſtice, bur from the ſence of his free-grac 
and goodneſs 3 ſo God faith in Hol. 3.5, 
they ſhall fear tbe Lord, and his goodneſ; ; 
fo faich David, Plal. 130. 4 there is tire 
with thee that thou 'maiſt be feared; Oh this 
is kindly, when the ſenſe of Gods love aw 
che ſfoulto obedience, and works upon it 
ecnderneſs of Confcience, that it can ſay, 
I dare not grieve fo good a God, or offendſo 
loving a Father, who never did me hurt, 
who isalways doing me good, ſhall I render 
evil for g50d? God forbid : this is Childs 
like and ingenuous, and doth demonſtrate a 
Covenant-relation. 

5. SanCtitication is another Covenants 
promiſe, Ezek.*36. 25- then will I ſprmki 
clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be clem 
from all your filthineſs, and from all your Its 
will I cleanſe you : this is a ſweet: diſpol 
So can you fay to it ? not that tt 
foul in this life can be free from the _ 
| | ers 
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ders of corruption' 3 for what is man that 

be ſhould be clean ? but the power, firength Job 15. 14: 
and Dominion of fin is cruſhed in a Co- 

renanted ſoul; fo that it may be truly ſaid 

of the Regenerate, that he hath & clean heart, I). 24: 4. 
nd clean bands ; and Chriſt faith his Diſci- Jo. Sa 
plerwere clean, all, except Judas Well then, 

hath the good Word of. God made you holy, 

ad cleanſed you heaxts? do you deſire to Joh. 15. 3; 
make.,clean the inſide of the Cup, as - well as 

w-fide 7.1 mean_do.you cleanſe your, ſelves 

from all filthineſs of Hef and ſpirit, reſoly- 

ing to perfe& holineſs in the fear of God ? are 2 Cor. 7,r. 
you growing ſixonger and Rronger ? he that Job 17: 9. 
hath clean hands doth xaos, Cf firength : 

xe you waſhed from your 1dols, 7, e. the. fin 

to which you are moſt , addi&ed ? and. Keep Pll.18.23, 
your. ſelves from your own iniquity ? can 
you ty you hate.every falſe way ? can you 
lutoff a right-hand fin, pluck out a right- 
ye fin, though never. (0 dear and: uſcful 

pleaſant: and profitable : do. you. refiſt and 
conquer (in ſome meaſure )_ your. maſter- 
luſts? ſo that you can ſay, through grace, fin 
tath not Dominion oves you;: though - you 
feel to your cold it hath poſſeſſion in you : 
an you ſay yoy arc preparcd for duties and, 
ordinances, though you be not. cleanſed- ac- 2 Chron. 
carding to the purification of the fanAuary ?.39.19— 


lth faith in God's promiſes purific your.pgr 1149 
OD= 


Rom. 6.14 


heaxts? do you. cleanſe your ways by ob- 
krving Scripture-precepts ? do, you pray Plal.51.146 
hard; for aclean heart as well as clear Nate ? | 
Qn fr, try your {elves in thefe Fings, unleſs 
you 


yoube ſanRitied you are not juſtified, many 
are undone through felf-deceit, in this Cle, 
Solomon Gith, there is a generation that are 
pure in their own eyes, yet 15 not cleanſed 
from their filthineſs, Prev. 3o. 12. take heed 


of this, and labour to evidence” your juſtif- 


cation by your (anQification 

' 6. Another gracious effe& of the New 
Covenant is, A new heart, and a new ſir, 
Ezek. 36. 26. this is an holy diſpoſition, ati 
habit of grace, the image of God, the-Di- 


vine nature ſtrangely changing, altering, me 


tamorpholing the ſoul, caſting it into a new 
mold, and -turning the fircam and current 
of the ſouls motions and affections into ano- 
ther charinel, to a complyance with God's 
will, and a tendency towards Heaven, and 
the things of Heaven : this is a wonderful 
a& and fryit of God's free-grace, and ſandi- 
fying ſpirit : 'and oh what a change doth it 
produce in the heart and life ! not only | 
mental chatige to have the mind adorned with 
ſome general truths in a notional way:; 
fo that whereas before 'a man was an igno- 
rant Sot,now he is grown a knowing perſon, 
and Icarned diſcourſer or diſputant ; nor yet 
15 it only a mora] change, whereby a ma 
formerly a notorious offerider is grown att, 
exa& C3vilien; nor yet aformal change by 
which a careleſs neglcRter is become a con- 
ſtant performer of religious dtities, whith 
is good fo far, yet no'tnore than an hypo- 
| critemay do Simon Magus believes, Herod 
doth many things, 4hab tafis, Fudas can "y 
an 


The Sure Mercies of David-.. | 


SEOEFREBSSSCASTHRSSER SESSE= - 


and 


The Sure: Mercies of David. ©i39 


and Preach:! (But the riew-creature goes bt- 


yond 'thetn' all, for *cis a"Cordial, 'Spiti 


tual, Evatigelical ' change of the whole mzh, 


 [twhat-is'good 3, ſo thar'now” the foul hath 
| | new motions, ations, converſation, a mew 
* | nt; a nv principle, a inew end, new affe- 


ions, new loves ati delights,” = new” lighe 


andlife, new heat and firength, new com- 


panions and acquieſcence; riew griefs; fears, 


. | burdens,” back, hopes, hatred, defires, ayjd 
- | apeQations, old things are paſt away, and 
| bold, all +bings are become: ew 3 {0 that it 


may well be called 'a new Creation, 2 Cor. 
5-197- Chriſtians, try your ſelves in this, 
what work'of *God hath paſſed upoh your 


- | fouls ? have you a new heart? are you 


made holy as God is holy'??- doth this new 
-heart hate and expel fin ? doth it cloſe with 


, | ral Saints as Saints ? doth it breathe after 


Grace in the ſouls of relations, neighbours ? 
doth it make you ſenſible of the ſmilings 
ad hidings of God's face ? doth it raiſe 
jour hearts to heavenly objects and delights ? 
doth Grace-in ſome ' meaſure grow, thrive, 
tcreaſe ' and coime on in your 'ſouls ?: do 
jou Worſhip God in a ſpiritual manher, 
ad long for Communion with him here, 
ad in Heaven ? bee | 
7. A ſoft heart is promiſed in the new 
Covenant, Ezek. 36.26. I will take awa 
the ſtony bears out of your fleſh, and give you 
a1 beart of fleſp, i. e« a ſoft, broken and ten- 
Gr heart, a flexible, plyanr, and' melting 
Gpoſition z not ſo much the eyes pouring 
K floods 
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 flogds of tears. (tor that may proceed frombyt 
_ a:ngtural conffitution ) b t:'A foul ;grig dlpth 


"for fin, as offence againſt God, which lynink 
:the ſinners accqunt and eſtunat] 6. looking i 


ypon it as the greateſt cvil,and whrls than tl. 
worſt afichon > = if - it were $0 0 agiin lun 
/ks: would racher be gg ro cb, than wlll 
* Ipgly commir ſuch aan, he would givedlſin 
the World, (if in his power) that it war[{t 
_ undoneagain ;..and thexefore'is 'it thay: che[pu 
Scripture rather. expreſſeth.. it by, mougning|gs 
than by. weeping » for, weeping 1is.. rathtrla] ter 
paſſionate a@ of the. outward.-tlenfes; and|yfy 
iraſcible faculties, (though, ?tis: defirable. v1. 
' give vent to inward forrow-by:-outwan| the 
tears ) but mourning js an ,he@xt+contritim|! 
and hearty compunQion for {in,' as diſhs-| 46, 
.nouring God, grieving his. Spirit, Crucily-| ws 
_ Ing his Son, and violating his holy anl| jy, 
righteous Law :. well then, have you fol i: 
and tcuder hearts? 5. e. can you lay hear] ful 
your fins as the grcarelt evils that. yer bekl| m; 
. you?can you juſiitieGod if he ſhould condemn | do 
.you can you condemn your ſelves, as;wot-| m 
thy to be damned in Hell-for eyex ? do you] {ol 
bp 
an 
m 
ſi 


oath your ſelves for all your abaminatians 
'can;you with you, had been ppon -the! nad | 
when you committed ſuch: fins ? are ya] m 
. weary and-heavy laden; with the intolerabl 
burden: of the guilt of fin? and what woilt] c; 
yau give or leave to have it - taken off ? 8| y| 
your heart ſenſible of the abſolute need you] -n 
have of Jeſus Chrifi ? are yau ſoft and p-| { 
able to Gods holy will, artgntive co Divi | i 
| motions, 
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I fonlwtions, retentive of Divine unpreſſions ? 
;teredibqh che leaſt hint of God's mind find 1n 
ly inhoo an obſervant ſpirit ? when God. faith, 


olinglat- my face, doth your heart readily, eccho, 
an they foce Lord will I ſeek, ? do your ſouls 
in lamble under ſence of threatnings and 
in Wil. l]deements ? do the apprehenſions of Gods 


ivealſhing-kindne(s melt and attract your heart ? 
 Warſdth this firongly lead and draw you to. re- 
&-theſpntance ? ask your own ſouls ſuch quelti- 
ning [as 3s theſe, whereby. you may know whe- 


hriaſheryou have this condition and diſpolitiqn 

5 and| ofthe Goſpel-Covenant. + ge 

ble... 8, The laſt diſpoſition that is promiſed in 

twasll te New Covenant, as a fingular mercy, 1s 

ritim| holy praGtice, ſpiritual obedience , fo Ezek. $i ergo talls 


= 16.27. I will put my ſpirit within you, and 
ucily- 
/ an 
fol] isan holy, watchful, chearful, faithful, fruit- 9:49r4/4 
heat] fl obedience to Divine precepts and com- 
belel| mands : fo then let me poſe. you thus, ;,,;,,,.,, 


u 


futrit vita 
. raftra git 
unſe you to walk, in my ſtatutes, aud ye ſhall rafirang y 
ley my judgements and do them-——— this menbris 


compo- 
feta ut nt 


< you run the ways of Gods 'command- fri fecur- | 
ments, with enlarged hearts 3. do. you dw DG? 
follow God fully, and walk with God Leges agate 


f,7VUge 


rightly 2 do you delight to do Gods will, ,,z,,.,.,; 
and in all things mind your rule ?. doth the pci i; 


mind of God move you - more than the cu- /#*- carzen 
ſomes and traditions of men ? though . you _— 
camot ſay you do exadtly keep, yet cannot Hom 


you ſay you haveEecſpe&t to all Gods; com- in cap. 17: 


\mandments? are you like the Centurien's 8c. 


ſervants ready to go or come at Gods bid- 
ing? doth the Authority of a divine com- 
: K 2 mand 


mand more awe your 'conſcience to fobedi. 


ence, than the examples of moſt or bef of [dil 
men ? do you with Zechariah -and : Eljgg. Io 


beth ' walk in all the ways of Gods'com 
mandments blameleſs ? do you take heedtg 
your ways that you offend not with ton 
or hand or foot ? do you worſhip God inthe 
beauty of holineſs ?' do you make it you 
buſineſs to ingage your hearts it your'q- 
ng to God ? do you. lift up your 

earts in Gods ways, that God and you may 
meet ?* do you worſhip God in the ſpirit 
rejoyce in Chriſt Jeſus, not having any con- 
fidence in. the fleſh ?-in a word, do you 
gladly follow. Chriſts example, ftudy: con- 
formity to him, and communion with him? 
1s faith working by love ? and doth that loye 
ingage you to keep Gods commands, and 
render them not grievous | but pleaſant } 
do you account Chriſts yoke ' eafie,' hi 
burden light, and his ſervice perfe&' fre 
dom ? and are yoy' conftant and perm 
nent- in -holy walking all your days ? an 
though you may ſtumble and fall, or tun 
afide', ' or ſtand ſtill, or turn -back, ye 
you dare not quit--and forfake God 
ways 'or chuſe the -ways of fin, to g 
aſide with the workers of iniquity, but 
you lament your miſcarriages, are rel: 
leſs till you -get into Gods 'ways agals 
plead hard for pardon ,®are more jealow 
over your hearts , make more haſte God 
wards, and (o through grace, keep faithfil 
to death that you may receive a Crown 
life. | Thus 


ee 
the 
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Ma! 
Co! 
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"Thus I haye gleaned up the conditions or 


<> of [diſpoſitions of Gods Children - which are 
Elizs. ſomiſed by *God, purchaſed by Chriſt, and 
cons ſeſeually wrought by the bleſſed ſpirit in 


ed to 
ongue 
inthe 

your 
r "ap 
your 
1 may 
ſpirit 
' Coft- 
) you 
"ol 
him? 
t love 
, and 
ant ? 


| bi 


the hearts of the eleq, and theſe are the 
nercies of the Covenant, by which you 
may .try whether you be intereſted in the 
Covenant 3 for if you find theſe new-Co- 
yenant-mercies in you, you may . conclude 
you have an intereſt in new Covenant-pri- 
niledges. 

. Another way of tryal ( which I ſhall but 
briefly hint at ) 1s to diſcover the proper- 
ties and effets of new Covenant-mercies, 
upon the ſouls of ſuch as partake of them ; 
6 thoſe benefits and priviledges of the Co- 
renant, as Reconciliation, Adoption, Remil- 
lon of fin, imputation of Chriſfts Righte- 
oalneſs, and the reſt before-mentioned leave 
gracious effects upon the hearts of ſuch, as 
partake thereof—— Take a taſte 3 

1. They are transforming conforming 
mercies, they change heart and life, as be- 
fore; yea, and they make the ſoul argue 
from mercy to duty 3 «that ſoul that partakes 


God| of theſe” mercies, dare not fin, that Grace 


my abound, nor argue from mercy to fin- 


but] ful liberty, much leſs make Chriſtian libercy 
| acloak of lafciviouſneſs; oh no, that's the 


devils Logick, a Child of God thinks and 


ſhall not Idye unto fin, and live unto him 
that dyed for me ? ſhall my dear Saviour 
hed his blood for me 3 and ſhall I think 
KR 3 any 


thus reaſons, did Chrift dye for me, and ' 
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" anything too dear for him ? ſhall he for. | 
give much to me, and ſhallngt I giveat'|ts 
I have to him ? ſhall not I love him much?! 


pray. much, obey much ? O my ſoul, hoy 
Ly thou chuſe but live in new obedient? 
doth not the love of Chritt conſtrain thee? 
hath he reconciled thee to God, and God 
to thee 3 and wilt not thou be reconciled 
to thy offending brother ? hath he forgiven 
thee ten thouſand Talents, gratis, and wilt 
not thou forgive {uch as offend thee a fry 
farthings tor Chriſts fake ? hath God given 
thee himſelf and doſt thou withhold any 
part of thy poor, ſilly, ſorry ſelf from him? 
nay here I am, let him work in me, and do 
with me as ſeems good in his eyes. 

2- They are chearing, comforting, and 
refreſhing mexcies 3 theſe mercies of the Co- 
venant will anſwer all obje&tions, clear all 
ſcores, and put the foul out of doubt con- 
cerning its ſtate, Let the Devil and an ut- 
believing heart conſpire together to tor- 
ment the Conſcience, yet one word of the 
blefled Covenant will baffle all their arguings, 
and ſtop their mouths, and {till the foul; 
let God fpeak out and ſay, 1 am thy Godin 
Covenant, who then | can cauſe trouble? 
this was all Davids Salvation, Deſire, and 
Conſolation. Onedrop of this holy Oyl 
of the Covenant will ({weeten a whole Foun- 
tain and Sea of the bitter Waters of the 


ſharpeſt affli&ions 3 a taſte of the Covenant | 


will turn Water into Wine 3 this is the 


If, 33.24. Txcc caſt into the bitter Waters of Marh, 
that 
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tat; makes: them ſweet /3 'fenſe of pardon 
tkes away-tHe ſenſe of the pain: if a ph" 


[i a clufter and-confiellatian- of Evangeli#- 
al promiles, the good things of the» 


Covenant - keep” head - above” Water, iatid: 
hart above terrour in all conditions : theſe: 


|feel .che ſoul with courage in- difficulties, 


c<mfort in Adverſity, and an Antidote in: 
proſperity. pe Ohh +4 56 ad EY 

3- Theſe mercies of the- Covenant are 
niting, reviving, elevating mercies, they 
lift the heart above the World, and advance 
itto Divine Cceleftial objets and Concepti-. 


Nublunary enjoyments at his' heels ; Chriſt 
and things - above lye +next his heart-; 
other things are droſs and dung in comt- 
pariſon thereof ; a Covenanted Chriſtians 
Treaſure is in Heaven, and his heart is there-z 
he preferrs a grain of Grace to all the coni- 
forts of the World ; common mercies. will 
not content his heart, or quiet his Conſcj- 
ence 3 he opens his Heaven-born ſoul to 
Heavenly influences 5 he can eaſily wink all 
the bravery of this lower World into black- 
nels and deformity, and pitty the ſottiſh 
{enfleſs ſons of men that take up their reſi 
below, and neglc& the main concernments 
of Eternity. Ah, thinks the gracious fol, 
what fool; are theſe that chaſe theſe guilded 

K 4 | vanities, 


wh uf 


ons 3 a- Chriſtian thus cloathed with the Rev. 12. 1; 


_ 3 1} Col. 3.1. 
. | Sun, hath the Moon under his feet, and all Phil.3 2.0. 


< 


 Picv 418. the ſoul ſtrive and thrive in holineſs; going 
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vanities, and-: padt : after the 'duſi:; of the: 
Eaxth 2 wauld.$o.God they did'but ſee yi, 
theſe enlightped. :eyss that Gods:ſpirit hat, 


helpt.me to. .Oh..that. they did. but tafts; 
the ifiwectnels; of; that Grace that 'my-ſoul.is 
enamoured with, they would thirſt after the 
World..:no: moxe,' but long for God, ya, 
this. living; loving God, and never be con 
tentHtil] -rhey 'come to appear before God, 
How: bleſſed are they that have their fins 
pardoned, hearts ; purged, ſouls reconciled? 
that have God for their portion, and He 
ven for their: inheritance and: eternal man- 
fon ? 5 : 
4+ The mercies;of the Covenant are en- 
larging and encreaſing mercies 3 the Chri- 
ſtian-that bath them is like the houſe of 
' > David, that grows . ftronger | and ſtronger 3 
'  theſe;are tending to perfeFion, and make 


Fom ſlep to ſfiep, from ſtrength to ſtrength, 
preſſing towards the mark, ,, tiling as the un 
unto | Noon-day,, or as the water to the 
ſpring yea, this water ſhall ſtall be ſpringing 
wp to eternal life, Joh. 4 14+ Grace makes 
the ſoul long after means of growth, and6o 
increaſe with all increaſe of God, till it be 


perfed man in Chriſt; the ſoul is infatiable |. 


and never faith it hath enough, zl it hav 
arrived to the meaſure of the ſtatare of th 
fulncſs of Chriſt, Epheſ. g. 13, yea, til i 
have attained to tbe reſurrection of the dead, 
Phil. 3.71. Oh firs, examine your hears 
: herein, how do you come on and increaſe 
11, 
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| -— iz you grow in grace, in know-_ 
| |dge, faith, love, humility, repentance, (elf- 


denyal, and heavenly-mindedneſs ? wheres 
your proficiency ? haye you found grace like 
agram-'of /Muſtard-ſeed'? have theſe mer- 
cies ripened into the blade and full car of de- 


| liberxat6/and . proportionable fruit-bearing ? 


aright Chriſtian will never ſay he is good 
enough' while he ſojourns in this lower Re- 
gion, nor/yet happy enough till he be with 
God in'Heaven. {5 756 
- This much for the third Uſe, which was 
an Uſe of Examination. 


CHAP. 


} 


a PR_—_— 


CHAP. I% 


Iv. "PHE fourth Uſe is of Conviddion, | 
; Redargation ..and Reprehenfian, | | 


and this falls heavy On the heads, 'Ts Of Sins. 
ners. 2. Of Saints. -- C 

x, If the mercies of the Covenant be ſure, 
rercies (as we have cleared fully): Qh-. what, 


folly are thoſe ſouls guilty of that are Chrit: | ei 


leſs, graceleſs,careleſs ſouls, that have ng inte- 
reſt in theſe mercies, and never trouble ther» 
{elves about enſuring theſe Covenant-mercies 
to their own ſouls 3 how many in the World 
are deſtitute of theſe mercies ? there is a Ge- 
neration of Men and Women that live with- 
in the pale of the viſible Church, that may 
be called Lo-Ruhamab, for they have not yet 
obtained mercy z nay, in the. ſtate they are 
in, there is no mercy for them, becauſe they 
are not yet in Chriſt, through whom thele 
Covenant-mercies flow : unconverted ſouls 
are unconcerned perſons in theſe mercies 
theſe dogs have nothing to do with-this 
Childrens Bread 3 and yet who fo apt to 
catch and ſnatch theſe precious dainties? 
they love to hear the glorious priviledges 
of belicv:rs laid open, as Juſtification, Recon- 
ciliation, Adoption, and eternal life 3 and 
yet we mult {adly {ay they have nothing to 
do with theſe : if they hear Diſcourſes of 
Gods mercy, how are they pleafed, tickled, 
and even raviſhed ? and they make no 
quetion 
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queſtion But they ſhall be ſaved, as well as 


hers 3 and they think furely God' that 


; Imade them will not damn them, but ask 


theſe poor ſouls whether they be fſavingly 
d<tverted, renewed, ingrafted into Chiiſt 


 Iby faith ? alas they know not what this 


means 3 they never asked their own fouls 


[the queſtion 3 nay, they are ready to think 


that is a very needleſs enquiry, or impoſh- 


; [Ne to know 3 however this never lay upon 


their Hearts and Conſciences, as neceflary 
norder to clearing up this great cafe, whe- 
ther they have obtained mercy : But let all 
gnorant ſots know that he that made them 
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wil not bave mercy on them, Ila. 27. 11. let 


Uprophane Rebels againſt the King of Hea- 
ren know that God will not be merciful 10 
wicked Tranſpreſſor, Pla). 59. 5. Gods At- 
tnbutes are all Analogal and Correſpondent 
he will not ceaſe tobe juſt and holy that he 
may be merciful, he will be merciful in his 
own way 3 Mercy and Covenant ſhall go 
hand in hand 3 *ris a ridiculous folly for men 
to conceit, they ſhall have the Mercies of the 
Covenant that are not within the Covenant ; 
this is that fallacy that Logicians call ( falla- 
as dividends conjungendz ) . of dividing 
things to be conjoyned ;, *tis moſi dangerous 
and damnable in Divinity, when ſouls dream 
of having peace without grace, happineſs 
without holineſs 3 but Jet men know there*s 
no mercy but in the Covenant, where no ark 
of the Covenant no ſeat of mercy, where 
there's no work of Grace, there's no Cove- 
nant 


s Tim. ?. 
I;. 
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nant of Grace ; where Chriſt is a®Saviour 
he will be a Soveraign, where he gives remiſ. 
fion of ſins he will give repentancez his way 
of bleſſing is a turning perſons from their 
iniquities > God will not ſhew mercy to any 
but in his own. way 5 fuch muſt obtain 
mercy in converting Grace, as obtain mercy 
in the enjoyment ot pardoning Grace, fan- 
Aihcation gocth along with Juſtification ; 
Paul obtained mercy by forſaking his own 
old courſcs; God faveth -us according to 
his mercy : how ? why by the waſhing of 
Regeneration, aud renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Titus 3,5. they are ſaved from fin, that 
are ſaved from wrath and Hell : *tis a elf 
deceiving ſoul-damning contradidion to 
dream of pardoning, without purging 
grace 3 thouſands in the World fancy a God 
to themſelves made up all of mercy, and 
let them do what they pleaſe, they can 
bolſtcx up themſelves with this conceit, 
God is mercifulz and ſo (as God himlelf 
faith ) Plal, 50.21, theſe things haft thu 
done and T hept filence, thow thoughtſt that 
T was altogether ſuch a one as thy ſelf, but 


. T will reprove thee, and ſet thy fins in order 


vefore thee, q. d. think not to make me a 
Patron of thy wickedne(s  *tis true I ſpare 
thce and ſuffer thee to live quietly, but for- 
bearance 3s no acquittancez think not I love 
thee becauſe I afford thee ourward mercics, 
which thou abuſectt to licentiouſneſs, but I 
am relolved to take vengeance on thee 3 I 
have juli:ce, as well as mercy, and I have a. 
ſeaſon 
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ſafon wherein I ſhall pour out the Vials of 
my wrath upon Veſlels of wrath. that- are 
fitted to deſtruction 3 a time is coming. when 
Iſhall tear you in pieces, and there ſhall be 
none to deliver. Oh firs, the condition of 
graceleſs unconverted ſouls is fad ; for, 

1+ They are under a fure and fad ſen- 
tence of condemnation 3 for as the mercies 
o the new Covenant are ſure; to believers, 
ſo the curſes of: the old Covenant are as 
fare to all Unbelievers 3 as the fecand _4dan: 
conveys certain life 3 ſo the firſt. Adam con- 
weys certain death to his ſeed : as. be that be- 


I44 


heverh on the Sow bath everlaſting life ; (o -: - 


he that believeth not ſhall not- ſee life, but the 


wrath of God abides on bim, Joh« 3.36. as 
be that believeth. is acquitted, fo: he tbat be- 
lever rt 35 condemned: already;; ver. 18.: all 
his'other fins are bound upon him by! this 
& unblief; this is' the:condemnatian 3, it is 
& impoſſible that the Devils in Hell ſhall be 
ſaved as that Unconverted :fioners: ( white 
uch ) ſhall be ſaved 3 for Chriſt faith again 


and again, excepe ;ye be Converted, except a jy. 18. 


max be born again, be cannot ſee, be cannot Joh. 3. 35; 


eter into the Kingdom of God; and binds it 
with ' firong' aſſeverations,, and -dare any 
queſtion the verity of Gods politions or com- 
minations, that pretends to believe his /pro- 
iſe : yea, God hath bound him by oath 
n this caſe as well as in the -other, Heb. 
3-11. it's ſpoken.there concerning the re- 
bellious murmuring Iſraelites 3 1 {ware in 


. by wrath, ſajth God, they ſha!! not enter 


into 
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AR. 4. 12. 
Heb, 2. 3. 


9+ d. never truſt.me more 3 nay, let not me |; 


negleRters and: rejedters-bf this bleſſed, aj | { 


ſus ChrifiZ it:cannot:be;;you' muſk eithet gp 
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into my reſt; or if. they ſhall enter, the |: 


be God ; but what's this to..us? Yes, the | 
Apoſtle applye it to unbelievers in. Gaſpy 
times, Cap- 4-'I, 2, 3» 4 5» &c. hence he | 
repeats the: Oath: again referring to 'unbe. | w 
heving Gofpellers 3 that they ſhall pee in 
enter into: the Heavenly Cangan - and lure | 

unconverted ſinners are:;in a'wotul plight | 
of whom: ic- may . be truly; faid,, that Gad | 
hinſclF cannot ſave them; whye they con- | 
tinue inithat; tate; for there*s no way. but |, 
one: of entring Heaven that's Jefus Chriki; | 
and how-.can they ieſcape that negle& þ | 
great -(alyation:?: there*s no! ather ;way 6 | 
vealed, ant [do we :think God. will forlake 
his ordinary: Road, and: quit: this glariaws | i 
deſign, -to- grarifie a\:Gendzation of. willy! 


trivance of: ſaving ſinners: by intereſt in {+ 


-to- Heaverithis 'way, -or -dpwn' to :Hellby | of 
your own way. . {lt GO FO 

2- Theirfouls are not ſure to be andthe: 
moment out iof 'Hell-corments 3: poor graces 
leſs ſinners cannot ſecure- themſclves upon 
any real--Scripture-grounds, that they (hull 
enjoy that baftard peace :of Conſcience, jt 
which they flatter themſelvcs.another hour; || 
for ought they know, - theit | caſe- may i | 


like Belſhazzars, Dan. 5: 5. -while - they ate | bt} 


Drinking, *Carouting, Ranting, Revelling LL 
ſome dreadful Hand-writing or Teſtimar |: 


of Gods Indignation may break forth 
| againl 
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, looſe the joynts of their Loyns, 
od make their knees ſmite one againſt 
-mnother. Oh what terrour and horrour 
will the- dreadful ſummons of death firike 
into them ? how will theſe ' fookhardy 
\Warriers, - againſt an infinite God, call to 
the Rocks and *Mountzins- to -cover- then ? 
'Oh what- a - ſudden: (change, what a fad 
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teainſt ''them which may marr all their 
.mirth, ;appal | their ſpirits, trouble thar 


Ctzſtrophe- will the-:cold hand of: death | 
make with [them : ?. +: what a - fall will 


theſe ſecure: and fſenfleſs> firmers have' from 
tht height of ' worldly prefermene -to-the 
depth of. eternal torments ? ſtand 4 little 
ud-look at that rich-and 'wretched miſer 
in the Goſpel, that-lig& no room 'for his 
fnitsand 'goods, that ſurig: a tequiey: to his 
foul for many years 3 Yet-alas, had:not one 


vight-to take his-caſe-/in; "+264 fool; 'Luith'Se: Luke? 


God, bis ' night ſhall :thy'' ſoul be required 
of thee, or bs they dy foul, Mie 
Devits' who are waiting for 'a commiſſion 
bom God to catchi:hold” of gracdleſs ſouls 
b hale them to- tormenits/ as ſoon as they 
lave forſaken their wretched bodies 3f0 


(all | fare interpret it 5 however the rich rmitis 


e, jt 
Aul:z 
y bt 
y att 
ling, 


zainll 


non 
forth bam 


ful was ſuddenly fnatchie from a full Table 
addainty Fare into eternal miſery, with- 
out drop of Water or hopes of mercy 3 for 
i himtearhis heart with bitter out-cryes; 
Faber Abraham, have mercy on me; neither 
is Father Abrabam,: nor the God of Abra- 
ſhall have any mercy forhim; former 


2 oters 


Iz; 19,18, 
I9, 2g- 


See Luk, 
I6. 24, 25s 
26. 


P oy 
AQ 
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of fury 3 they have wilfully forſaken their | 


Job 17.20. hopes giving. up. the: Ghoſt together; [and 


C. 8, I4, 


. of Hell. - Oh for a: foul that hath all his 
. Houſe of his fair profeſſion upon the ſliding 


paſi recovery : they. would not be brought 
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offers of mercy are: now turned into: flame 
own mercy. and:now are wofully.: forſaken 


by the God:of mexcy.i O conſider this you 
that ate yet in your fins, dancing about: the 


pit, and axe ready.every;inſtant to':drop ! into || 


eternal woe. : 


3+ Their certain miſtake will aggravt 


their woful ſtate. Oh what a dreadful dif: || 


appointment wall this: be, for perſons that 
lived demurely in the World, and'paſſed for 
very civil neighbaurs 3: yea, for choice Saints, 
yet:now to be ſet on the left. hand amongſt 
the Goats at the great day 3: yea,” perſons 
that thought themſelves they were an'the 
ready Road to Heaven 3: and as they dre. (as 
they imagine) fiepping into, glory to: mils 
their footing, and fall into Eternal: Tor- 
ments-3 *tis a dreadful fight- to- ſee ſoul and 


(wept away as the Spiders Web. into: the tire 
days been building Caſfiles in the Aire; the 


{and of Fancy and:Imagination, to have ll 
come tottering down with one pulf of death, 
will be a dreadful. ſight. - Miniſters. told 
them of this, but they would not believe, 
nor ſuſpe& their ſtate, or ſpend one hour 
in fearching whether they were right or 
no 3 many a time were they warned of 
the danger -: but they 'plenſed themſelves 
in wilful felf-deluſion 3 and now they. ate 


t0 


to 


cies 
eye1 


ues 
their 
aken 
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to an holy deſpair in themſelves, that they 
tight have ſure footing in theſe ſure mer- 
ces 3 and now they ſhall and muſt deſpair of 
wer having part or portion in theſe ſweet 

certain mercies : they would not be 
katen from their carnal ſhifts and ſenſleſs 
Pleas, and now they muſt and ſha]l be for 
ver baniſht from them 3; and feel the bitter- 


" Inc of them :; Miniſters could not deal 


with them, but God can ;-and it will be 
n heart-confounding day, when the varniſh 
all be waſhed off, and all rotten props ſhall 
tepluckt up, that Kept the ſoul from hor- 
ur, and they ſhall ſee themſelves deceived 
ty Satan, the World, and their own felf- 
fattering hearts into eternal miſery. 

4 But once more; many things in and 


- [ibout theſe ſure mercies, will augment their 


ternal miſery. Alas, firs, here there's no 
peaking to wicked men, they will not abide 
iober Treaty about their fouls, they have 
nt |eifure or patience to yield an obſer- 
rat Ear to Diſcourſes about theſe ſure mer- 
des, but a time is coming wherein they 
lll be forced to think of thefe lofi mercies 
{their coſt 3 now they have other things. to 
nind, the world doth ſo fill their ears and 
tearts, that they thruſt theſe things from 
them, and judge themſelves unworthy of 
them : they are juſt like Feremiah's wild 


Aﬀe uſed to the Wilderneſs, that ſrinffeth up Jer: 3 24: 


ttewind at ber pleaſure, in ber occafion who 

ut turn ber away ? —==but in ber month 

thy ſhall find her. So. there's no dealing 
L 


with 
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with wicked men in their jollity and frolig], 


fits, but their month of forraw is approx. 


ing either here or hercatter 3 and oh th 
þitter pangs and travels that ſhall then puf 


ſels- them? in this World they would mt 
conſider, but hereafter they ſhall haven 
Eternity to confider of theſe Covenant-mer 
cies, though in a hopeleſs way : as 1: Thy 
ſhall chink of the nature of theſe mercig 
they have loft. Oh haw free, how ſweet 


how fuitable, how fatisfying were they? 
how ſure would God have made them to 
them ? ahd the better thefe mercies, th] 


bitterex their ſorrow in the loſs of them, 


.2+ They ſhall think that once they might] 


have enjoyed them, and have been happy 
in that enjoyment 3 once they had a da 
of grace, means of grace, minitters pet- 
ſwaded, ſpirit moved, mercies, affliions, 


word, rod, every thing (poke this language | 


Oh embrace theſe mercies, but I refuſed; 


and now they are out of ray reach. 3. The} 


(hall think, and think again, how near they 
were to the embracing of theſe mercies; 
Oh what convidions did God faſten on ny 
heart by fuch and ſuch a Sermon ! 1 ws 
once halt-per{waded to embrace them, hov 
near was Eto a full cloſure? I went home 
with firong refolutions to be another mani 
but this deceitful heart beguiled me, and b 
L put off repentance till now it be too late 
4. They thajll think what theſe mercies 
would have done for them ; theſe merci 
would have infolded their fouls in the arms 
0 
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_ of Gods love 3 theſe would have filled their 

h the fouls with Grace, fitted ther for Gods uſe, 

1 po and furniſhed them for. glory, theſe mercies 
da would have rendred them: profitable in life, 
Wig: wmfortable in death, and happy for ever 3 
mer | #* poſſeflours of theſe mercies are gracious 
Thy iints 3 Yet again, 5, They ſhall chink with 
iercig] nes what they have exchanged theſe 
ſweet | ffrcies for 3 they have paſſed off theſe ſweet 
they? td ſure mercies for traſh and trifles, for 

*m to] 0g and dirt, for a little ſtinking pleaſure 

« th-| @f ſtinging profit, which now they have left 
}.,. | ithind them in the World, and only carry 
the guilt and ſhame along with them, which 
muſt abide chem, when ſenſual delights are 
fniſht away. Oh what gnaſhing of teeth 
per ad indignation at themſelves will this 'be- 
-"ns-| {et for their former madneſs ? 6. They mult 
wage, think how many thouſands of fouls were 
uſed; | Made happy by a gracious cloſtite with and 
They| ll enjoyment of theſe" mercies 3 perſons 
they whom they deſpiſed in the World, and 
cies; | ought not worthy to come in their com 
n my pay, ſhall fit down with the Patriarchs, 
| Prophets, Apoſtles in Heaven 3 but theſe 
hoy| Wietched ſouls are thruſt out, Oh, will 
tome| idamned wretch think, I might have been _ 
.| lappy as well as yonder ſhining Saint 3 he 
nd | Vis aſuffering Creature, I was a rcjoycing 
late, | Niſcteant 3 now he is comforted, and I am 
excies | frmented, Yet, once more, 7. The damin- 
ercis| in Hell ſhall bethink themſelves who 
axins | Fas Im; the fault, and whence 1t comes to 
of | als that theſe mercies were not made ſure 
L 2 0 


them, 
might 


happy 
a day 


3 —.. The Sure Mercies of David. 


to their ſouls ; and they can charge none 
herewith but themſelves : they will then ſe 
that none was to be blamed but their own 
wilful wills, whatever they may obje& here, 
and boaſt that they are willing, yet God hays 
the blame there, and fo ſhall they, will they, 
nill they, they muſi be ſpeechleſs, and only 
charge themſclves as making faggots to bum 
them in for ever. Oh, will the foul think, 
I may thank my ſelf for this ; I wiltully for- 
ſook my own mercies by obſerving lying 
vanities, this is the fruit of mine own do- 
ings, I would needs be damned 3 Miniſters 
and Godly friends perſwaded, God ſiopt 
my way by his Providences, Ordinances, but 
I would run into the pit, and here I am 
ſhut up in eternal darknefs ; wo be to me, 
that ever I was born. Oh that I had either 
never heard of or embraced thoſe mercies, 
that I have rejected, and that will follow 
my ſoul with hoxeour for ever. 

Ah firs, I beſeech you confider, ſuch 8 
day will come, and then you'l remember 
theſe things, and they will lye heavy upon 
you, then you”l feel what an evil and bitter 
thing it. is that you have forſaken God ; 
"then you'l vomit up your ſweet morſels, 

Pial.141.6. and remember theſe ſweet words that here 
you deſpiſed , then you®l remember the 
poſbbility and probability yon were once in, 
of obtaining theſe ſweet mercies 3 riow they 
are attainable , but if once you have ſet a 


xall hopes and remedy, for the dead and 
damned 


ſtep upon the ſhore of Eternity, You ar | 
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4mned do only hear the ſound of wiſdom Job :8.:2* 


with their ears, but are never likely to enjoy 
the benefit thereof. Oh put not off theſe 
tings with ſome flight and tranſient 
thoughtsz but ſhame your ſelves to an holy 
diligence. 

2. Another ſort to be reproved, are Gods 
own children that are guilty of four foule 
faults : 1+ They are apt to indent. 2. Com- 
yund about theſe mercies. 3. They do 
rot live upon : Or 4. Not up to theſe 
mercies. 

1+ Gods Children would have the mercies 
o the Covenant ; but then they have a mind 
toindent with God to be ſecured from the 
nofſes attending theſe mercies 3 the fleſh 
firinks and is loath to ſuffer 3 we are like 
01pah, we would follow Chrift a little way, 
but fain would we make our bargain ſo, as 
not to follow him in foul way : But firs, 
wnlider would you have the {weets and not 
the bitter of Godlineſs ? did you not take 
Chriſt ( in a marriage-covenant ) for better 
ad worſe? will you pick -and chuſe with 
lim? do not right virgin-ſouls follow the 


+ | Lamb whither-ſoever he goeth? Ah firs, this 


(orenant-relation is an expreſs, voluntary, 
miverſa), unreſerved felf-refignation : the 


tearing of the Croſs was always ſuppoſed Mar. 10. 
ad implyed ; and if you will not have him }7 
vith it, you are to be without it 3 for the 
Crolsis | Evangelii genius ] the very inſepa- 
able property, complexion, and companion 
o the Goſpel: and Chriſt would not have 
any 
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any cheated with imaginary hopes of immu- 
Luk.14428. nity from ſufferings, but tells them the worſt, 
and bids them fit down and count the coſt 


and if you did not ſoat firfi, you are not yet 


ſincere, and if you did, and ſtill would have 

Chriſt ; why do you now grumble at bear- 

ing of that which you freely choſe. Beſides, 

know it, Croſſes for Chrift are ſpecial Go- 
ſpe-mercies, tor 2Mi&ions are adopted tg 

be real mexcics of the Covenant, and there. 

fore they are promiſed as well as any other 

mercies, in Pſal. 89. 31, 32. and Dazid 

Pal. 119. ownes affliions as an a& and fruit of Cor 
75- yenant-faithfulneſs, becauſe it fetcheth him 
ver-67-71. f,om this wandrings, inſtructs him in Gods 
ſtatutes, and therefore was good for him, 

Croſſes for Chriſt never did any hurt, but 

have been uſually means of good, many Chri- 

ſtians have bleſſed God for them 3 God ſees 

we cannot live or like well without them; 

Paul gloried in the Croſs of Chriſt, took 

pleaſure in diſtreſſes - for Chriſt, and why 

then are we afraid of them, or would indent 

to be {ecured from them : be aſhamed of 

your nice 2nd delicate ſpirits. | 

In c!ofing 2+ Some Chriſtians are too too apt to coM- 
with offers pound with God 2bout theſe Covenant-mer- 
aefimet we] cicsz my meaning is, they do not look and 
uniform: Make out for the whole chain, compoſition 


| eaithly and combination (as I may ſay) of Covenant: 
things God | | EY” 

1s pJcaſed to retail : all have ſore, none haye all : but in the Het 
venly Treaſure, he will not break the whole piece, and cut it ino 
Remnrants , if God would cut off as much as would ſerve mens 
wrn, he ſhould have cuſtomers enough. Mr, Gur: al Chriſt, 0 
wut » pag. 310. | mercies 
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mercies, they are willing,and content to be 


toff with: forme, and do not ſue for all : 
they can apply ſome promiſes, not others 
ke a neceffity of pardoning-mercy, but do 
not plead and ac-faith for purging, foften« 
ing, quickning, enlightning_mercies of the 
Covenant. Confider, Chriſtians, by this do- 
ng, 1 You prejudice your fclves, you need 
dltheſe Covenant-mercies z _there's not - one 
of the fore-mentioned mercies, that a Chri- 
ſian can live and thrive without 3. all are 
of great uſe, every one. hath its peculiar ex- 
cllency, a gracious foul cannot ſpare any of 
them 3 nay, *tis a ſin for it to be content 
with leſs than God hath promiſed he that's 
not for all, 1s truly for none at all : the true 
owner will not divide: in one part of your 
life or other, you'l want all Covenant-mer- 
ces3 it's baſe unworthineſs and ingratitude 
to ſlight any of them. 2. You diſhonour 
God, and diſparage theſe mercies, as if God 
vere not able to give you all, and pay the 
whole debt of his free and full promiſe 3 
8 for example, ſuppoſe a rich Tradeſman 
weyou a ſumm of money, and you come 
0 him and tell you are willing to abate him 
lmuch, and compound with him, and take 
« him a ſhilling in the pound, or a pound 
nthe hundred for the whole debt, he looks 
won himſelf as diſparaged, being a ſuffhci- 
ent Chapman, he will not have his ability or 
boneſly queſtioned z but quickly anſwers, 
vhat do you think I am breaking? I will 
ot be abated any thing, here's your money, 
L 4 rle 
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Yle pay you all : fo God would not be com. 
pounded with 3 he looks upon it as a diſho. 
nour to his free-grace and faithfulneſs, and 
bids the ſoul open its mouth wide, and pro- 
miſeth to fill it, Pſal. $1. 10. 3. e. ask great 
things, many things, ſpare not, ask what 
thou needeſt, ask what I have promiſed, [ 
am neither ſcant nor faint in giving, Aint 
not thy ſelf inasking, I ſhall not ſend thee 
away empty 3 they that come for moi, ſpeed 
beſt; and when thou haſt gone to the ut- 
moſt extent of thy reach in asking, T cay, 
and will give thee abundantly more than thi 
art able to ask or think, , Epheſ. 3. 20. Oh 
Chriſtians, chide your ſelves: for your -finful 
mannerlinefs and modeſiy ; and widen your 
contracted ſpirits for larger in-comes of 
Grace and'Mercy. Remember, theſe Cove- 
nant-ſupplyes are all of mercy, not deſerved, 
and they are mercies in the plural, contain- 
ing large and liberal reyenues to be com- 
municated to indigent wanting ſouls. 

3. God's Children do not live upon theſe 
mercies of the Covenant z we blame them 
that have good cſiates, and live belides 
them 3 and well we may, for it's a baſe 
and a beggarly practice, when perſons have 
cioug, bur want power to eat, take thr 
portion, and enjoy the good of all they 
have 3 this is a ſore evil, and a fad curſe, 
and tic contrary 1s good, comely, a ſweet 
bleſſing, end the very gitt of God : and Oh 
what a fad cvil for the Saints of God, heirs 
of Promiſe to live off their Eſtates, - 

0 
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[> rich as real Saints, they are heirs to a 


very vaſt inheritance 3 God himſelf is their Plal. 16, g 


portion 5 yea, the portion” of their inheritance, 
and of their cup, he maintains their lt 3 they 
have enough, and-they cannot loſe what they 
have. Oh at what high rates ſhould fuch rich 
heirs live? and what an unworthy degene- 
nte ſpirit doth it import to live fo beggarly 
45mofi of us do? As, 1. To live fo much 


by ſenſe, and ſo little by faith; it is the Go- Hab. 2. 3. 


ſpel-charaCter of believers, to live by their * 


faith; walk by faith and not by ſenſe, or 144, jx 


fght, to ſee him that's inviſible, to venture 
their all upon unſeen grounds : and Oh 
what a noble and generous, what a brave 
and bleſſed life is the life of faith! and on 
the contrary, What a ſorry and ſordid, what 
2 beggarly and niggardly life is a life of 
ſenſe ! ſuch a ſoul goes a begging, and craves 
acrumb of one, a morſel of another to make 
a meal of, and tiill the ſouls Stomach 1s hun- 
gry and craving, and at the beft, how quick- 
ly are they gone? alas firs, objeRts of ſenſe 
will not.carry you through the World ; ſenſe 
will fink with Peter where it cannot feel a 
a bottom 3 *tis faith only that will lift the 
head above water, and heart above terrour 
when you mufi paſs through a fea of for- 
rows in this tumultuous World : Chriſtians, 
where's your faith ? you are diftinguiſht 
from others by this . precious grace : the 
want of this undoeth us : hence it is, 2. That 
Gods Children are fo often at a loſs, and 


know not what to do 3 no wonder if they 
be 
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be at their wits end, when they are at theix 


faiths end : many conditions 3 yea, any ab | 


fAiicion will throw a Saint upon his 

when he ſtands not upon the feet of faith, 
ox leans not upon Chriſt by faith : this is the 
reaſon why in temptation we cry out, .God 
hath caſt me off for ever, and he will be 
favourable no more-z and. we give up the 
Buckler, and yield to Satans affaults and de. 
mands, which becomes our enemies ſport, 
and our bane; yea any little lofs or croſs 
diſmays us, as though we were undone, or 
as though ( with poor Facob, once ) our life 
were bound up in a Ladd, or Bagg, or ſuch 
like filly ſorry things. Ah, dear firs, where 


; is your delight in God ? where's your in- 
| couraging your ſelves in God ? where's your 


rejoycing in the Lord with Habakkyk when 2 
Cloud or Curtain hath covered all your 
worldly enjoyments? why do you not op- 
pole one God to all the Armys of evils that 
befet you round ? why do you not take 
the more content in God, when you have 
the leſs of the creature to take content in? 
why do you not boaſt in your God ? and 
bear up your ſelves. bigg with your hopes 
in God and expeqations from him. ? do 
you not fee young heirs to great Eſtates, a 
and fpzrd accordingly ? and why ſhall you, 
being the King of Heaven's Sons be lean 
and ragged from day to day, as though 
you were not worth a Groat ? Oh firs, live 
upon your portion, chide your ſelves for 
living bciides what yuu have, there are great 
an 
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ir [nd precious promiſes, rich inriching mer. 
; [es you may make uſe of God's al-ſuffici- 
ack [racy 3 you can blame none but your ſelves if 
th, jou be defective or wn ah a Woman 
the [nuly Godly for the main, having buried a 
50d Gi, and fitting alone in fadneſs, did yet 
be [hear up her heart with this expreſſion, God 
the Ilyes, and having parted with another, fill 
de. [he redoubled, Comforts dye, but God lives, 
rt, |: laſt hex dear Husband dyes, and ſhe fate 
ofs [preſſed and almoſt overwhelmed with ſor- 
or [row, a little Child ſhe had yet ſurviving, 
ife | having obſerved what before ſhe ſpoke to 
> {comfort her ſelf, comes to her, and faith, 
Te [is God dead ? Mother, is God dead ? this 
n+ | rcacht her heart, and by Gods bleſſing reco- 
ur | vered her former confidence in her God, 
2 |hois a living God : thus do you chide 
ur | your ſelves, ask your fainting ſpirits under - 
p- | preſſing, outward ſorrows, is not God alive ? 
at | and why then doth not thy foul revive? 
ie | why doth thy heart dye within thee when 
'& | comforts dye ? cannot a living 'God ſup- 
2 | port thy dying hopes ? thus Chriſtians ar- 
d | gue down your diſcouraged and diſquieted 
'S | ſpirits as David did, Pſal. 4.2. 5. But ſo much 
for that ; 

4 As Chriſtians do not live upon, fo they 
do not live up to theſe Sure Mercies of David, 
and that in their Walking, fo, 

I. Unholily. 

2. Unſteadily. 

3- Uncomfortably. 
4+ Unfruitfully. 
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1. Many of Gods Children walk unſuitz- 
bly, 7. e. unholily, unſpiritually, untenderly, 
not with that conſcientiouſneſs, exacnels 
and cloſeneſs they ought to do: if Gods 


Children lived upto their mercies and pri- 


viledges : oh how holy ſhould they be, ſeeing 
that theſe things ſhall be difſolved and ſeeing 
we look for ſuch things, nay,ſceing we ſceand 
ſeel ſuch things myſiically already,even a new 
Heaven and new, Earth, after a ſort, in this 
new Covenant-diſpenſation, what manner of 
perſons ought we to be,and sþ bow diligent ſhould 
we be that we may be found of him in peace,with- 
out ſpot and blameleſs ? 2 Pet. 3. 1} —13, 
14. But Oh Chriſtians, how fhort are we, 
yea how inconfiftent are our lives with our 
liberties ! how incongruous are 'our duties 
to our mercies ! yea, how oppolite are our 
ſpirits to our comforts ! What firs, Heavenly 
mercies and carnal hearts, flat dutics,. earthly 
converſations! Oh ſhame your ſelves before 
the Lord, bluſh, tremble to think of your 
unfuitableneſs to Covenant-mercies. How 
far are you below theſe enjoyments ! doth 
not your unanſ{werable walking give jult 
ground of ſufpicion whether you have in- 
tere(t in theſe, yea orno ? what firs, are you 
Saints and yet muck-worms, are you par- 

takers of an Heavenly calling, and yet walk 

{o like the men of the World? is it tit to ſee 

Eaglcs in a dirty dunghill, or Heaven-born 

fouls in acts of filcthineſs ? either be better 

Or quit your claim, you diſhonour Gecd, and 

difcicdit rcligion more than nthers. Alzs 

fricnds, 
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fiends, God will not be beholden to you 
for the meer title of being Religious unleſs 
you be really ſuch : mercies inferr duty and 
lcentiouſneſs is inconſiſtent with the nature 


- | nd-ends of Covenant-mercies. You grieve i bons 


Gods Spirit, croſs his defignes, wrong your #& 14s, 
own ſouls, ſadden the hearts of the righte- C—_ 
cus, and open the mouths of wicked men: j;;1;, ver; 
you little know what hurt you do by one malum ali- 
:& of ſinning. Conſider that as the pri- 9#d743 
riledges of the Covenant beſpeak holineſs; #14" 
{ the conditions of the Covenant include ,,,1,» iz 
holineſs, and how then came, heirs of pro- ſu pox? 
miſe to. be ſo unlike their Heavenly Father ? !4!ano 
what do the Children of light tampering init. | 
with works of darkneſs ? ch Heb. lib,a: 

2. Gods Children walk very unſeadily, 
ie they are off and on, inconſitant, have 
zood moods, and motions, .but they wear 
of, and decay, they quickly. loſe their lively 
impreſkons, and are conſtant in inconſtancy, 
they are zealous and. forward for God one 
while, at other times they are backward and 
foward. Ah firs, is this a living up to theſe 
Sure mercies of David ? theſe conſtant, un- 
changeable invariable mercics ? this Cove- 
nant is ordered in all things and ſure, and 
lo are the mercies of jt 3 how comes it ta 
pas then that Toa od are fo often dif- 
compoſed, diſordered and unſettled ? ſome- 
times they are for God, and ſometimes not 3 
they are halting betwixt two opinions, like 
drunken men, they are leaning - ſometimes 
to the right hand, at other times to the left, 

like 
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\ Gen. 49. 4. like Rexber, they are unſtable as water, 4tid hb 


Hol. 7.8. ſhall not excel 3 like Ephraim, a Cake half. 
chap.6-4- baked, hot and hard on one fide, cold anj 
doughy on the other : or like the fame 
Ephraims goodneſs like a Morning-cloug 

or early Dew that tarryes not long, but i 

quickly ſcattered by the ſirong forms 6 
perſecutions, or dryed. up by the warm 

| beams of proſperity : theſe unftable Chl. 

James 1.6. jang are like Temes waves'of the Sea, like 


Jude 12, Fade*s wandring Starrs, or flying clouds, 


Eph. 4. = carryed abont of Witids 3 or Itke PauP 


Children, toffed to and fro ; they are like 
Locufts that move to and again 3 Iike Grifs- 
hoppers that are ftill up and down, jn yari- 
able motions 3; the hearts of ſuch: ate as a 
Cart-wheel, faith one, and their thoughts as 
a rolling Axcl-tree : I know, the beft of Gods 
Children areincident to liftings up and caſt: 
ings down in point of quicknings and in- 
lrgements, and this may be the effe& of 
Gods affording or fuſpending the inflnences 
of his grace; but I ſpeak this of a Chrifii 
ans remiffneſs, and hjs inconftancy through 
negle& and carelefneſs, and) want of _— 
up inhis foul the Graces of Gods ſpirit, an 
fo lofing che liveline(s his ſoul feels fome- 
times, and afterwards is warmed, melted, 
| but returns into folly ; this is the Chriſtians 
round, and how' unſuitable is this for a fin- 
cere ſoul * thefe ftars are to be fixed inthe 
firmament of the Church, and arenot to be 
wandring Starrs or Meteors : theſe Trees of 
the Lords planting fhould be firongly _ 
an 
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and not like Reeds toſſed with every wind ; 

they ſhould be Pillars in the Houſe of God, wor vacit- 
| and not Feathers or Weather-cocks upon /:tts, /ed 
Houſe-tops 3 theſe living ſtones ſhould not *#/49%% 


be round and rolling, but ſquare and fixed, 


mony of Chriſt be confirmed in us, we 
fhould hold faſt our confidence firm unto the 
end, and pray hard for a more confiant ſpi- 
rit, as David did, Pſal. 51. 10. that we may 
be like Fachin and Boaz, ftability and 
firength 3 for if we be fiable, we ſhall be 
frong, and ſo anſwerable to theſe Sure 
Mercies of David. 
\ 3. It is a fad thing to fee the Heirs of 
this Covenant walk uncomfortably ;_what 
are you partakers and poſleſſours of Mer- 
ces, and yet fad ?- have you jntereft in 
lweet and ſure Mercies, and yet are you 
dejeted ? what will life you up, if mercy 
will not ? and what can interrupt your 
peace, when mercy watts on you to chear 
you up? thou loſeſt Eſtate, Health, Good- 
Name, Relations, Liberty ; yea, thy life is 
n continual hazzard, but as long as theſe 
Mercies 'of the Covenant are fure, thou haſt 
no reaſon to complain. Senrece compares a 
a Chriſtian that's diſconſolate for outward ' 
loſſes or croſſes, to a man that hath a fine 
Orchard, the Trees whereof are richly laden 
with ftore of precious fruit, and becauſe the 
wind blows off ſome leaves, the man fits 
down and takes on heavily, he weeps and 
wailes, and cryes out he is undone 3 why 
what's 


flill ſettled upon the Center : if the Teſti- x Cor.1.6. 
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what's the, matter ? why , the wind hath 
taken off ſome leaves, but the 'roots, and 
trees, and fruits are ſafe : ſhopld not we-judge 
that a fond and foolifh man ? jutt thus js it 
with the Chriſtian, God and Chrifi, promiſes 
and Goſpel-mercies are ſure and ſedtaſt by an 
inviolable Goſpel-Covenant 3 yet the ſinful 
filly ſoul lyes whining and complaining for 
the loſs of ſome leaves of Worldly comtorts, 
which he may live well without. Yea, faith 
the poor ſou], but theſe outward things are 
not the chicfeſt cauſe of my. trouble and dif 
couragement ; did I know that thele mercie 
were made ſure to me, I ſhould be comfor- 


 table,but, alas, I fear I have no ſhare therein, 


I ſhall anſiver this doubt afterwards, at pre 
ſent I only fay, lay thy hand upon thy heart, 


and deal ingeniouſly, is this the ground of 


thy tronble ? is not this only pretended;-is 
not ſomething elſe the real gronnd ? the 
heart is deceittul; look again, fee what com- 
forted thee before this outward. . troubk 
came, and what chears thee when thy pre- 
ſent preſſure is removed ? but ſuppoſe it be 
jealoufies about thy intereſt ; yet, why 
ſhould thou be uncomfortable ? haſt not 
thou ventured thy foul on a ſure foundation? 
what reaſon haſt thou of diſcouragement? 
a faith of adherence brings ſome ſettlement 
as well as a faith of evidence : every a of 
faith brings ſome comfort 3 whom having ut 
ſeen (ſaith the Apoſile, of a corporal fight; 
ſo may I fay of a kind of ſpiritual ſenſe and 


alſurance) ye love, in whom though now %; 
| re 
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ſu him not, yet believing ye regoyce with joy 


wpeakable and full of glory, 1 Pets 1: 8. re- 
cumbency hat:3 a kind of complacency : it 
argues want ot taith to want joy, and unbe- 
lief is a ſhameful tin, conſidering the afſu- 
rnces given us in the Goſpcl : but more of 
this hereafter. But oh, confider firs, what 
wrong you do to your fclves by uncomfor- 
tible walking ? you weaken and exhauſt 
jour ſtrength and ſpirits : what diſcredit 
you bring upon the ways of God, rendring 
them ſoure and diſtaliful in the account of 
others z what oppoſition it exprefſeth both 
tomany politive precepts, and the ſpirit of 
omfort, and to theſe ſure mercies of Da- 
nd: methinks I hear the God of Heaven 
thus beſpeaking the gracious troubled. 
heart 3 ſoul, what ailes thee ? what is it 
thou wouldſt have ? I have given thee many 
glorious gifts, pardon, reconciliation, ado- 
ftion, ordinances, the benetit of all my 
works of Providence, a title to the good 
tings of Earth, whiles thou livett, arid a 
ee admiſſion into Heaven when thou dyctt 
my, I have given thee my ſelf, my Son, my 
Þirit, and that by the ſoreſt Marriage-Co- 
renant ; and will not all this revive thy 
luating ſpirit ? what would thou have 
more ? and what canſi thou dcefire to make 
tlurer to thee ? ſpeak but the word and it 
ſtall be done 3 but I have gone beyond thy 
&mands, and why then art thou thus 
awoping and diſconſolate ? is thy heart 
Kvived when mortal lying man makes thee a 

prc- 
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promiſe of ſome outward good z, and canſ [my 
thou now faint,, when the eternal God hath |neſs 
taken all theſe pains to aſſure thy troubled 
heart of thy intereft in theſe ſure mercies of {bu 
David ? Oh Chriſtians ſhame your (elves for [Hus 
your uncomfortableneſs 3 are theſe conſola- [ſuit 
* tions of God {mall unto you ? thank yout | « 
{elves for your diſcouragements 3 and let it [ke | 
be matter of trouble that you have fo many |fw! 
needleſs, uſtleſs troubles in your fouls. Gain 
4. Another fault in the H.irs of thepro- | miſe 
mites whereby they are unſuitable to theſe Con 
mexcies 1s untruittulneſs 5 herein they do [mig 
not hve up to theſe miercies, and ate exceed- [n | 
ing deftccive, and imperfcc, eſpecially in [ug, 
two rcſpets 3 the fruit they bring forth is, |bute 
1. Small. 2. Soure fruit. fulny 
I. *Tis ufually but ſmall in quantity, ſhort | ales 

of that abundance and ripeneſs that ſhould | lth 
come of fo good a foil as mercy js, eſpecially | prot 


fat or Tich ſoile, as Son of the Morning | get 
_ for exceeding bright and illuſtrious; and [Im 

fo Gods pcople were planted in Canazy, | that 
whichewas an «<xcecding truitful Countrey, | tnc: 
but may at leaſt allufively afhrm of real | ud 
Saints, that tiiey are planted in the Horn of | tut 
the Son of Oyle even in the Son of God, | 2 
who was annointed with the Oyle of glad |fort 
nels above his follows, and in whom true [and 
Believers arc plantcd, and from whom they | pro 
| | may 
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my ſuck and draw- abundant juice and fat- 
nels, as branches do from the root of the 
Olive-tree, ' Rom. 11. 17- moreover what 
tbundant pains 'doth God the Father (the 
Hasbandman ) take, to make ſouls very 
fuitful; he takes-away ſuch as bear no fruit 
all, and every branch that beareth fruit; 
he purgeth it that it may bring forth more 
ft, Joh. 15- 2. Oh what mercies do the 
Gints partake of ? Goſpel-priviledges, Pro- 
niſes, Providences, Ordinances, Experiences, 
Comforts, Corrections, every thing . that 
night make thern fruitful in good works, 
n Praying, Reading, Meditating, Conferr- 
ng, exat Walking 3 doth God diftri- 
ute; and where's their anſiwerable fruit- 
fulnels ? God expects more and riper fruit 3 
das; how ſhort and defeQive are we ? how 
little glory do we bring to God ? how little 
profit unto others, or comfort to 6ur own 
luls ? we ſhould be filled with the fruits 
f righteouſneſs, we ſhould abound more 


ad more, and bring forth fruits meet for Mar. 3.8. 
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Phil. r.z1: 
I Thel. 3. 
I2. 


lncere repentance,- and truly fruitful in Col. 1. 19 


mety good work : but are we ſo yea or no? 
[much ſuſpe& it 3 and what a ſhame is -it 
that we ſhould lye under the warm influ- 
tnces of the Sun of Righteouſneſs fo long, 
td be fo unfruitful ? the God of Heaven 
tumble us for this. _ 

2. Iam afraid that the fruits we do bring 


» [forthare but ſowr and bitter, not ſo Geer 


ad kindly as may be the genuine fruits and 
moduRts of theſe ſure merciesz; my meaning 
M 2 is, 


2 Tim.1.7. 
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is, that the obedience and - performances 
the Saints too often- flow trom a ſpirit of 


bondage, fear and terrour, and not from 


that tilial. Child-like diſpoſition, and the 
Evangelical ſpizjt of Adoption-that ſhould 
be the principle and impultive cauſe of Saints 
ſpiritual aCtings.' I know legal fears and 


terrours are goodin their kind, to drive the | 


ſoul out of ic (elf, and untq Chriſt 3 but 
terwatds' a ſpirit of love beſt becomes a 
Child of God ; hence faith the Apoſtle, Rom, 
8. 15- ye have mot received the ſpirit of bot 
dage again to fear, but ye have received tht 
ſpirit of Adoption, whereby we .cry Ahba Fe 
ther : a Child-like boldneſs beft betits a Son; 
1t's more acceptable to God to fee fouls at- 
tracted to him by filken cords of love, than 
{courged to him by ſevere flaſhes of wrath; 
Chrilis ſouldiers are not fo much preſt for his 
ſervice by compullion, as they are volunteers 
by a ſpontancous motion : all our duties 
ſhould be irce-will oiferings. But alas, firs 
how unwilling and torced, arc many of out 
pertormanccs ? how grumbling are we in our 
actings for God? we go to God as though 
it were our burden, not with that dclight and 
chearfulnc(s we ought ; conſider firs, how 
rxcadily God oiters us mercy , how freely 
Chriſt laid down his life for us; how a6 
CcPrable a workir isro the bleſſed ſpirit t0 
apply theſe mcrcies ro us 3 and be aſhamel 
to be ſo ſoar and dull in your periormanct, 
yea, conlider the diſpertation you are under» 
a Goſpel-Covznant, made un of mercy, ad 
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The Sure Mercies of David. 
this ſhould ripen our fruits to more 
ſweetneſs and maturity than the old Teſta- 
ment-diſpenſation : as you know Apricocks 
and other fruit that are upM a Wall under 
the dire& influence or powerful refle&ion of 
the Sun-beams ate ſooner ripe and {weeter 
when ripe than ſuch as are in the ſhadow 3 ſo 
bur fruits in Goſpel-times ſhould be better 
than theirs under the Law : but alas, how 
far do we fall ſhort of Davids warm ſpirit for 
God? or the holy ads put forth by the Saints 
of God under types and ſhadows, when theſe 
ſweet mercies were not fo clearly revealed to 
them, and the [Sun of Righteouſneſs beat 
not fo hot upon them ! Ah Chriſtians, - 
if yon would fiudy mercies more, your 
ſpirits would be in a befter frame for 
duty : David faith, T will come into thy houſe 
in the multitude of thy mercy, and in thy fear 
will I worſhip toward thy boly Temple, Plal. 
5-7. obſerve itz the {enſe of Gods mercy is 
m excellent ingredzent in the Worſhip of 
God z yea, it begets an holy awe of God 
for theſe two are very conſiſtent 3 and indeed 
nothing is ſo prevalent a motive to duty, 
ad diſſwaſive from iniquity, and per- 
lnaſive to the exeRiſe of repentance, as 
ſenſe of mercy is : this truth Scripture and 
experience will abundantly contirm. But L 
have been too large on this ſabje& : only 
kt Gods Children be humbled for their 
too too legal ſpirits 3 and breath after a 
more Eyangelical Spirit by: the ſiudying of 
M 3 theſe 


) 
ny 
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* theſe mercies, rather than poring upon guilt 


and wrath. 
. - So much for the fourth Ule. 
Ow Ph: 
CHAP. % 


V. H E- fifth Uſe of Exhortation is to all 
ſorts of perſons to look after their 

ſhaxe in theſe ſure mercies of David ; and 
oh that 1 had a Tongue. and Pen to driye 
this nail home 3 Oh what a mercy row 
would it be if by theſe ſure mercies of David, 
and Diſcourſes about them, ſome foul were 
enamoured therewith, and ſet in good ear- 
neſt to make them its own. But ſhall I need 
to ule many arguments ' to per{wade any 
poor ſoul to'accept of mercy ? Yes certain- 
ly, the moſt part of the World forſake their 
own mercies by obſerving lying vanities 
and they that can experimentally diſtinguiſh 
betwixt a gracions and gracelcſs heart, find 
that *cis the hardeſt thing in the World to 
Cloſe in with mercies in Gods way : *tis an 
ealie thing for a ſecure ſinner to preſume 
upon mercy, to make mercy a pillow to 
ſleep upon: with eaſe; Yo build Caſtles in the 
Aire, and' feed our {clves with groundlels 
conceits of the mercy of God, this any one 
can do; but ro be got of our own battoms, 
to deſpair in our ſelves, to accept of Jelus 
Chrift ; give up our ſelves to God in Cove 
vant venture a troubled heart upon the 
> _  promikes 


wilt 
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rromiſes of Free-grace 3 this is an high and 
rd work, an arduous and difhcult under- 
aking : but this is done by every convert- 
ſinner : and a foul never obtains mercy 
ll it be indeed ſavingly converted, 1 Tim- 
1-13. if you be Lo-ammi, not Gods people 
ly way of Covenant, you are Lu-ruhamab, 
6 perſons that have not obtained mercy. 
0h look after an intereſt in theſe ſure mercics 
of David ; Contider, 

1, Nothing elſe in the World can þe made 
lure 3 we live in an inconfiant World 3 
wery thing is upon the wheel of change 
lublunary comforts are like the. Moon 3; 
ſometimes at the full, and ſometimes in the 
wine, nothing continues in a fixed iation 3 
man may be rich to day, and poor to Mor- 
wn, therefore the Apolile calls them uncer- 
nin riches, or uncertainty of riches in the 
abſira& 3 now then faith the Apoſile, Chri- 
tians muſt lay up in ſtore for themſclves 


4 good foundation againſt the time to come, gay; 
1 Tim. 6, 17, 18. Alas, riches were never Emp. of 
te to any that truſted to them 3 the £747 


things of the World are like ſmgak or ſand 


man knows he cannot keep? ?*iis the part of 
2 wiſe man to purchaſe {uch an eſtate as he 


may enjoy 3 friends, goods, honours, health, t4;; 
pleaſures have their periods, but theſe mer- 3G”: +7 
cies are ſare and everlaſting, On the vaſi ©4911 


jaritas, fed inſatiabilitas 3 que #7 recefſericy 94 bonus i dives 1607 4 


furit, Clem, Al:xand. Strom. 1:5, 3, 


M P OY? 4 47 gn 
3 & 44 k\3 yt 
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difference 3 it's very conſiderable, that the 
things that make us happy, can only be 
made ſure; but the things of this World 
which cannot make us happy cannot be 
made ſure; and indeed whatever may be 
loſt is not capable. of making any truly 
happy : now Heavenly things are durable 
as well as ſuitable to the ſoul, therefore let 
us all take the counſel of our Lord Jus in 
Mat.6.19,20. Lay ot zþ for your ſelves trea- 
ſures upon earth, where math and ruſt dith 
corrupt, aud where Thieves break, through and 
fteal 


corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through not ſteal. ; 
2. Except you have an intereſt in theſe 
ſure mercies, common mercies are accurſed 
to you, nor indecd have you any real Cc 
venant-title to any thing you enjoy, what- 
ever intercſt you have before men | in foro 
bumano | yet | in foro Dei | you are inthe 
Court oft Heaven (in a fort ) uſurpers 
however you have fcrteited all by aqwl 
rebellion, and have but what you enjoy 3s 
condemned Pritoners or Maletactors to keep 
you alive till execution of the -righteous 
t:ntence of condemnation. Oh the woul 
condition of Unconverted - ſinners ! they 
are accurſed with a Goſpel-curle, and under 


a dreadtul ſentence ot cxcommunication: | 


there's a curſe in their houſes, on their 
actions, on their relations, as to them 3 
there's a curſe upon their very bleſſings, 

Mal. 


But lay up for your ſelves treaſurer 
in H:aven, where neither moth nor ruſt doth | 


The Sure Mercies of David. wy 9 


Ml. 2+ 2. there's a plague in their appa- 
tel; poiſon in their meat 3 and we may 
ky, death is in the Pot as to all their enjoy- 
ments 3 my meaning is, nothing is truly 
ſmRified or perfumed with Covenant- 
mercy 3 and if God give it a commiſſion, 
whatever they enjoy may be their bane : 
phitherſoever they go, a curſe goes with 
them 3 whatever they partake of, a curſe 
meets them in it > whoever they are with, 
4 curſe attends. them. Oh fearful fiace ! 
it was fad to be under the curſe of a 


| mortal man 3 Cham found his Father 


Noah's curſe heavy 3 but oh how heavy is 
the carſe of Almighty God, who with a 
word can ſend the ſoul into Hell ; and fol- 
bw his ſiroke into another World ? dear 
friends, who would live in this curſed ftate 
another hour ? on the contrary, whoſoever 
hath theſe mercies of the Covenant hath all 
bleſſings bleſſed 3 yea, and allo croſſes 3 and, 
in a ſort, curſes are turned into bleflings: 
who would not be covetous of ſuch a ſtate ? 
But to haſten. 

3. Without theſe Covenant-mercies the 
foul is not accepted in its choiceſt duties : 
neither perſon nor performance is owned by 
God 3 it is only upon a Covenant-account 
that any are accepted 3 indeed in the Co- 
venant of works the perſon was accepted 


; | for the works fake, bur in the Covenant 


of Grace, God accepts the perſon firſt, then 
the work 3 if the man be in- Chrilt, then 
! the 


150. 


Proy.15.3. 


Plal. go. 
IG, I7. 
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the offering is taken in good part, though 
it be but a Turtle-dove or young Pigeon, 
though but a ſigh or groan; God takes 
a Poſte of Flowers ig 

Graces ] though mixed with Rfiinking 
Weeds, and pricking Bryars of vanity and 
corruption, gathered by a Child, and per- 
fumed by Chriſts Mediation, and is better 
pleaſed therewith, than with the moſt 
odoriferous gifts of uncoverted fouls , 
where the heart is defiitute of Covenant 
graces ; alas, the prayer of the wicked is 
abomination to God , the great and je- 
lous. God challengeth the wicked - man 
that hath not Covenant-mercics in his 
heart, for taking Covenant-promiſes into 
his mouth : What haſi thou to do? faith 
God, q. d. thou poor graceleſs finner, thou 
profancſi my holy name, and provokelt the 
eyes of my glory in the works, and wor- 
ſhip by which thou thinkeſt thou doſi 
moſt honour and pleaſeſt me : in the ſiate 
whercin thou art, I cannot endure to look 
towards theez I abhorr thy perſon and 
performance, thy coltly incenſe is a (moak 
in my noſe; I can ſce through thy paint- 
ed beauty, at thy rotten infide ; thy guilded 
Eloquence and -Rixctorical Flouriſhes ate 
no more to me, than the roaring of Bears 
or howling of Doggs 3; get out of my 
ſight thou' ſorry wajning hypocrite 3: all 


thy duties arc as Cyphers, and (ignite 


nothing «xcept the Mediatour as the prin- 
cipal 


of {weet-(melling 
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cipal and only figure be ſet before them, 
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and the ſpirit of God write and indite | 


them, which are two of the greateli mercies 
of the new Covenant. Ah firs, God doth 
deſpiſe the moſt melodious Tunes of wicked 
men, but - a broken and contrite heart he de- 
piſeb not 3 that's ſweet Mulick in his bleſſed 
ears; for a broaken heart is a Covenant- 
mercy : theſe mercies are brave Ornaments 
to believing ſouls, and render them lovely 
and amiable in the fight of God : every 
penitent Tear 1s a rich Pearl 3 every Prayer 
pierceth Heayen and fetcheth down abun- 
dant incomes from the Throne of Grace. 
0h what a difference do theſe mercies make 
perſons, pexformances and acceptance with 
God ? | 


4 Without theſe mercies you have no- 


ſolid ground of peace, comfort, or fatisfa- 
ion : for without theſe you are not only 
under the ſentence of —_—_— but 


jou have no real ground toMope that the 


ſentence ſhall not be executed this yery 
hour 3 *tis a wonder to think that graceleſs 
ſouls ſhould be fo merry that are hanging 
over the pit of Hel!, but by the rotten 
thread of a mortal life; Oh how ſuddenly 
may this brittle glaſs be broken, and they 
are gone for ever ! for ought they know 
when they go to bed 3 God may ſay ( as 
once he did to one as rich and ſecure as 
theſe ſenſual fots ) ehis. night ſhall thy ſoul! 
be required from thee ; *tis a wonder to me 


how ſouls can reſt quietly that are conſcious 
ben co 


Pfal. 51. 17. 
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to themſelves or groundedly ſuſpe& they are 
not in Covenant with God 3 and fo know 


Redile pravanicatores ad 
cor, © inhertte 8 qui fa 
cit wvos + ſtate cam co & 
ftabitis : requicſcite 82 c9 & 
quieti grits. Duo itis in 
aſyeffus quo ity ? botum 
guod amatis ab lo eft : 
jed quantum eſt & illum bo- 
n:m oft ad fuave,— Vid 
Aug. conf. lib. 4. c. 12. 


not that they ſhall be another 
momient-out of Everlaſting tor. 
ments : but God leaves them 
to ſeaxed Conſciences, and $4 
tan and the World joyn with 
their deceitful luſts to lull them 
aſleep, till God awake them by 
true repentance or eternal 
vengeance : but God hath a 
time to ſhake the foundations 


of this baſtard-peace, and ſet the ſoul upon 
the fure bottom -of Covenant-relation, and 
intereſt 'in Jc{us Chriſt, which only brings 
true content and comfort, peace that paſſeth 
underſtanding, joy in the Holy Ghoſt, and 
a (weet Sabbath of refreſhment to the toſſed 
foul : here the noble foul may (as it 
were ) terminate its deſires, and expatiate 


its Jargeſt fa 
Gcd in Cov 


Fic upon its only portion, 


ant 5; and thence will reſult 


continuil ground of triumph and exiltation, 
for theie mercies are ſuitable and adequate 
to the immortal ſoul, and will ſupport it 
under greateſt outward preſſures, and in 


the hour of death ; theretore I may con- 
clude this Exhortation- with wer. 2. of this 
Chapter, Wherefore dy you ſpend yeur monty 
for that which is not bread, and you? laboit 
for that which ſatisfieth nor, bearhen diligent 
ly uato me, and eat ye that which is good, aud 
tet your ſoul deiight it (elf in fatnefs. 


5. Theſe 
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5. Theſe mexcies of the Covenant will 
render your. condition ſafe whatever befalls 
yous welittle know what may befall us be- 
twixt this and the grave, who knows what 
a day may bring forth ? man is born to 
trouble, a Saint is born again to more 3 bad 
news may come as obs Meſſengers, tread- 
ing in each others ſteps 3 loſſes and croſſes 
may put us on fad diſcouragements : Oh 
but now to have a Covenanted God, a 
Chriſt and all the fore-mentioned Covenant- 
mercies to ſolace the ſoul, 'what mercy will 
this be ? when the true Chriſtian can ſay, 
lam my beloved's and my beloved is mint 3 
my fleſh and heart fail but God is the ſtrength 
of my heart and my - portion for ever : let the 
% roare, Men rage, Heavens look: black, 
and Earth tremble, I Iye at Anchor in a ſure 
Port, I truſt in God, and fear no evil tidings 


my preſent belp in time of trouble ; evils ſhall 
either miſs me or mend me 3 all winds 
blow my ſoul nearer my Haven, all diſpenſa- 
tions hitch me a ſiep nearer Heaven, for all 
things work together for my good ; my 
Covenanted God will teach me to profit by 
Word, Rod, by Mcrcys, Crofſes, Ordinances, 
Providences: God is my Sun and Shield, 
to enlighten me in times of darkneſs, to 
protec me in times of danger, he will 
command a guard of Angels to attend me ; 
yea, his wings ſhall cover me, his comforts 
ſhall refreſh my ſoul 3 he will guide me 
here by his counſe!, and afterwards receive 
me 


73 | 


Pſal.112.9. 
from below 3 God is my refuge and help, yea Plal. 46. 
- ob 
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See Þla!. 
She 7+ 


meto glory.. Ol happy ſoul that haththe 
God-of Facob for his God ; and theſe Co: 
venant-mercies his portion : who can hurt 
ſach a ſoul ? But oh the woful fate. of one 
that hath not the name of God. as a: Tower 
or Chamber to run unto when evils ate 
approaching ? how dreadful was Sanls flate, 
when the. Philiſtines were upon him and 
God had forſaken him ? juſt ſuch will be the 
condition of a ſoul deſtitute of Covenant- 
mercies in the day of publick or perſonal 
calamity 3 alas all they bore up their carnal 
hearts with is gone, and God 1s gone, and 
now they muſt either burſt with griet, or 
through deſpair make away themſelves, as 


_ Fad. and Achitophel. Oh forlorn. fiate of 


fuch as took not God for their God ; hits 

think ſeriouſly of theſe things. wo 
6. Theſe Covenant-mercies .wi!l have 
mighty influence upon your ſpirits in Gods 
ſervice; and in your converſation, an inte- 
rclt in the mercies of .the Covenant will 
make you fear God, and tremble *to offend 
ſo good a God ; there is forgiveneſs with 
thee that thou maiſt be feared, Plal. 130» 4- 
nay, tear to offend God is one great mercy 
of the Covenant- : theſe will melt your 
hearts into tears of Evangelical repentance 
for offending God 3 as you may gather 
from Zech. 12. 10. nay, brokenneſs-of heart 
15 one of the mercics of the Covenant : 
ſence of theſe mercies will make your ſouls 
love God clearly, Lk. 7. 47. nay, love to 
God is one of the mercics ot the Coycnant : 
ani 
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2nd fo for the reſtof the Graces 3 there*s not 
2n useful diſpoſition requiſite to qualifie us 
for Gods ſervice, but ?tis contained in the 
Covenant 3 hereby we ſhall know Gods will, 
be willing to obey it 3 delight our felves in 
Gods ſervice, as David, Pal. 5. 7. T will 
come into thy houſe in the multitude of 
thy mercy, and in thy fear will T worſhip 
wipards thy boly Temple : we ſhall then 
fng in the ways of the Lord, and in the 
bright of Zion, and flow together for the 
goodneſs of the Lord—— Jerem. 31. 12. 
je. the goodneſs of the Lord will engage 
the Saints to. come with chearfulnels into 
Gods preſence, and thank God for an op- 
portunity of waiting on ſo good a God : 
holy hearts delight in holy works 3 grace fits 
the ſoul for God 3 Covenant-mercies render 
afoul capable of and ſuitable to Covenant- 
duties; and the more you partake of theſe 
mercies, the more delight will you take in 
duty; the more like you are to God, the 
more delight will you take in God 3; and 
God will delight more in you 3 and-fo there 


175 


wil be ſweet fellowfhip betwixt God and - 


your fouls : on the contrary, carnal ſpirits 
cannot endure fpiritual exerci{&S 3 they come 
td duties as a Bear to the ſtake, and when 
they are therein, they are upon a Rack, 
Lord be merciful to ſuch a foul. 

7. Theſe Covenant- mercies will not 
leave the foul till they have brought it to 
Heaven ; Gods mercies are in the Heavens ; 
that's their propcr Element and they never 

ceaſe 
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x1 Tim. 6. 
I2, 19, 


ceaſe moving and: mqunting the foul up, | 


wards till they have raiſed him up into the 


higheſt Heavens : where they ſhall drink of bf 
the River of his pleaſures, Plal. 36. 5, 8 | 


now Covenanted ſuuls do but taſte that the 
Lord is gracious, but then they ſhall ext 
and drink abundantly, and ſhall be fatisfed 
with marrow and fatneſs , yea, bathe their 


ſouls in that falneſs of joy and pleaſures fa || 


cvermore,. Plal. 16. 11- theſe mercies will 
make you rich towards God, and rich with 
God to all Eternity : it you dye with Co- 
venant-meicies in your hearts, you depart 
like Qld Simeox with Chrilt in your arms, 
and dye in peace, and reft with God: theſe 
{ure mercies lead the van to eternal glory, 
Which comes in the rear of a temporal lite 
and ſpiricual graces : yea, cternal life is be- 
gun here, as Scripture tettifies 3 how 15s that? 
why no otherwiſe than by the poſſeſſion of 
theſe ſpiritual mercies, and Communion with 
God thereby : this ts eternal life, to know the 
only true God and Feſus Chriſt, Joh.17-3. You 
lay hold on eternal lite here by laying hold on 
theſe beſt bleſſings and Covenant-mercies; 
he that bath the Son hath life, and by be- 
lieving on che name of the Son of God, he 
may know -that he hath eternal life for be 
hath the record in himſelf z See 1 Fobn 5+ 
I0—13- what is this witne(s? it 15 cons 
tained in ſome of theſe ſure mercics of 
David. Oh therefore, for a ſhire and 1n- 
tereſt therein? on the other hand he that 


bach nothing to da with theſe ſure m_ 
at 


= 38. 
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[hath 
(ach 'as are ſtrangers from the Covenants Eph. 2. tx: 
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fl 
nothing to. do with eternal glory : 


if promiſe, have no hope of a betcer lite 3 
kr the Tree falls ſo ſhall it Iye; and ſuch as 
ge found without mercies in their hearts at 
kath, ſhall be found deſtitute of mercy at 
the great day. 

There is one (ort of perſons, I would 
more particularly prefs to look after their 
fare in theſe ſure imercies of David, and 
thoſe are the Children of Godly Parents; 
ad hence $::Jomon prays, Remember the mer< 
oof David thy Servant, 2 Chron. 6. 42. 
ſ you that are the poſterity of godly pre- 
tecſiurs, cry out for and apply the 
nexcies of your Fathers 3 and there are 
two cogent arguments in the quality of 


. [theſe mercies the Text mentioneth, for here 


tiey are ſaid to be ſure 3 conſider, 1. Your 
Puents found them fure to them. 
1 The Promiſe will make them ſure to 
you. 
1. Confider your Religious Anceſtonts 
lutnd theſe Covenant-mercies ſure to their 
on ſouls: our Fathers truſted in thee, cryed 
# thee, they were delivered, were not aſhamed, 
Mal 22. 4, 5- Heathens did pertinaciouſly 
there to the Religion of their Predeceflors 
nd ſhall Children of Godly Parents for- 
lkke their Fathers God ? and ſach a God 
4 never failed them 3 Moſes in his Song, 
lith, be 3s my God and I will prepare bim 
a babitation 3 my Fathers Gerd and I will 
267 bim, Exod. 15- 2. enquire and ſearch 3 
RN you 


w7 
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you that are-the ſeed of his ſervants, hal 


your fathers ever cauſe to complain of Gif) 
was he not as good as his word to them? 


them, and make good all his promiſes-ty 


them ?. did not your Godly Parents breath | 


their laſt with good ſpeeches of God ? did 


they not affc@ionately commend his iſer. | 


vice to you upon their death-bed?: refle& 
upon their dying' words 3 did they not pro 
claim to all the' World, that God was a 
faithful Cpvenant-keeping God to them? 


and did they not affure you he would be s| 


.good&t6-you if you embrace him and keep 


his ways !,yea, cannot you bear witnek|. 


for them, that their laſt words were ſpeak 


ing well of God 3 as Facob and»J+|. 


ſeph both did upon their death-bed ? "dil 


not they in the faith and ſenſe thereof com-| 
mend you into the hands of their graciow]. 
. God, as Facob, Gen. 48. 15, 16- the | 
which fed me all my life long unto this -daj;| 
the Angel which Redeemed- me from alle |, 
bleſs the Iads -——— did they not expie]. 
. particular perfwaſions of fome mercy, |] 


Gen.q9 21. thoſe bleſſed Patriarchs, Behold, I dye, but 


chap 59.24: God ſhall be with you, and bring you agait|, 
to the Land of your Fathers ? Yea, canndt|! 


you that are Children bear your Teftimon 
for God that he hath been and done accord: 


ing to your Parents faith and hope ? Sil 


mon could ſay, after Davids death, thou bit 
ſhewed unto thy ſervant David my Fatt, 


great mercy, OC bounty ——— but that's 00] 
) g 


| 


did he not punctually - keep touch: with |. 


"The: yur e. Mercaes of. David , 178. 


had | .all, ond thox..baſt kept, faith he, for bim this 
gat. kindneſs,. - 57 haſt given him. a"Stn 
em? | zo fi pon. his Throne, 1 King. 3:.6, and, I 
with |.queſtion -not but many of you. can: ſay 'as 
$/to | much for God, that God hath had . reſpe& 
eath |.to you in Temporals becauſe you were, the 
 di4| feed of ſach as were dear, to him. Oh 
'ſer. | follow their ſteps and you ſhall fare as they 
le taed. _—_ (3313 oP? 
pro-|| 2+ Yet further, you that are .the Chyl- 
35 a | dren of God'y Parents, you lye directly un- Ifa, 44: 3- 


-m'?| der the influences of thele ſure mercies3. the 39 *1- _ 
be #| promiſe is m..de to believers and to their g.. 2 Sam, 
keep | ſeed, Gere 19% 7+ Ade 2+ 38, 39, ſuch pro- 23.15. 
tne |.miſcs bear vp the hearts .ot Gods poor ex- AR. 3+ 25- 
peak- | piring {exv4:.ts, concerning theix ſurviving 
Je | Ghildren ; Well then, let Children claim 
? dil] their intereſt, plead this. grant 3 none of 
com-| you will loſe your inhexitance for want of 
aciow | looking after it 3 if your Landlord pro- 
e @d] miſe you a Leaſe of, your Tcnement after 
day; | your Father's deceaſe if you. ſue to him tor it, 
lien |.aad pay the accuſtomed fine, will you be {o 
xpre| mad asto be turned out of your, Farm, and 
cy, | 'theHeritage left by your Fathers, .than own 
e, bu] Jour juſt and loving Landlord according.10 
air] the Laws of the Land ? no man, is fo tond 
:annot]'t Temporals, and why ſhould you be fo 
mon | fooliſh in Spirituals ? Ah Chriftians, look 
ccord:] ater your Patrimony 3 deſpiſe not your 
Sil Bith-right 3 is it, nothing to you to be 
ou bif| omof believing, Parents ? remember your 
Fathe,l Parents Prayers and Tears, their Hopes 
”s not]nd fears Oh conſider, how it, comforted 
aJ N 2 their 
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cheit hearts upon their death-brd, that they 


lefe you under '2 good Covent, -arid th | 


. queathed to yon a goodly heritage 3nd why 


ſhould your Parents be deccived 'in thir 
hopes, and meet you ſirangers at the preit 
day to God and Chriſt, to beſet with filthy 


' Goats upon the left hand for ever? why 


will you embezzle or fin away this fir 
eſtate ? why will you not fue out this blefle 
Charter for your own ſouls im the Court of 
Heaven? Godiis'as willing to make it over 
to you, as ever he'was to beſtow it on you 
Parents 3 he is loath to cut off his kindnds 
from their ſeed 3, he looks after you'n your 
ſouk-deftroying praftices 3 and faith, as once 
to Tſrael that did fo wofaully degeneratt, 
Jer. 22. 5. q. d. I remember the kindurſs thit 


 #n former times tbere was betwixt thy auceſtari, 


and me. Oh their zeal in running after mt, 
the holy ſervices they did perform to me # 
#by Father, or Grand-father and ſome fornte! 
Generations, maintained entercourſe with 'm, 
and I with them; there was love of eſpouſili 
 betwixt us; and Tam ſure I was not watt 
Ing to them ; T looks carefully to them 3 dl 
that ſought to devour them,were my enemies, 

"did offend me; and I brought 'evil 'upouthen\ 
'T pleaded their cauſe while they tived, and 1 


"$200k bem ſeaſonably to Heaven, andif thiuth# 
-art their off-ſpring, 'wouldeft | bave put me tt, | 


T would bave done as much for thee ; if thiv 
badft bat laid bold of that Covenant 5 thi 
very Covenant-mercies ſhould have 'been thin, 
bus thou art gone hack, thiu wilt have - 
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of me, but realk, after new whſtart vanities 5 


thu wilt not nonchſafe ſo mued as to enquire. 


the God of thy Fathers that was ſo faith- 
yh them, and did fo much for them : 
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lat let 16. oth, thee, fince thou wilt needs þ tive ry. 

lave! re, what ' iniquity have eitber thy F' a+ poftulation 

| | thers or thou found in me ? produce thy yea- [ecin Mis. 
ſms, 1eftifie againſt we, did T ever do thee © 32 +: 


w wrong f have I not always done thee 
gvd ? Oh ſoul, whitherſaever thou goeſt from 
me, thou miſſeft of ſuch a God as thy Fathers 
ſerved. God ſeems in that Scripture to 
(peak after this manner : Oh hearken to the 
ttemal God, if you will not heed the dyin 

wirds of your mortal Parents, that dyed 
inthe Lord 3 though one would think thoſe 
ſhould moye and melt your hearts into 
tears of Goſpel forrow, why ſhould your 
dear deceaſed Parents riſe up in judgement 
2ainſt you at the day of judgement ? when 
t ſhall be enquired whether they did their 
duty, they muſt needs anſwer according to 
tuth, that they did inftru&, corre, coun- 
{e, admoniſh their wandring Prodigal Chil- 
ten, they brought them to Ordinances, 
prayed for them, wept and travelled again 
for them, and yet could not prevail 3 and 
ww muſt come in to bear witneſs againſt 
them, and muſt rejoyce in Gods juſt venge- 
ance upon them. Oh what a ſad caſe will 


theſe rebellious Children be in ? *cisno plead- 


ng priviledges by means of believing Pa- 
rents at that day 3 the higher you were ad- 
Vanced therein, the lower will you be caft 

N 3 down 
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will it be to ſee: 'godly Parents in: Heaven, 
and themſclves caſt into utter darkneſs 3: ye; 
to ſee itrangers* (or the Converted Chil 
dren-of Hcatheniſh Parents) come from Loft, 
and Weſt, and ſit down with Abraham, Iſa 


. and Jacob in the Kingdom' of Heaven, but 


the Children of theſe Kingdoms ( polterity of 
Covenanted Parents ) caſt out into utter dark 
Heſs —— Sce Mat. 8. 11, 12» e*} Fh 
Let me therefore perſwade all gracelels 
Children to look about them do you-above 
all others take heed of miſcarrying 3 greater 
expedations arc from you than -others ; the 
furviving friends - of your Religious An- 
ceftors look after -you, and enquire what 
you do oh rejoyce their hearts by walking 
in the ſteps of your predeceſſours ; I fhall 
beſpeak you, 'yea charge you, in the words 
of ' Reverend Mr, Boltoz upon his death-bed, 
that none off you will dare to- meet us at 
the great Tribunal in an unregenerate fate: 
let every Child of Godly Parents plead for 
Covenant-mercies, as once Solomon did, 
2 Chron. r. 8, 9. thou haſt ſhewed great mer- 


* cy unto David my Father ——— wow O Lid 


God, let thy promiſe unto David my Farber 
be eſtabliſped —— thus do you plead witi 
God, and ſay, Lord my Parents embraced 
the Covenant 3' it was thy free-grace t0 
chooſe them, and fet thy heart upon them 
and is that Grace weary? cant thou not 
own me with Covenant-mercy ? nay, daft 
thou not call that mercy to Abraham 
k 
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down to Hell, Marvh.11+23- oh how.terribly 
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the ſarer name of truth unto Facob? am 


not I a Child of the promiſe ; Lord cut not 
off the entail of Covenant-mercies from me 
or-mine for ever. 


[++ But I muſt haften, let all ſouls ſeek after 


4 ſhaxe in Covenant-mercies, you that are 
afar off, and you that are near, Children of 
the good and of the bad ; draw near hi- 


ther, take hold of this Covenant 3; here's 


mercy for you all, theſe mercies are at- 
tainable 3 Jet the wicked forſake his thay aud 
the unrighteous. man bis thoughts, and let him 
return #nto the Lord, and he will have mercy 
on him, ' and to our God for he will abun- 
ly pardon, Ifa. 55. 7. they are mercies, 
fear not being made welcome, they are ſure 
mercies 3 fear not diſappointment ; thou haſt 
atender of mercies, that's mercy, yea ſuch 
amercy as the fallen Angels never had,or ever 
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ſhall havez and if thou refuſe thou doſt not * 


only negleRt a grezt ſalvation, but the Devils 
hall riſe up in judgement againſt thee : 
it's a wonder of mercies that thou art not 
paſt hopes of mercies, thou haſt run a wild 
curſe, yet, there*s hope if now thou come 
upon the call of mercy? all the condition 
God requires is acceptance of Chiiti-and 
Gracez it ſticks at your wills, and if you 
Wiltully reject mercy what muſt ſave you ? 
if you will be damned who can hinder you ? 
you muſt thank your ſelves for ever : the 
God of mercy ſtands waiting at your door, 
the Prince of peace purchaſed mercy at a 
Ur rate ; the ſpirit of grace knocks and 


N 4 puts 
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* put in his bleſſed finger at the hole of the | 
door,will not yet your bowels moye towards 
him ? he beſeecheth you to be reconcikd 
that might with a word command you into | 
Hell 5 and will you have no bowels of | V' 
mercy towards your own fouls ? Minifter | - 

z Cor. 5. Intreat, Travel, Study, Weep, and 

_—_ :. x beſcech you for mercies fake, to come in; 

* + "and yet will you find out ? and muſt] 
after all this pains leave you ſhort of 
mercy z theſe ſure and ſweet mercies? God 
forbid, howeyex remember you were 
warned. 
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CHAP, xl 


yh! HE faxth Uſe is of Inftruction 3nd 


1 Reſon, to ſinners and Saints, 
wherein I ſhall ( as paper- permits } 
hy before you four ſorts of DireQions. 


1» What is a poor ſax to do thot be may ob- 

. $6 ixtereſt in theſe mercies Þ 

2: How a doubting ſoul may be affured of 
theſe Covenant-mercies ? 7 

3. In what caſes may s Chriftion improve 
Covenant-mereies ? 

4+ How a good ſoul that barb intereſt | 
in theſe mercies is 20 behave bimſelf ? 


For the firſt, which concerns gracelc(s 
ſoulsz poor unregenerate Creatures, if any 
ſuch enquire what they muſt do thac they 
may have a part and porticn in theſe ſure 
mercies of David, I ſhall briefly propound 
theſe ſeven DireQtions 3 
1 Make a fixi& enquiry into your fate ; 
diligently examine what title you have to 
the Mercies of the Covenant, praQiiſe this 
great and much negleRed duty of felf-tryal, 
whether you have cloſed with the Cove- 
nant, whether Chriſt be in you, or you be 2 Cor. 13. 
in Chriſt; whether faith be in you, or you fo 
be in the faith 3 ſelf-knowledge is a good 
degree towards ſaving grace» Authology is 


the firſt ſtep to Theology 3 a man —_— 
W1 
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will not look after mercy till he know his 
own miſery 3 they that conceit themlelves 
to be ſomething, deceive-themdſelves ; there. 
fore let every man prove bis own work,, Gal, 
6: 3, 4-: Oh' hdw ;many thouſands ' with | 
vam hbpe:dodeſcend into everlaſtingiburn. 
ings ? howimany preſume they have as good 
a title to mercy-as any, and fall ſhort of it? 
miſtakes in this point are dangerous and 
damning, therefore-ſoul, try thy title; be at 
a point concerning thy fiate 3 ſome ae 
Children'of * wrath, and- have not obtained 
mercy 3 yea, all are ſuch by nature : that 
Grace that changeth our. title, changeth our 
ſpirits, therefore deal faithfully with your 
own hearts 3 ask- them-whether they be 
renewed, changed, foundly converted ? ask 
your ſelves whether you be new Creatures? 
be notput off with filence or a flight an- 
{wer 3 ' remember life and death depends on 
the refolution of this important queſtion; 
you muſt be tryed another day, you cannot 
cvade Gods impartial ſearch, only conſider, 
there's no returning' back to mend the 
| matter, as you are found then at the great 
day, ſo-muſt you abide for ever 3 but here, if 
you hnd'a flaw in your title, you may 
have it well repaired 3 and this is the firſ 
ſtepto'menditig 'what*s amiſs,- therefore get 
a diſtin knowledpe of your ſtate. 

2, Work on your hearts the miſery ofa 
fouls being deſtitute of theie ſure mercies; 
yea,. if upon ſerious examination you find 
that your'ſouls have, no -intercſi therein, oh 

confider 


| 


| 
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confider what :a dreadful, doleful Gate your 
fouls ate in 3 you are indeed Lo-raubamabs, 
bond-ſlaves of Satan,cnemies to God,deſtitute 
of Chriſt, and have nothing to do with the 
zoodthings of the Goſpel ;. take your ſtate 
from the bleſſed Apoſtle, or rather. from the: 
infallible dictates of the Holy Ghoſt, Epheſ. 
2. 12- Without Chriſt, ( whatever confident 
daim -you ' may lay to him, however you 
may. boaſt of him ) Aliens from the Com- 
mon-wealth of Iſrael, (7. ee no members of 
tht true Church, though you may preſum- 
ptuouſly call and account your ſelves the 
only Sons of the Church 3 you have no- 
thing to do with the ſpiritual priviledges, 
ad ſweet Communion of Saints ) you are 
frangers 'from the Covenants of Promiſe, 
(ie youare not in this new Covenant, but 
under that of works, and have not right to 
any one promiſe, and fo to no Goſpel-mer- 
©) and therefore without hope, yea, with- 
out God in the World 3 *tis incxpreſlible, 
yea inconceivable miſery that a graceleſs 
ſoul is in 3 it is ready every moment to 
drop into- Hell, muſt be ſhut outof Hea- 
ven 3 God is angry with him every mo- 
ment, Satan hath him in a firing, leads him 
whither he liſt; and if hedye this moment 
he is gone for ever. Oh work on your 
hearts ſach fad thoughts as theſe, awake 
Conſcience, rouze up atfeRions, then cry out 
with the Publican, firiking on your breaſt, 


. God be merciful to me a ſimmer, Wo is me, Luk.18.13. 


wretched Creature that Iam, what ſhall I 
do, 
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do; 1 ami undone, -the guilt:of fin is 
me, mercy is far from me z: I have deſpiſed 
free-grace,- and 'now: I may fear .mercy is 
turned -mnto fary z long forbearance will end 
in;juſt vengeance. | Qh is there any hope for 
aforlornwretch? have not Iworn out::my 
day of grace? is there: any hope for me} 
ſurely, a litcle mercy will not ſerve my tum; 
L am a great ſinner, yea, the chicfeſt of fins 
ners, there muſt be. a larger dole of mercy 
to methan others ;. Oh. whet ſpall 'T do, mey 
aud brethren; what muſt I do #0: be ſaved } 
thus, firs, bemoan your fiate,, it's not a ſays 
ing; all are finners, and God is merciful, 
that 'will ſerve: the turn, but you muſt be 
fin-fick, then. you'l defire a Phyſitian, elle 


Mat. 9. 12» yow?l flight and ſcorn both Chriſt and Co 
13- venant, and all the mercies thereof. | 
3- Be thankful for, but be not content 


with common mercics ; they are good in 
their kind, and for their uſe and ends, but 
theſe are not ſuitable to, or ſufficient for 
the ſoul ; a Chriſtian ſhould -be content 
with any thing in the World, -yet content 
with ndthing in the World 3 the worſt of 
the World doth pleaſe a Child of God with 
God, the beſt of it cannot, :: ſhould not 
pleaſe him without:God ; you-'mut look 
on theſe things .as good in 'the way for a 
fiaff or bait, but not good as a. Center or 
end, to terminate your thoughts upon 3 Re- 
member, the worſt of men may have thebelt 
of :theſe: bleſſings, yet have them with a 
curſe, and may periſh with them __ 
a 
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1 unto me, as thou wſeſt 


di #nto thoſe that love thy name; and 'elſe- 


where he defires to be remembred with the Pal: fos. 
fivour of Gods people 3; as if David ſhould 
lay. 


Lord there are common: mercies 


which fill the belly, cloath the back, ſupply 
outward wants, but theſe thou givelt to the 
bad as well as good 3 and though theſe arc 
more than TI deſerve, yet more than theſe I 
defire 3 theſe will only ſerve me the day and 
ite of my temporal life, and 'will take 
their leave of me at death 3 but Lord, thou 
haſt better mercies to ' beſtow than theſe ; 
even ſuch as will. tick by me in life and 
death 3 mercies that concern the foul, fach 
3 thou beſtoweſt on Children, and on heirs 
of promiſe : Oh- let tne come in for my 


; Childs part of thoſe, and put me. not off 


with any elſe 3 none befides will fit or fill 
fy precious foul, or ferve my turn : ' I'muſt 


ſiy- as'once the Children of Foſtph faid- to Joſh. r7 
Jobna, why buſt thow given me but ont lot and 


ne portion to inherit, ſeeing I am a great 
fropſe 3 fo muſt I 'fay, if I were a'bruit 
Craiture, one lot of provender. for \this 
Carcaſs would ſerve tny tur 3 but feeing 
I am bleſſed with a Hoble, never-dying 
foul, that hath large - capacious facufties, 
muſt have a double portion, a fingle hare 
5 not enough ;'-fomething that will live 
when this body is laid 'in the grave, and 
nothing is ſo'fit for this immortal ſoul, as 
theſe ſure mercies of David Oh that I 


had 


# 


. 
* 
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Plal.94.20, 


Pal. 50. 
I6, I7, 18. 


had my ſhare thereof; z more than theſe 1 


cannot reaſonably. .defire, ' expe, enjoy | 


and lefs than theſe my foul is not content 
withal. [od i. 1} cap 
4; Caſt out and Caſhier all fin, break of 
thy ſinful league with filthy luſts; ; theſe 
ſare tnexcies will not lodge in a foul breat; 
where Chriſt. takes up, his habitation, lin 
hath'not Dominion 3 God and fin, go con- 
erary; ways 3. mercies mount, the fqul. up- 
' wards;,;:icorruption + pulls the ſoul. down- 
. wards 3 ybu muſt be ſeparate, and touch no 
unelean- thing, if you would be received, 
embraced as Children, -and have God for 
your Father, 2 Cor. 6-17; 18. be you ſure 
the Throne of iniquity hath no. fellowſhip 
with God, and God will challenge ſuch as 
hate inftru&gion, and. wiltully. run into (in, 
and (ay, what haſt thou to dy —— to the 
my Covenant in thy mouth ; do not think to 
yoke Chriſt and Belial ,, God will not be 
merciful to any wicked Tranfgreſſpur..: do 
not think . to. divide mercies and faithful- 
neſs, make account to enjoy mercies. onlyin 
the way of truth, that you may be able to lay 
as David, Plal.119.4.1,let thy mercies come alſo 
#nto me, O Lord, even thy ſalvatioa according 
zo thy word, q. d. O Lord thou haſt; mercies 
to: beſtow, and thou haft told me, how and 
to whom thou wilt diſtribute theſe mercics, 
it is to-ſuch as fear, and love, and obey thee, 
and devote themſelves to thee 3 why heel 
am, I have ſerved fin and Satan toolong, 


now I abhorr the ways in which my > 
| at 
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hath walked, I abandon works: of darkneſs, 
Icut off a right-hand fin, and pluck out a 
right-eye luſt, and now Iam in the road of 
mercy, not as though this merited” thy 'fa- 
your, but as a condition abſolutely 'neceſſa 
in the ſouls of ſach' as obtain mercy; *accord- If. 1. 16, 
ing'ito the precepts and promiſes of *the 
Word ; and now though I cannot' challenge 
mercy, yet I humbly plead thy 'promife' for 
mercy, even Covenant-mercies'; I. have 
forſ.kn my ſinful ' ways * and © wicked 
thoughts 3 oh be "merciful to me” according Pfal. 119 p 
to thy word ; oh entertain me, and” then : 
| ſhall-not loſe ' but -change my pleaſures, 
the” ſenſua] pleaſures of the-Aleſh,” for o- 
lid, facred, and ſoul-ſatisfying delights in 
Chrift and Grace : thus renounce fin, and 
you ſhall have what's infinittly* betrer,\but 
that's not all. od ghee” bis 
5- Renounce your own Rightebulſneſs, 
and look after thefe *ſure mercies only for 
nercy fake 3 the wiſe merchant ſold all, Mati13.46. 
'not' only his worldly enjoyments,” but" ſelf- 
conceited thovghts of his: own Righteoul- 
neſs, for this pearl of price 3 deny your 
ſelves, then enjoy God , mercy is flighted 
when you dream of merit; the poor Jews 
that- ſought to eftabliſh their own righte- 
-buſneſs, would not ſubmit to the Righte- 
Oulneſs of God, Rom-' 10. 3. they had 
fomething of their own - to lean "to, they 
forned Gods'way of faving ſinners; they 
would not be -beholding to Gods mercy, 
and fo went without ; the poor” Publican 
was 


18, 
iſa. 55. 9. 
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was juſtified, but che proud: Phariſce cons 
demned : come as craving ars, nota 
rich Purchaſers : ſay as David, ſave me ſu 
thy mercies ſake, Plal. 6. 4+: 4:4 Lord, i 
am 2 weak, worthleſs, wicked Creature, if 
thou mark iniquity who can ſand ? Ia 


not worthy of one crumb of kindneſs, moſt 


worthy of thy fierceſt diſpleaſure 3 if than 
condemn me thou art righteous, if thou 
Gave me. thou. art infinitely gracious ; Lord, 
when thy wrath is ready. to wax hot, and 
ow lifts up. thy hand & &rike the fatal 
low, then xcfle&.upon thy working bow- 
els of tender mercy, and flop thy hand 
from a righteous executing of chy julily 
deſerved ſeatence of condemnation; Rt- 
member thy tender mercies and thy loving-kint: 
xeſſes, for they bave been ever of old———— Re- 
member not the ſms of my youth, nor my 
ran ſereſſions, according to thy mercy remen- 
ber #bou me, for thy gaodneſs ſake, O Lord: 
thus that good man pleads with God, 
Pſal. 25. 6, 7- and thus do thou, come 
empty handed, bxy wine and milk, without 
money and without price ; mercy were not 
mercy, it. it were bought at valuable rates; 
but as that's not poſſible, ſo that ſoul that 
cotnes tov purchale ſhall be aeale without, 
for all the good things of the Goſpel are 
of free and undeſeryed gift. | 
6. Cloſe with Jeſus Chriſt the root an 

ſpring of theſe Covenant-mercies 3 I told 
you in the doQtrinal part, theſe mercics arc 
made ſure in and by Chriſt to all the _ 


ty 
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of,promiſe : would you then enjoy the be- 
nefit of theſe mercies, accept of Jeſus 
Chriſt by a ſound and lively taith : you 
can expe& no mercy but through a Medi- 
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ator, grace and truth comes by Feſus Chrift': Joh. 1, 16, 


all mercy is laid up in Chritt, as the great 
Store-houſe, and is to be fetcht out by taith, 
thoſe ſouls are under a dangerous and ſou]- 
damning miſtake that. imagine God to be 
any other ways 'merciful chan in Chrilt : 
it's even horrible, faith Luther, ' to think of 
God. owt of Chriſt , this is the only Goſpel- 


way of obtaining mercy; God blefſeth us Evh. 13.6. 


with theſe ſpiritual bleſſings in Chriſt, 
and ' we are accepted in the beloved, 
Well then, how have poor ſouls intereſt in 
Chit? this is only by faith, which is the 


ous accepting of him upon his own terms : Joi: 1. 12, 


here I muſt not digreſs into the large field 
of that uſeful ſubje& of ſaving taith, bur 
muſt refer you to the large difcourſes upon 


this radical, fundamental grace, and | be- _ 


kech you be not miſtaken in this z here lyes 
thehinge and vitals of Religion, cven in an 
tire, atf:Etionate, voluntary, and univerſal 
xcepting of Jeſus Chriſt, as onr King, 
Priett, Prophet, to be ruled, guided, faved 
by him in his own way. Oh tirs, if you do 
not this you do nothing 3 if. you believe 


jou ſhall be faved, but it you believe not Matk 16. 


jou ſhall be damned, that's (plain Engliſh , 
nd truly, my friends, all men have not 
kth, this faith of Gods Elec, this preci- 
ws faith. Od therefore look aiter it, long 

O for 
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for it, come with a broken heart to a blegd« 


ing Chriſt, come weary and heavy laden, 
and lay your load on the Son of Gd; 


þ 


J—_ 


come with a troubled, humbled hen, |,yþ 
wounded with a ſenſe of fin, and look up ite 


to this brazen Serpent for help and heb | 
ing 3 reach out thy trembling hand and get þy 


hold of theskirt of his garment, or rather 
with old Simeon embrace Jeſus Chriſt in 
the arms of thy faith, and then thou hal 
theſe rncrcies of the Covenant, | 
7. Enter into a folemn Covenant with the 
Loid 3; no way to be intereſted in the mer- 
cies of the Covenant, but by. entring into 
the Covenant 3; this, this is the work | 
would pertwade your fouls unto, this in- 
deed 15 the life of Religion, which is (0 
called | a rel:g1nds | from binding, becaule 
it binds, (as it were ) God and man to- 
gether, and joyns their intereſts in this 
- 8.5, bleſſed bond ot the Covenant ; O there 
44 5. fore ſet your (clves to enter a folemn eq- 
tron. gagement 3 give up your ſelves to the 
Lord, openly profeſs that you are the 
Lords, or «lfe ſubſcribe with your hand, 
and yield up your ſelves to the Lord, to 
whom of right you do bclong, and take 
Jofh. 244 Gad as your God, (ay, the Lord our G:d mil 
241259 we ſerve, and his voice will we obey, as the 
people of Iſrael oncez and thus do you 

mzke a Covenant this day, life up your 

hand to the moſt high God, as cnce Fac 

did, who made a vow, (aying, if God mil 

be with me apd keep me in this way.thatl 

Fl 
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j= then ſhall the Lord be my God, Gen. 


$120, 21, now confider, friends, hath not 


+ 6d done as much” or more for you as. Fa-_ 


#here deſires? and why ſhould you not 
ke God fot your God ? ſay thus, I have 
eetd of the Lords goodneſs, nay, I have 


Wt afid drunk a large ſhare of Gods kind- 


$ and compathron z he hath done 
kit for me, that none elſe could, and 
ath undertaken to do yet much more, and 
therefore God forbid, that I ſhould cleave 
bany other God all my days; as I will be 


> {nbolly the Lords, fo I will have only the 


lord, and as heis the God, fo he ſhall be 
t God this is that which the Scripture 
als avouching the' Lord to be our God, 
adif we avouch him to be our God, he 
fllavouch us to be his people, Dewt. 26. 
9,18. which imports the mutual conditi- 
ns of this blefſed Covenant, even a recipro- 
al embracing and accepting each other, the 
titits take God to be theirs by the ſaving 
bnceof faith, and God entertains them by 
igncious aC&t of favour, love and conde- 
ſentionz only be ſure you remember that 
fie Articles of Agreement are of Gods own 
tning, and the foul muſt come up wholly 
nto his terms, elſe no bargain 3 God will 
wt abate any thing of his appointed con- 
litions, it muſt be fincere faith, though it 
& but weak, which emptics the ſoul ot fin, 
ad ſelf, and turns wholly to God, and doth 
gn up it ſelf univerſally, voluntarily, and 
Krpetually to be the Lords ; and in the 

Q-.2 ſame 
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ſame manner takes God tobe his : _and | 
looks upon this as his mercy, as well as his \ — 
duty 3 his higheſt preferment, as well ashis 
greateſt employment, and ſweeteſt enjoy. 
_ ment ; Oh, thinks a good ſoul, that I could 
be more the Lords than I am; I am! to 
Hol. 3. 3- much mine own, but I will enter into the 
ſtri&:i Matrimonial bond to be only for 
God and not for another, then he would he 
for mez and oh that I could take the Lord | (© 
wholly for mine, and only as mine, and joyn | thi 
no other Lovers with him, I need none but | x, 
him, he is allſufficient, and my exceeding 
{weet and great reward : and upon this | ye 
condition God takes you, and you hill | y 
have advantage by him, and the Goſpel | x 
Covenant, and all the mercics of it 3 andif | 
Mat.15.37. you be not willing to forſake all for bim, | þ6 
—— you are not worthy of him : but I ſhall ſpend | 14 
249* no moretime about this, becauſe ſo many, | tg 
have writ of a fouls Covenanting with God: | x 
See Mr. Baxter's Saints Reſt, par. Is þ« 176: | he 
to 182 -— @ alib; paſim. Mr. Guthrie, | 
Mr. Alien, Mr. Vincent have preſcriþed dite- | th 
&tions, and a form of words for a folemn | | 
Covcnanting with God. See allo Re | 
flc&. 8. 1n the clofe of this Treatiſe. p—— | 6 
Thus much io: the tixft Clafſe or rank of | 
Dircfions. of 
C 
a 
q| 
ſy 
hi 
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CHAP. XII. 


2 OW a poor doubting ſoul may aſ- 

ſure to it ſelf theſe Eovenant-mer- 
cies? many good ſouls may have an intereſt 
in theſe, yer not be aſſured of their intereſt, 
which yet is of great conſequence and con- 
cernment, though not to the being, yet to 
the well-being of a Chriftian 3 therefore we 
are bevy - 


reſpe& of God ſay Interpreters, with whom 
all things are firm and undoubted, but in 
reſpe& of others, ſay ſome, that thoſe with 
whom we live may fee the Tree is good, 
becauſe the: fruits are good” 'but I rather 
take it that we muſt labour to clear theſe up 
toour own ſouls, that we' may have ſome 


* | tral well-grounded affurance therebf in our 


hearts, and both theſe are mercies included 
m the Goſpecovenant 3; only take notice 
thar calling is before eletion, and there we 
muſt begin, -and ſo afcend trom the work 
of Grace in - our hearts to the workings of 
Grace-in' Godsheart, for our love 1s a re« 
fe&ion of his love to us : Grace is a fruit 
of Ele&ion : this then is a weighty caſe of 
Conſcience 3 ſuppoſe a gracious foul be dark 
ad doubtful about his fate, and' is full of 
queſtionings and diſputings whether theſe 
lure mercies of the Covenant do belong to 
tim 3 what muſt ſach a ſoul do that it 

O 3 may 


d to give diligencets make our Vit. Att, 
calling and elefion ſure, 2 Pet. I. 10, not 107” (9% 


point 
handled 
ſolidly in 
a Treat. 
called, 


- A Believers duty towards the” Spirit, &6."%on Epheſ 4 Þ. Read 
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See this may be aſſured of its intereſt therein, and 
that indeed they are fure to” him ?' Now for | 


anſwering this Queſtion, I ſhall propound 
theſe Directions : 


6. Dire&t. pag. 158.'to 183.” Sce Baxt. 32 Dircftio?s, 


Joh.15.17, 
1 J-h.1.4, 


x- Study the Precepts, - Promiſes, and 
Prelidents in the Scriptures, be diligent-in 
.rcading the. Word of God : Ohof whatul 
would this be.z there. you may find what 
God commands, how Saints have obeyed, 
by whatmeans they have cleared up their 
intcgrity and, interefi_in Chriſt 3 here. you 
may find; what axe, the conditions of the 
Covenant, and ypon what . terms the mer- 
cies theycat, may; be. enjoyed, and -what are 
the infallible ChaxaGers of {auch as have re: 
ceived benetit thereby 3 here. you-may tind 
Chriſt the. main and choiceſk mercy of the 
Covenant:-z; yea,. for this end was the $j 
pture written, that we might have, comfon 
in God, and by conſequence alſo, aſſarane 
of our interetk in, him, Rome 15. 4. for this 
cauſe did both Chrijt ſpeak, and Fohy write 
Divine.. truths .. that. are; upon ' record, that 
his joy might be in us, yea that our, joy 
might be. full ; an.cxpreſs Text - you hawe 
in 3 Joh.; 5. £3 theſe things have 1 mritten 
upto you, that believe in the name: of the; Sm. 
of God, that, ye may know. ye have eterngl liſts 
the more you ſtudy. the Scriptures, the moſe. 
clearly you may read. your, names, _ A . 


and | 


y for | 
und 


Read 


The Swre Mercies of David. 
Bi&k of Life'* your hearts, if fincere, will 
hb to the word you read, becauſe the 
Law of God is written in your hearts 
therefore read and ſiady this bleſſed Book 3 
theſe. words are, Charters of your heavenly 
inhetitance+4, food for your hungry appctites, 
glaſſes in which you may diſcern the face 
of your ſouls. '. Oh Chriſtians, negle& not 
the Scriptures, 160k up for a right under- 
fading, and due application of every 
paſſage therein, and then comtort your 
(elves, and one another with theſe words, 
I Theſ. 4- #lt. ; : | 
2, Attend upon a quickning Miniſtry, 
here the terms of the Goſpel are propound- 
ed; the mercies of the Covenant are diſplay- 
"true believers diſcovered and charaQe- 
ited; here your may meet with a Barnabas 
$ well as wich a Boanerges 3 yea, it may be 
the hand that wounded may heal you * 


9 


God uſually makes the fruit of the lips to Iſfa.s7. 1. 


be peace, and many times ſends ſome choice 


ſiterpreter to declare unto a man his righ- Job 33.23: 


feoufnels, and clear up his integrity : and 
ferefore is it that God directs all ſuch as 


walk in darkneſs to obey the voice of his Is 50. 10- 


frvatits, or rather gives this as their cha- 


riter that they do fo 3'and God gives Mini- Ifa 40. 1,2. 
ſters a charge to comfort his people, and 2 Cor: 1.4. 


lys up comforts in; their Breaſts to this'end 
that they may comfort ſuch'as are caſt 
town; Oh the reviving words, you may 
hear in the Minifiry of the Word? here 
you may hear doubts refoly:d, cafes of 

O4 Con- 
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Iſa.59. - 
Gal.3- 2 
Mat. 38. 44 


Tfa. 44 25. 
Mat, 18.18. 


Rom 4 11. 


3 Cor. 109. 
19, 
C: IT. 24, 
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Conſcience propounded, anſwered, ani | 


hearts op:ned, anatomirzed 3 here the ſpirit « | 
God is often conveyed which ſeals up the 
3 belicving (oul. to the day of redemption: 
the preſence of God accompanies his inſti: 
tation ; ſo that what the Miniſter declares 
in the name and by the Authority of Chit, 


according to the word he will ratifie, back, | 


and confirin it in Heaven : and how ma 

drooping heirs of promiſe hath . God 
erc&ed, fatish,d, encouraged about their 
title ro Covenant-mercics by this Ordi- 
nance ? Oh, the advantage that many have 
got thereby z : therefore wait on God in this 
Ordinance ; Oh look not upon it as wek 
and begearly Elements as fome ignorant)y 
and blaſphcmoully call all Ordinances : make 
them not a matter of Ceremony and. For- 
mality, but prepare for them and uſe them 
conſcientiouſly, and you ſhall fee the (weet 
ctte& thereof. 

3. Improve the ſeals of the Covenant, 
both Baptiſm and the Lords Supper ; Cir- 
cumcifion is called the ſeal of the righteoul- 
neſs of faith, becauſe that {weer Evangelical 
priviledge, or marrow of the Goipel-cove: 
nant is ignited, ſcaled and exhibited m 
that Ordinance 3 Oa Chriſtians, underſiand 
and improve that {cet Ordinance of Bap- 
tiſm, it would be a ſpring of ſweetneb 
and fatisfation to your doubting, fainting 
ſpirits : and then for the Lords Supper3 
herein Chriſts Body and Blood are particu- 
larly applyed to us, to become our own, 

yca, 


—_ "wo o*> to on, Y oo), I 


3 Sa —Om—=—Y 


yea, verily and really, ( though not corpo- 
rally, but ſpiritually ) exhibited to every 
worthy receiver, and hence relulteth ſpiri- 
tual joy, ſolace and fatisfaQion, as in the 
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Paſcover in Hezekzabs days, they kept the , Chron. 
feſt with gladneſs and there was joy in Fe- 30.2126. 


ryſalem. But be ſure you examine your 


| ſelves, prepare . your hearts, excite your 
| Graces, underſtand the Covenant, , apply 


theſe bleſſed myſteries to your own ſouls, 
open your hearts by Meditation that the 
King of glory may come in, fiir up your 
ſouls to draw near to God, and he will 


draw near to you 3 you'l ſee Chriſt Gal. 3-1: 


Crucified before you 3 you"l enjoy a bleſſed 
feaſt of fat things, that will nouriſh and com- 
fort your pining ſouls 3- here youl feel plea- 
fant Apples and ſweet flagons of the Wine 
of his ſpecial love to ſtay you up and ſup- 
port your hearts in the day of your aMli- 
Rion, and {ad defertion 3 and if' you can- 
not enjoy that refreſhing Ocdinance, yet re- 
fle& upon your former enjoyments, and 
meditate upon your. Cruciftied Redeemer, 
and repreſent his bruiſed body and effuſed 
blood to your ſelves, and in due time you'l 
cry out with Thomas, my Lord and my God. 

4. Ply the Throne of Grace in Prayer 3 
fay. as David, Pſal. 35. 3. O Lord, ſay unto 
my .ſoul, Tamthy ſalvation : God hath pro- 
miſed to make his people joyful in the houſe 
(or duty ) of Prayer Saints have found by 
experience the ' ſweet ' and fatisfying fruit 
of a ſcrious wreſtling with God 3 thus 
David, 


Iſa. 56. To 


Pial. 63. 3. 


Mark 9.24. 
Mar. 9. 29. 
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David, Pfal. 31. 16. make thy face 5 fin | 


zepon thy ſervant; and ver; 21; he breaks {but 
in thankfulneſs for an anſwer, Bleſſed be' tht 
Lord, for be hath ſhewed me his marvelhil} 
khindneſt in a ftrong City. Yea, Chriſt him 
telf commands us to ask that we may ite- 
ceive that onr joy tay be full, Fob. 16:24, 
and is not a clear evidence of our inteteſt 
in the Covenant, and the mercies of it wotth 
asking ? therefore plead with God ; tel 
him thou prefertreft Covenatit-mercies aboye 
worldly enjoyrnents; and that thou wouldf 
rather have theſe mietcies made fure to thee 
than to have a leafe of thy life ; for his 
loving-kindneſt is berter than life : tl hin 
the joy of the Lord 'is' thy frength; and 
how much it will tend to thy furrherinict 
in his ſervice if he will lift up the light' of 
his Countenance on thy ſoul : tell him he 
hath: granted comfortable aſſurance to many 
fouls, and thow needeſt it as well as they; 
thow art an humble ſuitor at the Gates of 
mercy, and art reſolved not to let - hin! go, 
except he bleſs thee : yet once again; tel 
him, it is: nomore then he hath promiſed 
in his word, and Chriſt hath purchaſed 
by his blood 3 and' therefore it is no art: 
gancy: for thee to crave or expe, and 
when thou haſt been pleading, conclude with 


that poor'man, Lord T bekieve, help thou my 


z#nbelief, and he will fiy, according to thy 
faith be it unto thee. 

5. Walk cloſe with God, as that 1s one 
of the mercies of the Covenant, fo *tis an 
eyidence 


= 
—_ - 
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' tyidence of our intereſt in the Covenant, 


and *bis a notable means of obtaining and 
maintaining aſſurance, Plal. 50.23. to bin 

that ordereth his converſation aright will I 

few the ſalvation of God : cloſe-walkers 

have many choice diſcoveries Oh the peace Pa. 119. 
that have as keep Gods command- 5 
ments. 1 Oh the ſweet refreſhment which 

xlalts from a lively obedience ! the work 

if righteouſneſs is peace, the effeft of righte- 

aſneſs is quietneſs and aſſurance for ever, 

Iſa. 32+ 17. if you keep conliantly in the _. 
ſear of God, he will diſcover to you the Plal2s 14: 
ſecxets 'of his Covenant, he will cauſe the Jn y 
Fun; of righteouſne(s to ariſe upon you 3 16. y, 21. 
if. you keep his Commandments, you ſhall 

have a comforter, and he will- manifcf 

himſelf to you, But if you grow. careleſs, 

and remiſs in your walking, and fiep afide 

to any groſs ſm, no wonder -if you have 

little aſſurance of* theſe 'Covenant-mercies 3 

for theſe do. ſeparate | betwizt you and 

your God, you and comfort 3. this obſcured 

Davids intereſt in God, and his: ug(ai 
Ads. coſt him many a tcar, fad 
thoughts.of heart, which made him cry our 
o broken bones, and bitterly groan out 
his ſad complaints for the want: of the joy 
ofGpds ſalvation. : yea, for one aQ of floth 
andi (ſecurity, the Church loſt the ſiveet fenſe 
of diyine love, Cent-'5. 26 Oh: take heed 
of fin, it is like-a. filthy. vapour riſing out 
o; the-ſoul, that cauſeth.a miſt, anda thick 
miſt; between God: and us, as will. keep 
the 
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ther God ' be ours or no, | and there. 

fore take hecd of fin and walk humbly with 

God. | | 
6. Be much in (clf-obſervation . : ſome 


| have an intereſt in the Covenant; but know 


it not for want of fclf-diſcovery; there- 
fore it were a good work to conſider both 
your hearts and ways; indeed the heart'is 
deceitful, but you ſhonld''take the 'candle of 
the Word in the hand of - Conſcience; and 
deal impartially with your hearts; ſeek into 
the obſcure: corners thereof, and it*s poſſible 
in ſome” nook or other yow'l find a''Cpve- 
nant-mercy 3 canſt thou not ſay as Peterin 


Joh 21 19. ſincerity, thow knoweſt that T love thee ? or 


Iſa. 38. 3. 


Cal. 6.4. 
Proy. 14. 


I 


with Hezckiab, that you have walkt before 
God in uprightneſs ; doſt thou not hnd in 
thy heart a.care to pleaſe God fear to otfend 


him,defire to enjoy him, hatred of fin,loveto | 
the ſaints, poverty of- ſpirit, deſpiſing the ' 
| World, and: low thoughts' of thy beſt duty? | 


well now an ſound ſearch, and clcar- diſco- 
very of the frame of your ſpirits will be a 
notable way/to afſure to.your ſelves your 
intereſt. in theſe Covenant-mercies; and fo 
proving; your ſelves, your rejoycing, and (a 
tisfa&ion ſhall be from:your (elves: if-thou 
canſt but : tind one. ſaving , Grace in' thy 
heart in trath, thou maiſt-gather ſome evi- 
dence thence, and Gods Children have taken 
comfort in their ſincere. love to the _ 
thren, 
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the light of his countenance from ſhinin | 
upon us, it begets jealouſies, ſuſpicions | 
and uncomfortable fears in the foul whe. | 


—— 
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' thren: when they have have ſcarce difcern- 


ed" any - other grace, and fo have aſſured 


their hearts before God that they were of . 
the.truth, ſee 1 John 3. 18, 19. there's ne- - 


ver-a good work done, if it be -right for 
principle, rule, and end, but it will help us 
to a diſcovery of our ſtate, that our work 
is wrought in Ged, Joh. 3. 21. therefore 
kt's be willing to come to the light, and try 
our hearts and aq; ſo may we attain af- 
ſurance of our intereſt, 

7. Refleq& upon, and recollect your former 
experiences, this was Davids uſual method, 
to aſſure his heart of the truth of Grace, 
and his intereft in God, Pal. 77. 10. Twill 
remember the years of the right hand of the maſt 


bigh 3. days of old 3 his ſongs in the night ; Job az. 11, 
I2. 


this courſe took Fob and many other 
ſaints, and the Apoſile bids the believing 
Hebrews call to remembrance the former days, 
in which after they were illuminated, they 
endured a great fight of afflictions, Heb. 


| 10.32. and this was in order to- the re- 
| covexy of Gods fmiles, and the fence of his 


love: youl ſay 3 what am I better for re- 
membring what goodneſs was in me in 
time paſt, which I am now fallen from, 
and have loſt? I anſwer, much, every 
way, chiefly, becauſe theſe mercies of the 
Covenant are ſure mercies, and though they 
may be obſcured, yet never aboliſhed, where 
Grd loves once, he loves to the end, Joh. 


13.1+ the budand bloſſom of comtort may x,y, ,, .z 
be nipt, but the root of the matter and in- 1 Pet 1.23. 


corruptible 
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corruptible ſeed remains in the heart; q | 


man in a {woun hath lite though -poffibly 


2tis not diſcernable to himſelf or others ; 


grace may be hid, yet alive, as the ſap re 
rurns into the root in Winter 3 want of com. 
fortable ſenſe and feeling is not a loſs of 
Grace, in this cafe ſearch your records, 
and fee if you cannot find ſome mani- 
feſtations of God to your fouls in former 
times : I have heard of a godly Woman, 
who was wont to write down how God 
dealt with her heart, and time, place, man- 
ner of her communion with God ; a time 
of deſfirucion came, the comforts and 
counſels of Miniſters, friends were in vain; 
a good man gets her Book, ſhews it un- 
der. her own hands which .ſhe could: not 
dgpy, clears the immutable love of God, 
plyes her with it, drives the nail: home, 
and thereby ſhe recovered: her affurance 
thus: may you,. therefore recolle& experi- 
Encess 

8. Strengthen every grace 5 the greater 
any thing 15, the more '1s- is diſcernable z 
little Grace 'is not ſo ſoon diſcovered as 
mach Grace 3 a greater rneaſyre' of the 
Graces of the ſpirit cartyes a beauty and 
luſtre along with it, and hath a (clf-evi- 
dencing tettimony of the {ouls ſincerity. 
Chritiians, do you add to your faith, ver- 
tue, knowledge, temperance , patience, 
Godlinels, brotherly-kindneſs, charity 3 for 
if theſe things be in you and abound, you 
ſhall both be fruittnl, and they will help 

| ; you 
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' You to clear up your cating and elefion, 


2 Pet. 1. 510. theſe retemble the foul 
to God, and the more God-like a Chiftt- 
an- grows, the more clear will he be in 
point of fate 3 Saints of the greateſt mag- 
nitude are uſually more free from doubt- 
ings, whiles fincere, ( yet weak believers ) 
are much peſtered with jealoufies and miſ- 
givings; the more you get of theſe ſure 
mercies into your hearts, the more ſure 
you are of your intereſt in them 3 the faſter 
hold you have of God, the ſurer you'l be, 
you have indeed hold of him ; every ftep to- 
wards Zion will add new firength, ſtability 
and ſatisfaction to the holy Pilgrim : en- 
creale Repentance, and you increaſe aſſu 
rance of the remiſſion of fins, increaſe faith, 
and that brings on aſſurance of faith 


'irengthen hope, and you ſettle your An- 


chor; grow in love to God and his way, 
courage and 7eal for God, humility and 
{ef-denyal, and hereby ſhall you clear up 
your-own fouls and others, that theſc 
mercies of the Covenant belong to you, 
for ſo faith the Apofile, the Lord make you 
to increaſe and abound in lave to 
the end he may ſtabliſh your bearts unblame- 
able in bolineſs before God, 1 Thef. 3. 12, 13. 
if you have more Grace, you may probably 
have more comfort. | 

| 9. Lay the fireſs of your fouls upon 
iee-grace, the more you mix any conceits 
of your own righteouſneſs, the more you?! 
lagger, and be difconſolate, let free-grace 
be 
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in your fclves, for your beſt - graces, qu. | 
tics, excellencies are imperfe& and can of. 
ford you little ſolid ſatisfaction. Ly 
Jeſus Chriſt be all in all to you, be you no. 
thing at all in your felves. Oh God loye 
to fee a poor trembling foul defpairing of 
any thing in it felf, accounting the World z; 
loſs and drofs, flying into the out-firetched 
arms of free-grace, caſting it felf down xt 
his feet, and reſolving to ventnre all upon 
an all-ſufficient Saviour, and though at pre. 
ſent it walk in darkneſs, yet it will cif 
1/2. 50. 16. Anchor in the dark, and truſt i the name 
of the Lord ;, you ſhall ſee in due time the 
miſts ſhall -be difpelled, and the ſouls ſlate 
cleared,and the troubled heart fully fatisficd ; 
Sec Pial, thus David made account to recover the 
33-89 22. light of Gods countcyance, and banith diſ- 
quieting thoughts, Een by truſting in God, 
Pſal. 45-5, 12. mercy will anſwer all your 
doubts and fſcruples z mercy will ſuit your 
neceflity, mercy will revive and rcjoyce 
troubled ſpirits 3 therefore, poor doubting 
foul, though thou canſt. ind no goodnels 
in thy {clf, therefore lookeſi on thy (elf as 
utterly unworthy, yea, uncapable of inte- 
rt jn Covenant-mercies, yet hope in Gods 
mercy 3 let no mud of thy dutics mix with 
the pure (tream of free, undeferved mercy, 
and as that will carry thy ſoul apace to the 
Occan of glory 3 fo it wiil bring many 
{weet retruthing freams of joy and peace 


into thy heart : we have inftances of many 
mn 


be your foundation, and build upon nothing [F e 


unw 
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wn 
4. 
of 


| The Sure Mercies of David. 


in the word that judged themſelves moſt 
unworthy of good, as in themſelves, yet 
expeRed and received, both' mercy and 
furance thereof for mercies ſake 3 as Cen- 
zrion, Woman of Canaan, and others, be- 


Chriſt, the Mediator of the Covenant, and 
therefore though there be no goodneſs in 
the poor ſoul, to procure. theſe mercies, yet 
there is enough in their ſurety, and as their 
ins are made over to him, ſo what good is 
in Chriſt, is made over to the believing 
foul; x Cor. I. 3o. here is the marrow of 
the Goſpel. Yea farther, the Icls goodneſs 
an humbled ſinner finds in himſelf, the 


rery perſons invited and received : hu- 
mility, ſelf-denyal and poverty of ſpirit are 
mercies of the Covenant, and do evidence 
ntereſt, 


nels and chearfulneſs, give God praiſe, and 


bury not his mercies in the grave of for- 
xcttulneſs, eſpecially bleſs him for Cove- 
nant-mercies : Alas, faith the foul, it I were 
ure T had an intereſt in theſe Covenant-mer- 
cies, then I could fing to Gods praiſe, and 
be very thankful z but how can I praiſe 
God fer that which I queſtion whether it 
_=_ to me, yea or no: I Anſwer, thou 
muſt ble(s God that there are ſuch mercies 

P In 


auſe as mercy is free, ſo theſe Covenant- 
mercies are purchaſed and .enſured by Jeſus 


10. Be much in the duties of thankful 


God will give you more grounds of praiſe 3 
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Mat. $. 8. 


I 5. 27, 


preater evidence hath he that theſe cles _ | 
belong to him, becauſe he finds c <h bo 55. i. 
{4t. 5. $» 


Rom. 4. 5. 
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Pal. 65.1. 
Ifa. 30. 18, 
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in ſtore for poor linners, and that any poor 


ſouls have obtained an intereſi therein, | 
and are carrycd to Heaven thereby, bleſs | 


God that you are under a call and capacity 
to enjoy theſe Covenant-mercies, that God 
hath not excluded, but included you in 
the univerſal tender of it 3 yea, contider if 
you have not cauſe to bleſs God that he 
hath been dealing with your hearts in ſuch 
a manner as he is wont to do with ſuch 
ſouls as he brings into Covenant with him- 
ſelf; hath he not humbled,obroken, brought 
your ſouls off your own bottoms 3 let you 
ſee a vanity in the World, the excellency 
and neceſſity of Chriſt? cauſed longings and 


pantings in your ſouls after theſe mercies? 


and doth not all this deſerve your thank- 
fulncſs ? but know further, that thankful- 


nefs for what you have is a moſi effeual 


way to elear up your title and fo beget 
aſſurance, praiſe raiſeth the ſouls faculties 
to an high pitch of joy and comfort ; it is 
like Davidyg harp to baniſh away the ev 
ſpirit of dilquietneſs or diſcouragement : 
your praiſe ſhould wait for God, and you'l 
find Gogl waiting to be gracious to you 
uſually a thankful heart is a chearful heart: 
you may {ing your ſelves out of your fot- 
rows, as David did frequently ; he made a 
{orig of theſe mercies of the Covenant, ever 


then when he could find little comfort in, - 


or benefit by, theſe Covenant-mercies in 
many regards : See Pſal. $9. 1. with ver-38: 
«d finem: thus do you, Chriftians, fing your 

* | ſelves 
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| ſaves into this bleſſed ſleep, and ſoul-tran-« 
| quility ;/ *tis the fault of doubting ſouls, 


that they pore all upon their fins, and forget 
their mercies, they think they can never 
be ſufficiently bathed in the tears of repen- | 
tance, and torment their hearts with doubt- F 
ful thoughes, but conſider not that a thank- 
ful commemoration of mercies 1s as well 
their duty as mourning and humiliation. 
yea, *tis a {weet, heart-chearing, God- 
pleaſing duty 3 therefore let Chriſtians be 
much in this duty as a means of aſſurance : 
Iſhall add a word or two to all of us to preſs 
zfier a particular aſſurance of our intercti in 
theſe mercies of the Covenant. 

1. Chriſtians may be aſſured of their in- 
tereſt 3 we are commanded to make it ſure, 
many good fouls have arrived to a Plero- 2 Per.1, 10. 
phory or full \fſurance 3 experience proves 
the truth of \this, God himfelf hath 
promiſed joy and\comfort to ſuch as ack 3t, 


and aſſurance, ſcals of the Covenant inſti- 5" - 

tated Ordinances and Minilters appointed Sairr, have 
for this very end ? and ſhall we flight this ar #ired to 
ntinite Condeſcention of God who is fo '* Job. 19. 
forward to help us ? ſhall we uſe no means Pal. 6 = 
or endeavours to enſure theſe mercies to our G2), w, hs 


| fouls? Oh ingratetul wretches ! if: it- were 1 Joi 3.14. 


2 thing unattainable, we might be dauntcd; - Me 
but how mavy gracious ſouls do we ice ny | 

a : La, 45,245 
and hear of, that do walk in the light i TH 


P 2 Go:35 


< 


2123 


Rom 4.20, 


Rom. 1.17. 
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Gods Countenance, and triumph over all 


oppoſition in the ſenſe of Gods love! and | 


one great Reaſon why many of us are fo ful} 
of doubts 15 our neglect of Gods appointed 
means for the obtaining of aſſurance, fo 
if it be attainable in the ule of ordinary 
means, we fin excecdingly againſt God and 
our own- fouls in negle&ing thoſe means of 
aſſurance. | 

| 2. You cannot evidence your truth of 
grace, or title to Covenant-mercics unlels 
you uſe Gods appointed means to obtain 
aſſurance ; it's an ill ſign of a graceleſs heart 
to nourith doubtings and ditiruſts, and then 
to come in with fuch pleas as theſe; true 
faith is accompanied with doubtings, he 
that doubts not, doth not believe ; a doubt- 
ing faith is a good faith ; Ict me have doubts 
and fears, I dare not b= too confident, leſt 
I prefume. But I muſt tell rhee ſoul, a 
doubting faith is but a weak faith; and a 
Chriftian ought to be ſtrong in faith, and 
make a progreſs to a full degree and prof: 
ciency 1n grace and endeavour to arrive to 
a plerophory, and full afſuranee, for this 18 
the nature of grace to be prefling after per- 
feEtion, and go from fuith to faith, even from 
a faith of adherence to a faith of evidence 
and affurance; yea let ſuch know this that 
ſlight means of aſſurance, you live in a 
conſtant negle& of a known duty, in dif- 
obedience to a flat command, Heb. 6. 11- 
axd we deſire that every one of you do ſhew 
tbe ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of hopt 
aunta 


/ 
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| #nothe end, q. d. if your faith and hope be 
| of the right ſtamp, as it may ſcem to be, 


it will be working off all doubtings, anxi- 
ous thoughts and diſtrutting fears, and 
move to a further degree of conhdence 
and aſſurance : elſe you may ſuſpect the 
truth of it- 

3.” You cannot afſure your {elves of crea- 
ture enjoyments a day to an end, nor yet 
of immunity from croſſes, and if you have 
not aſſurance of theſe ſure mercies, what 
have you to bear up your hearts in an evil 
day ? we. litcle know what ſhaking times 
may come, that may pluck from you what- 
ever you account dear 3 and if you have not. 
ſomething above, oh the fad contufions that 
will ſeize upon you ! bur affurance of an 
intereſt in the God of Heaven, and the good 
things of the Covenant will be a guard to 
free your hearts from thoſe numerous Ar- 
mies of tormenting fears that will beſet 
you 3 this will be a cordial to drive away fick 
and ſwooning qualmes from your troubled 
ſpirits ; aſſurance of Gods love will fortihe 
your hearts againſt the fierce aſſaults of 
men and devils, Plal. 27. 1. the Lord is my 
light and ſalvation, whom ſhall T fear ? de- 


ſiroying Angels ſhall not come near any Ex24. 12. 


perſons that are ſprinkled with Chrilts 
blood, and have the mourners mark, a day 
of danger, hoxrour, confulion may overtake 
vsin the' Nation, in which we may be fiript 
naked of all our enjoyments, ſurely then 
aſſurance of bur intereſt in the beſt riches 
| : M4 mn 
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in the World will ſtand us in ſtead, and 
when all things elſe fail theſe will abide 
with us. But, 

4. Confider the great advantages of aſl. 
rance, I can but name them. 1. It wil 
aſſure us that we ſhall want nothing that' 
good for us, if he bave given us Chriſt, thy 
will be give w all good things, Rom. 8. 32, 
2. It gives a {weet rcliſh to every comfort 
of life, delight in Gods great goodneſs, Neh, 
9:25- 3. It will {weeten the bittereſt eu 
of affliction, Mat. 9. 2. 4+ It gives boldm/s 


" t0 the Throne of Grace, Heb. Io. 22, 


1 Pet. 4» 
14, 16s 


keTd Tappnotes, i. e. with a liberty to (ay 
what we liſt, if according to his will, andhe 
will hear us. 5. Aſſurance helps the ſoul to 
deſpiſe the World ; he that knows he i 
cloathed with the Sun can trample the Moon 
under his feet, ſee Heb. 10.34. 6. [t 
ſtrengthens againſi the cenſures and re 
proaches of men, no matter what men ſay 
when God acquits, Rom. 8. 33, 34- Out 
Conſcience tells us we are not the men we 
are repreſented to be. 7.1t {weetens the read: 
ing of the Word, and receiving of the 
Sacraments, theſe promiſes, ſeals, blood df 
the Covenant are mine 3 precepts, threat- 
nings, all things his, 1 Cor. 3- 21, 22. 8. |t 
enlargeth the foul in praiſe and thankſgjy- 
ing hence thoſe Hallelzjabs in Heaven 3 the 
more aſſurance, the more thankfulneſs, Pſa 
103+ I, 2, 3» 9+. It commendeth Religion 
*0 others, makes Gods ways lovely, Ob taft 
aud ſee, come and I will ſhew you what - 
| L- - hit 
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what be hath done for my ſozl, ingageth ma» 
ny, Pſal. 142.7- 10. It helpeth on repen- 
tance, makes Godly ſorrow more kindly, 
Evangelical 3 a love-look from Chriſt melts 
Peters heart 3 this Sun diffolves frozen fouls, 
Ezek. 16. 63. 11. It engageth a foul 
againſt fin 3 appearances of God are cords 


- of love, which are ſixongeſt to an ingenuous 


ſpirit, Rom. 6. 1, 2- 12. Aſſurance ani- 
mates our pertormances, and obedience ; 
is any thing too much to. do for God ? 
yea, my God deſerves all I am, have, his 
commands are not grievous, 1 Fob. 3. 5. 13. 
It deadens the heart to needlefs diſputes and 
Controverſies, it fettles the heart in the 
truth, and fortifties it againſt the ſubriltics 
of ſeducing ſpirits, for Gods L2w 3s in 
their bearts, Heb. 13.9. 14+ It repreſent- 
eth the glory of Heaven, 1s fome blefled 
embleme of a ſouls bathing it fclf in theſe 
Rivers of pleaſure that are at Gids right 
hand, divine embraces, 2 corner of Heaven, 
a Piſpah-fight of Canaan. 15. It fweeten- 
&h the King of terrours, and plucks out 
the ſting of death 3; ſo that a gracious 
foul affured of Gods love can triumph 
with Paul over this conquered enemy, 
1 Cor. 15. 55. and indeed none but an 
aſſured Chriſtian can look death in the face 
without horrour and amazement : ruimlin 
gallants may be prodigal of their lives, 
who are fgr from any capacity of obtain- 
ing aſſurance, but thoſe are liker Bruits 
than men, that are guided by fence, not 
P 4 by 
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by reaſon, and conſider not that their ſouls 
are immortal, and that they are entring into 
Eternity at death , but theſe have drowngd 
themſelves in ſenſuality, and conſider not 
what they do, but *tis only the Chriſtian 
that's upon .good grounds aſſured of his 
good eſtate, that can in cold blood advep- 
ture upon death, yea be willing to dye, 
yea defire #0 be diſſolved and be with 
Chriſt, 

TI have but hinted at theſe things, becauſe 
*tis an ordinary fubje& wherein many haye 
done worthily to promote endeavours to 
obtain aſſurance. | 

Sirs, what ay you to theſe things ? is 
not aſſurance of: intereſt in Covenant-mer- 
cies worth labouring for ? can you let 
theſe things lye without clearing your title? 
doth not the new creature breathe after it? 
doth not a rational ſoul detire it ? do not 
all wicked men catch after a certainty, and 
frame to themſelves ſome kind of certainty? 
do not worldlings take care to ſecure their 
Lands, Goods, Eſtates ? ſhall they require 
Bonds, Seals, Oaths, Sureties, and yet ac- 


count all this too little, and ſhall we account 


any thing too much to ſecure theſe ſweet 
mercies whithout which we are undone 
for ever ? Oh let nothing hinder your en- 
deavours this way 3 let no objections make 
you delay or be diſcouraged; let not Satan 
deter you, or the Worlds conceits make you 
ſlight it as unattainable, nor a flothful 


unbelicying heart oblizuct yous dibgence » 
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this great and weighty caſe ; who would 
live at ſach uncertainties as the moſt do ? 
who would have his life to hang in doubt 
in a meer conjecture ? eſpecially when it is 
in this great caſe of Conſcience, whether the 
ſoul muſt live in Heaven or Hell ? but moſt 
of all conlidering that our very lives are fo 
uncertain that the next moment we may 
ſep into Eternity z the God of Heaven 
awake the Saints of God who have indeed 
an.intereſt in theſe mercies to utc ail means 
to know they have an intereſt therein, that 
theymiay know they are of the truth, and 
aſſure their hearts before him, as the Apoſtle 


peaks, 1 Foh. 3. 19+ 
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CHAP. XxIII. 


I1. HE third head of DireRions is 

this, In what caſes may a Cove. 
nanted foul make uſe of, or improve theſe 
ſure mercies of David ? 

In anſwer to this I ſhall propound theſ: 
ſeven caſes wherein a gracious ſoul may and 
muſt have recourſe to theſe Covenant- 
mercies. 6 

Ie In caſe of difſetling ſuggeſtions to 
Atheiſm or unbelief, when reaſon begins 
to diſpute the being of -God, or the. truth 
of Scriptures, and ſhakes our confidence, 
or ſirikes at the foundation, then ſtudy and 
improve theſe ſure undoubted mercies, and 
lean upon Divine Authority, if God ſpeak 
it, the thing is out of doubt, his [ ſe 
dixit | is beyond al) demonfirations 3 Di 
vines diſtinguiſh of maxims in Divinity, 
ſome whereof are mixtly Divine, others 


are meerly divine 3 in truths of the for- | 


mer ſort reaſon may ſerve in the ſecond 
place 3 firli they are believed, then under- 
ſtood, as a man believes the immortality of 
the ſoul, then he begins to take up the ſame 
from reaſon, only reaſon muſt not here 
come before faith, but know her place; 
for if ſhe ſhould offer to go before 45 


an Uſher to make way for faith, we | 


ſhould never believe ; therefore Schoolmen 


ſay, Reaſons going before Faith, weakens | 


Faith, 


by; MATS. 4 ca PIY — _— — ,J_ A my 
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; | faith, but reaſons coming after faith ſtreng- 


thens it 53 fo that reaſon makes not the 
matter more ſure | ex parte veritatis didfau- 


ti ] in reſpe& of God the fpeaker, | ſed — 
ex parte intelleius diſſentientis ] in reipedt ;,, w Zp. to 


of the weakneſs oft our underſtanding. zead. 


But now in things that are meerly Divine, 
and fall diretly under faith, as the 
Myſterie of the Trinity of Incarnation, rea- 
ſon hath nothing to do -but admire thoſe 
hid myſteries that ſhe can never reach 
unto. Oh take heed of doubting or unbe- 
licf ; Goſpel-myfteries are without all Con- 
troverſie 3 here thy way is not to diſpute 
but believe z Gods Word is more than all 
the proteſtations, aſſeverations, bonds or ob- 
ligations of all the men in the World 3 
Confider what's faid in the Dodtrinal 
part, and give your full aſſent to all re- 
vealed truths ; you may better believe 
God than your ſenſes : Senſes may deceive 
us; God cannot, many men are bruitiſh, 
will believe nothing but what is within 
the reach of ſenſe ; they are meer Sadduces 
about ſpirits and ſpiritual things 3 but firs, 
will you belive nothing but what you ſee? 
then ſurely you'l not believe that there is 
ſuch a City as Rome or Loxdon becauſe 
you have not ſeen them. But let me tell 
you that that tempting ſpirit who per- 
lwades you now to doubt of the being of 
God, and the reality of Divine things, 
cannot doubt thereof himſelf 3 for he to 
his coſt feels the truth thereof, though 

; without 


420 The Sure Mercies of David, 


without any comfortable intereſt thercin 
the Devil believes and trembles, Jam. 2. 19. 
No: eſt di/- O therefore, ſilence all unbelieving and 
908 -* diſputing thoughts, doubt not after theſe 
9} Foe Clear revelations and demonſirations : ad- 
e-iimm revi= mit not this grand Goſpel-ſin of unbelicf; 
atm. . this damning infidelity,- but cry out as the 
poor man, Lord T believe, belp thou my unbe- 
lief,, Mark 9. 24+ 
2. In caſe of guilt upon the Conſcience 
and fears of acceptance, then have recourlc 
to thele ſure mercies of David, theſe arc 
mercies, therefore mercy is working to- 
wards a poor finner in miſery, they are 
made ſure by Chrift to all Heirs of Pro- 
miſe, and though thou canſt not ſenſibly ap- 
prehend him by faith, at ſome times, yet 
he can 'powerfully comprehend thee ; 
what though thy tins be many, yet mexcy 
anſwers all demerits z *tis not only mer- 
cy, but mercies z multitudes of tender 
mercies 3 he is plenteous in mercy, and 
will abundantly pardon 3; he doth not 
conſult thy fitneſs, but his free-grace 3 come 
then, poor guilty ſinner, venture thy 
weary foul upon theſe ſure mercies 3 he is 
meeting thee half way ( as the Prodigals 
Father ) and ready to fall upon thy neck, 
his bowels are yerning towards thy fin- 
ning ſoul, he is very tree and liberal in 
diſiributing 3 be not thou coy and ſhy 
in entertaining theſe ſure mercies , he 
waits to be gracious, do thou bid his 
gracious tenders welcome. Yea, but _ 
fng 
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the troubled ſoul, though there be mer- 


' cies, Yet I queſtion whether they belong 


to me 3 I know they are ſure to ſome, 


but *tis a great queſtion whether I be of 


that number 3 and I reply, why not: to 
thee ? what Scripture or reaſon haft thou 
to ſulpe& that thou art excluded ? the 
prant is in general terms, Feſus Chriſt 
came to ſeek and fave what was loſt, and 
thou art loſt, and feeleft thy ſelf to be loft, 
doth not he bid weary ſouls come to him? 
if thou wert righteous, thou mighteſt juſtly 
fear thou mighteſt go without him, but 
thou ſaiſt thou art a finner, and thou know- 
eſt he came #ot to call the righteous but ſin- 
ners to repentance 3 thou art a finner, a great 
ſinner : -yea, chicfeſt of ſinners, and did not 
Paul look upon himſelf as ſuch, and yer he 
obtained mercy 3 and conſider foul if thou 
haſt no intereſt in theſe mercies, whence 
then are all thoſe fears, doubts, jealouſies, 
complaints, enquiries ? whence are thefe ſad 
and dreadful apprehenfions of thy fin and 


miſery ? theſe conviftions of the nothing-. 
| neſs of thy duties, and ſufficiency of mer- 


cies only to relieve thy periſhing ſoul ? 
whence are thoſe meltings of heart for 
offending bowels of mercy ? and ſirug- 
glings againſt fin from the ſenſe of mercy ? 
what mean thoſe prayers and tears, thoſe 
toſlings of thy ſoul betwixt hopes and 
tears about thy intereſt in mercy ? and yet 


| thou who thus complaineſt, wouldſt not 


| ive up thy title or quit thy claim to theſe 


Covenant 
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Covenant-mercies for a full poſſeflion of all 
the common mercies in the World; thou 
art not content without theſe, thy enquiry 
is chiefly after theſe, thy expeRation is 
moſt from, and dependance mot upon, theſe 
Covenant-mercies, theſe and theſe alone 
are thy ſalvation and deſire. But ſuppoſe 
the worſi, that - thy ſoul hath no interefi 
as yet in theſe, why ſhouldſi thou deſpair 
of future intereſt? ſhould thou not rather 
put it out of doubt by a preſent applica 
tion thereof by actual believing ? ſtand out, 
ſtand off no longer, take Chriſt upon his 
own terms, give up thy ſelf to him, give 
him the glory of believing, remember all 
the ways the Lord hath taken to aſſure 
thee of thele mercies, fo that unbelief.is the 
moſt unreaſonable fin in the World ; this 
is the great damning in, {ay not with Cain, 
thy fins are greater than can be forgiven, for 
thou lyeſt in faying fo 3 is not the mercy 
of an infinite God beyond the demerits of 
a finite creature ? nay further, thou givelt 


God the lye who is truth it (elf, he faith, 


there's life for dead condemned ſinners in 
his Son, thou ſaiſt no, but I have been to 
ſeek, and I want life, but there's none tor 
me; yes, yes, ſoul, there*s life enough for 


thee, grace abounds, and you may have this 


life in abundance, only ſhu 
ſelves by unbelief, but come t 


ot out your 
him and he 


will in no wile catt you off, for he is ready 
to forgive your iniquities, and give you thele 
ſure mercies. | | 


3» In 


— 
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3. In caſe of perſecutions, afflictions, 
temptation from Satan, the World, or any 

other ways, you may then improve theſe 
Covenant-mercies, and find abundance of 
ſweetneſs, ſolace and fatisfacion therein 3 

were it not for theſe the foul of a child of 

God would fink under his preflures ; how 

often doth David profeſs that he had pe- Pſal. 119. 
riſhed in his affliction, did not Gods word 

of promiſe ſupport him 3 a Covenant- 

word will lift up the foul from the loweſt 

depth, a Covenanted God will incourage- a 

Gaint in the greateſt ſiraits 3 there is a Di- 

vine art in a Chrifitians improving this 

ſtock to his beſt advantage, and aftiition 

1s a proper ſeaſon to make ule thereof 3 as 

luppoſe a man be in poverty there*s enough 

in the Covenant to make him rich, if in 

diſgrace, Covenant-mercies make him ho- 

nourable, if fick, one Covenant-mercy 

( even pardon of fin ) will make him ſound, Iſa. 33: 
if in Priſon, Covenant-mercies ſet him at 2% *oni- 
liberty, if hungry or thirſty, why, Covenant- — 
mercies are meat and drink to him, if de- (þ1;zun 
prived of relations, fiill Covenant-mercy pci veritate 
makes up that loſs, and lets the ſoul ſee © ft Ra- 
better relations in Heaven» Oh Chriſtians, — 
your caſe can never be forlorn, as long as oy. 
you have ſuch rich mercies of the Cove- & ſe:aliin 
nant to ſupport and ſupply you, let all the *#/#atzoribs 
men of earth ſet themſelves againtt you, 14": 
they can but ſtorm the out-works, they can _ - 
never ſurprize your main Fort, or rob you cont. D:- 
of your beſt goods ; theſe m&rcies of the Terr. p. 

Covenant *73: 
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Covenant which are made ſure to you by 
a Covenant. of falt > oh hug and embrace 
theſe mercies in fuch a time as this, when 
trade decays, your fiock is ſafe; in a plun- 


dering time none can pluck away your 


treaſure and eſtate 3 you have ſomething 
that all the Devils in Hell, and Men on 
Earth cannot deprive you of, troubles will 


but knock theſe mercies into your breaſts 


more firmly and feelingly then deprive you 
of them, or render you ſuſpicious of your 
intereſt in them, for theſe are feafons where- 
in God communicates moſt of himſelf to 
the ſou] 3 Facob's ſad and folitary journey 


was attended with the choiceſt heart-re-- 


viving diſcoveries 3 Heaven was opened, 
and God ſhined upon bleſſed Srepher's ſoul 
through a ſhowr of Stones. Oh Chriſtians, 
*cis worth a World to have intereſt in God 
in the day of affliction ; and *tis your great 
work in ſuch a day to bear up your hearts 
with what you haye in the Covenant: of 
grace: take heed of diſcontented murmar- 
ings under any tryals, ſince. you have' a God 
that can and will be all in all to your fouls 
in the want of all comforts and over-flowing 
of forrows. 

4+ You may improve theſe Covenant- 
mercies in a day of ſpiritual dearth, in-the 
famine of the ' Word, which is the faddeſt 
judgement, when Means, Ordinances fail, 
and the ſoul is in great danger of pining, 
then *tis both ſafe and ({weet to fack growth 


from 


and ſtrength from the ſpring-head, even 
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from God in a Chvenant-way, theſe mercics 


nouriſh the larguiſhing foul in A famiſhing 


ſeaſon, Iſa. 41. 17, 18. when the poor dnd 


25 


needy ſeek water, and there is none, and 


their tongue faileth for thirſt, T the Lord will 
bear them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake 
them, 'I will open Rivers in bigh places, and 
Fountains in the midjt of the Valicys, I 
will make the Wilderneſs a Pool of water, 
and ſtreams in the «Deſart, and dry Land 
ſprings of Water. Oh bleſſed are. Cove- 
nanted * ſouls , * they have meat to eat 
othets know not of, hidden Manna, God 
hath ways to convey Marrow and Fatneſs 
into thetx ſouls when their ordinary pro- 
viſon is kept from. them, -1 Read of a 
man; that was condemned to flarve to 
death in Priſon , his Daughter getting 

leave to viſit him once a day, yet not 
permitted- to bring. food , ' notwithſtand- 
ing preſerved his life a long time by the 
Milk which he ſucked: out of her Breaſts. 

0) how doth God preſerve the ſouls 
of his Children in Priſons, by that - good 

nouriſfiment they ſuck from God in. the 

breafis of the Promiſes ! he Keeps them 

aive in famine, bread ſhall be given 


them, their watets ſhall be ſare, yea he 1433. 16; 


makes aſftition and adverfity both bread 
and water, wholeſome food, therefore called 


i Scripture, the bread of adverſity and wa- Ia. 30. 20, 


ter of affliction, becauſe ſouls are bravely 
nouriſhed thereby z Ordinances may for 
a (eaſon be removed, but influences of 


Q. grace 
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grace are, ſtill conveyed, grace is (ippor. 


ed, the ſoul [opplyed,” as, long as the 


ſpring "remains free for ' a, Chiriſtians ac. 
ceſs . he © ſhall be provided 'for, thouph 
the Chanel be ſiopt , ' ſtreams cut . of, 
and outward means much .obſirudeed; 
therefore, Chriſtians, when the word of 
the Lord is precious, and there .is ite 
open' vition, make your addreſſes. immedi 


rely to God, . ſee what he will ſpeak 


to your ſouls. ; own him .in Covenant: 
relation, Jay your fouls 'at his feet, and 


rl him that you, are _ caſt in a thirfly 


Wilderneſs z your, grages are withering, 
and hearts failing, tcH_ him you .can 
ſgarce meet With an inſtrument to-re 
ceive'a word of council or comfort froth, 
but ask him if he cannot (upply with: 
out as well as by the means; tell hum, 
he ſometimes, ſtops the. Conduit that hr 
may convince. 'us where. our refrſhment 
Iyes, and wither we - uſt have recourſe 
for ' freſh ſupplys 3 tell him when, you 
enjoyed the means, they. could nat work 
without him, and now you want them 
he can work without them, though- he 
hath tyed us to the - means, yet he hith 
not tyed himſclf to them 3 tell him 
once again that the more immediate 
his Conveyances are, the more evidential 


. they are, and the Gyccter emblems of Het 


Ven. 


5. ln 
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5. In your backſſidings and fears of 
apoſtacy, then, oh then improve theſe mer- 


= | cies of the new Covenant 'z you fall and 


miſcarry and loſe your hold of God, but 
God hath hold of you; you dare not ven- 
ture ro approach to him again, but he 


calls and tells you he will heal your back- Jer. 3. r2,, 


fiding,. will not cauſe - his anger to fall 
upbn you, becauſe he is marryed to: you, 
and he hates putting away 3 the mercies of 


'the Covenant depend not on your muta- 


ble wills, but upon everlaſting love,” your 
fouls are carryed to Heaven in the Cha. 
riot of the Covenant which moves up- 
on the ſolid Axle-tree of free-grace, which 
is it was.not procured, fo is it not conti- 


-naed by your merits, or goodneſs ; *tis 


true if you had carryed the rhatter ſo to- 
wards mien as you have done to God, 
you might expe&t an heavy ſentence, but 
theſe are ' the ſure mercies of an infinit 
God; the Covenant is made in Chriſt, and 
made good by Chriſt, the Alpha and 
Omega, the Amen, the faithful and' true 
witneſs is. the Surety and Mediator of this 
bleſſed Covenant. Oh Chriſtians, lay your 
firefs here 3 theres help laid upon one that 
is mighty to fave, he can ſave to the. ut- 
termoſi pinch, he . is good at this foul- 
ſaving work; do not fear, he that begun 
this good work in your hearts will per- 


fe it, you may be confident of itz you - ? 
ſhall be Kepe  ohe power of God through Rem ade. 
vation 3; though you be very Je, zz, 


Q 2 weak, 
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better terms with, God than Adam in 


_ often. Hike. EzekiePs wheel, intricate, con-- þ; 
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weak, yet he is able to make you fſiand; T 
you ſhall not dcpart from him 3 omnipe. |... 
tency is engaged for you 5 a&t faith there- " if 
fore upon the. numerous .. and gracious |... 
promiſes of perſeverance, though you have |;, { 
many fightizgs without © and fearj within, |*x.' 
though you teel averſeneſs to good, and, Ee 
tendency to in, wants and weakneſſes, |. . 
burdens and breaches, ſnares and fadnels; hey 


yet lift up your | hearts, you ſtand uppn |,1 1; 


Mercic 


innocency, or the Angels in glory, who 
were not confirmed in their integrity, but 


are fallen by a dreadful apoſtacy 5 it were [ji 


fad for poor believers, it their. happing6 
did depend upon their mutable nacure, or 
ſirongeii reſolutions -3 or if God ſhould | 
revoke his mercies, as often as. they pro- |, 1 
voke his juſtice, but bl:fled be God for | 

Jefus Chriti, and the reſt of the ſure mer- 
cies of David, triumph-in, this, O ye Chil- |, 
dren of the promiſe, the Covenant where- | 

in your. fouls are wrapped, is ordered in | 
all things and ſure z Heaven it (If is en- þ 
gaged for - you, the Gates of Hell ſhall not | 
prevail againtt you, . none can. pluck you _ 
out of his hands, who is. the .yock .of 
Ages, in whom is. everlaſting . ſtrength; 
you may confidently make bold and blefſed 
Paul's. victorious challenge, who ſhall ſepx 
rate us from the Lowe of God, Rom $435: 
ad finem, though your internal motions be 


fuſ;d and perplexed, as a wheel in a wheel, 
#« grace i 
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Pb |rrace {weying one Way, and fleſh another, 
ee |; if you be joyned to the living Crea- 
Ws Fires, and united to Chriſt in the .bond of 
We tie Covenant, you ſhall go ſircight on 
bin, ith conſtancy and uniformity till your ſouls 
d. 2 frrive at glory : theſe mcrcies are not 
les, br a day, or week, or month or ycar, but 
20 hey run parallel wich the lite of God 
PN od line of eternity, for with cocrlaſting 
nercics, be will Þave compaſſion on thce, Iſa. 
* Gs 7, 8. ; | - 

t] 6, In caſe of deſertions, and Gods with- 
'Ue Ninwings from him , the ſoul may and 
K6 [ruſt improve theſe ſure mcrcies of Darid 
Nt how deſertions are ordinarily diftinguiftc 
Into Gods withdrawing. 1. His quickniog, 
1 Bis comforting preſence frona the foul, 
vt \in both theſe caſes the foul may improve 
&r- hem, - 

1. In caſe God ſuſpend the gracious in- 
ſuences of his ſpirit, and the heart be ſhut 
MN \p under deadnefs, hardneſs, unbclick, di- 
Itx&tions, and che poor Chriſtian cannot 
ſel thoſe lively ſpringings of the graces 
the Covenant in his heart. then let hiny 
we recourſe to the promiſe wherein God 
ah engaged himſclf ro give a foft heart, 
new ſpirit, faith, love, repentance, the {fi- 
it of prayer, @*c. all habics of grace, the 
wwely cxerciſe of, grace, afſiing grace, 
uckning, enlarging, moving mclting mia- 
feſtations are bound up in this Goſpe!- 
Wyenant 3 hence it is, that when Pavis 
ks his heart dull and out of franc; ke 
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Ver. 107. 


Ez-k. 25. 
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runs to God and cryes out, my ſoul cleaveth 
to the duſt, quicken me according to thy ward, 
Pſal. 119+ 25. and he goes often over with 
that phraſe, which imports, that David 
lay under the ſenſe of ſome promiſe; that 
God had made for the quickning of his 
heart, when it was out of' frame, and ac- 
cordingly * he recounts the gracious influ- 
ences of Gods ſpirit, and profeſſeth' that 


he will never forget his precepts, becauſe | 
by them he had quickned him, ver. 93. 


thus let dead hearts lay themſelves x 
Chrifts feet, and plead* in this manne, 
Lord my heart is' exceeding dull and di- 
ftrated 3 I feel not thoſe enlarging,  melt- 


ing influences, which thy Saints have met | 


with, but are they not main material mer- 
cies of the Covenant ; doſt thou not pro 


mife a {pirit of illumination, convidtion, | 
humiliation ? is not holineſs of heart and | 
life a main branch of it ? doſt thou nt 


promiſe therein to write thy Law in ny 


heart ? to give me' onencls of heart, to. 
put thy fear within me, to ſubdue my cor | 
ruptions, to: help my intirmitics in prayet? 


now Lord, theſe are the mercies my foul 
wants ''and waics for, fill my foul witi 


theſe -warming influences, revive thy wort 


of grace in my foul, draw out ' my heat 
towards thee, inlarge my atictions t0 
thee, repair thine image, draw out gre 
into lively cxercile z doth not rhat fwett 
word "mind ſuch a mercy when thou 
faiſt, thou wile not only give a new nat, 


but 
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but' put a_new ſpire within me, to make, 
my ſoul lively,” a@tive, 'and ſpiritual 1n 
dutics and' motions: ? dear Lord, am not 


F a'Covenanted foul? and , are. not theſe 
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Covenarit-mercies ? why . then, my' God, _ 


doſt thou thus- harden my heart from thy 


far? why doſt thou leave me in all this 


deadneſs and' diſtraQtion ? . remember thy. 


word" unto thy ſervant in which thou halt 


cauſed me to hope; and in which thou haſt 
| helped 'me 'to'plead' 3 oh quicken my dull 


heart, according” to thy word : thus im- 
prove theſe mercies in caſe of deadnels. 


j- | 2. In caſe of ſadneſs and diſconſolate- 
refs, and the hidings of Gods face from a 
| tronbled pg Wirit ; Oh. then make 


much uſe of theſe Covenant-mercies, both 
as they are mercies and as they are ſure 


| mercies, they are as free and as firm as 
| everz if you fee nothing but wickedneſs 
| and wretchedneſs in yourſelves, remember. 
mercy prevents you 3 if you ſee nothing but ' 
| Juſtice afid frowns in Gods face, remember 
or- | his faithfulneſs ingageth him ; he is faith- 


ful; he cannot deny himſelf, would he love 


thee ſo as to: make thee his,. and will he 


not now love thee as his Child ? conſider, 


\ the Covenant is certain, though there be a 
preſent ſuſpenſion, thy unien to Chriſt is - 


ſecured, though actual Communion be in- 


tercepted, yea real unnecciſary Commu- | 


nion 1s continued, though {cntible anani- 
teltations be cbſcurcd-: tor obſerve it, the 
foul” hotds Commanrion” with Chriſt by 


\* 4 that 
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that which deſertions c;nnot hinder 3, ſal- 
vation may be tive hep 

that alvation be gone, Covenant-relation 
may continue” without comfortable. ſatif- 
faftian, why haſt thou forſaken me ? (ſaith 
Chriſt and Papi] his Type ) yet my Gd 


fall. Chriſtians, you are not tq truſ} to 


preſent feelings 3 David doth not fiy, 
make me to tecl, but hear j Joy and lad- 
neſs, faith one, becauſe ſenſe and teeling is 
of no worth of it ſelf, except firſt we hear 


it in a promiſe, chat's 2 fancy that's felt 


and not heard from God, and we. are'to, 


build upon a word of promiſe, even when | 
we want the feeling of comfort ; and tis not | 


omneg ». of the to Jcan upon former experi- 
ences only, though thele are goad ſecondary 
helps, yct our primary and Principal foun- 


* dation is God in a Promiſe, as our God. 
in Covenant ; Ict a dark and troubled ſpi- 


Tit read, ſtudy, and practiſe that choice in- 
firuction, Ha' 50. 10. traſt in, the name of 


the Lord, there*s enough in Gods name t 


enſirer af d aibts, read it, Exad. 34, 5, 6s 
mercy there anſwers to our miſery, grace 
t© our undeferving, long-ſuffering to our 
continued apotiacy, goodneſs anſwers our 
vileneſs, truth and faithfulneſs anſwers to 
our Covenant-breach and falſhood 3 God 
keeps Covenant, though we break it, yea, 
God keeps Covenant with us though we 
arc apt $ think he breaks jt 3 David 
thought Gods mercy was clean gone, and 
tfat his Promiſe failed tar CVLTNOTe, bl 
c 


ugh- the joy of | 
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he. is convinced at laſt that that apprehen- 
ſion. was his infirmity, Pſal: 79. 8, 9, 10. 
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therefore let a clouded ſoul in its blackett- 


deſertions lift up his cycs and. heart to theſe. 


ſuxe mercies, 'and ponder thus, *tis true 


my ſoul is dark, and God withdraws, it is. 


a night of great affliction, but was it- never 


day with thee, O my ſfoy-?hath not the 


bleſſed day-ſtar of grace rifen in thy heart ? 
hath not God united thee to Jeſus Chriſt? 
did he never give thee the carncſt of his 


Spirit ? didſi thou never feel the ſtirrings of = 


its graces, or the ſtealing of its comforts ? 


' || -refle& upon thy former ſtate, or rather 


ſtudy the freeneſs and the fulneſs of Go- 
ſpel-graccz what though I be without any 
ſenſible feelings of Gods grace, or ſhinings 


' of his face? is not my lite ſometimes hid 


with Chriſt in God, even from mine own 
eyes as well as from others ? may not 
the Sun be under a Cloud ? ſhall 1 fay 
my Father doth not love me, becauſe he 
doth not always dandle me upon his knee, 
and evidence his love to me ih fweer 
embraces ? I am reſolved to cleave unto 
him though he kill me, and fo believe in 
him though I cannot fee him, I will venture 
my weary ſoul upon his free-grace in Chrill 3 
the Covenant is firm, its mercies are ſure, 
there*s hope in the God of Tſrael; it may 


be he will caſt a'propitious aſpe@ on a weary 


ſoul, however I am reſolved to lye at his 


feet, and a& affiance and dependance on his 
immutable promiſe, whether he ever j:ine up- 


371 37 
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', on my ſoul or no, this will bring a good iſſue, 
. 7. The laſtcaſe wherein' a Chriſtian is to 
improve theſe ſure mercies of David is in 
the hour and power of death, when that 
grim Serjeant looks upon us with its ghaſily 


mercy-will ſtand us in ſtead, and ſure mercies 
will r ſweeteſt Cordial, theſe mercies 


grave, make: way for the gracigus ſoul to 

take its flight to glory, {o that dtath is now 

become the Chriſtians friend, and ſervaht, 
reſt and intereſt, conqueſt and Crown ; the 
” Apoſile doth thercfore reckon up death as 
one part of- the Saints Inventory, 1 Cor. 3; 
21,22, all things are yours, whether Paul or 
Apollo, or Cephas, or the World, or life, or 
death, or things preſet, or things to come, all 
are youts this is the fulleſt, longeſt, 
ſixett ticle;, here's a ſufficient enumeration, 
nothing can be wanting either in the mer- 
cies enſured, or manner of enſuring, or the 
duration, it's to all Eternity, and it's the beſt 
and cleareſt Tenure '| ixcapite] in the head 
Chriſt 3 and,?cs both by Purchaſe and by 
Conquett, nothing is wanting to make theſe 
mercics ſure for'ever, for death which dif- 
ſolves-all other bonds e$ relation doth more 


be * 


z 2YeFvine Limbeck to 


EE Tprtpare th oF glory, and 
"Un Win calls .to' believer lay- 
j = = T0 ' 
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' 


«ce ns 


face, and arrefis us with its cold hand, then 


pluck out the ſting of death, perfume the 


cr ; in this life .iouls are 


| ſure mercies of David, for they continue” 


rs ee ee ee, 
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but eſpouſed to Chriſt, after death they are 2 Cor.11.z. 
preſente& to him, 'and the marriage is 
conſarmmated ;, here we are abſent from our _ « 
husband, while preſent in 'the' body; but *tis : _ m 
more defirable to be abſent» from. the body yer. r, 2. 
and preſent with.the Lord, and this is done Phil. 4.21. 


| by a diſſolving of the earthly houſe of. this 


Tabernacle;' fo that hereby death becomes 

a gain, and brings. believers-to their proper 
home; and why ſhould we be afraid of a ,. 
ſtingleſs Serpent, or helpful ſervant, that 
doth' us the greateſt kindneſs? why are be-. - 
lievers afraid to dye? why do they not ra- 

ther ſay with that good man, | egredere ani- 


. ma egredere] go forth my ſoul, go forth, 


and meet thy dearly beloved. But we need + 
go no-tirther to_prove. either the immorta- 
lity of the ſoul, or the commodities of death 
than the ſubj<& we are upon, even thele 


PI 


to David even when he is laid in the grave, - © 


therefore ouFBaviour . proves the Reſurre- * 


&ion from the Covenant with Abraham, Numb. 18. 
Iſaac and Facob, becauſe it is a perpetual Cor ,. 


19. 


the argument, God is the God of the living 
and not'of the dead, thercfore theſe Patri- 
archs are living and have an exiſtence, be- 
cauſe he hath made a Covenant with them 
otherwiſe if theſe ariſe not, then muſt the 
Covenant of ncceflity Ceaſe, but. the Cove- 
nant endures for ever, therefore thoſe with 
whom he makes the Covenant mult live for 
cven 


© - ' ihs;;e 
c % 
F KT? - 
o e 2 Re 
: 
P 


_s.;, jver, ſince God . calls, himſelf thgir God, Ex34u4.6, 


ho 
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even after they are laid in their graves 


; S 
JLIANED 


they axe laying down their heads 


: Dedicated to Apollo, becauſe ſhe ſung ſweetly 
before ber death \ and the Romans when their 
eat men dyed, and when their bodies 
Rc burntto aſhes/they cauſed an Eagle to 


fly and mount on high, to fignific that the 


ſoul was immortal 3 and fhall not the 
Children of Promiſe ſing chearfully when 
their ſouls are ready to mount up to etcrnal 
manſions. I confeſs I am really aſhamed 
Cicero When Tread Cicero, that any that call them- 
Tufc. ... .. felves Chriſtians, ſhould qyſputc againſt the 
i x Immortality of the ſoul, when he. brings 
De contem- fuch arguments and Authors fo aſſert it, 
2:44 mor- but I am much more aſhamed that any real 
re; Maxi- Saints ſhould ſhrink with fears of death, 
men © when cven that poor Heathen hath ſpoken 
AYgWNCH- \ . . ſti 
wm ef na. fo much for the contempt of it. Let Chriſti- 
era ip- ans learn ſomething from Heathens, Take 
/am d: - a few hints in the Marg. | 
mo taltte 
a-:1morim 
taritam judicaret, quod ommbus cure { it, &* maxime quirem que 
pot mortem jutu'a ſat + Sciit arbeyes que alters fecuro pro- 
fit mmm quil procreatio Ulorrorum, quid Proparatio nomiths, 
quid adoptiozes felinrum, quid teſtame:town diiigentia, quid i'{a 


{*pulrbro um motumcata, quid tln;ta ſin ificant, rift vos futura (tiam” 


COLItare 2 nn Newma wiguam fin? mana ſpt immortalitatts ſe 
pro patria offerct ad nt ite © and againſt tear of death 
he 


therefore let Chriſtians reſt in hope,lyhie 


NEB 
- grave, for the Scripture ſaith the righthoux 
have hope in their death, the Covenant 
abides firm till ; the mercie$*thereof dye 

not when the body dyes 3 the Heathens them-. 
ſelves ſaw this 3 Socrates faith, the Swan was 


þ 


mn, pay = fm an 6A ak es he 


- as 
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| ”. he adds Acherontia templa, alta orci. pallida \eti, obunbila, 
| obſitatencbris loca, non pudet Philoſopbum is eo glortarh, quod hes nou 
timeat: : — itaque non deterret ſapientem mors, qe propter itz 
> *ertos cabs coridid imminet, & propter brevitatem vitae nunquan  longe >, 


z”” TImuſft but givea taſte inthis kind, aworld "|" © ©: 
- moreinſtances miglitbe brought out of Hea- 
then Authors to ſhame profeſſed Chrittians, 

that have an higher fore of Arguments 

againſt the fear of death, yet the ſenſe of 
Covenant-relation is the ſtrongeſt, and the 

ſureneſs of Covenant-mercies is of ſingular 

uſe to ſweeten thoſe bitter pangs, when the 

King of terrours doth appear in the moſt 
. formidable manner, and firikes its laſt ſtroke 

with the moſt terrible kind of death: and 

' truly I-may (with Mr. Dod ) call death 
|". the friend of grace, though it be the 
| enemy of nature; oux Saviour .hath' pluckt 

Tout its ſting and altered the very nature of 
it : I ſhall conclude this Branch with a Poem 7%». 
of Divine Herbert; called Death. ———— 


KN. 


Death thou waſt once an uncouth hideous things 
notbing but bones, - 
the ſad effe of ſadder groans, 
Thy mouth was open, but thou couldſt net ſing. 


For we conſidered tbee as at ſome ſix 
or ten years hence, 
after tbe loſs of life aud ſenſe 
Fleſh being turn'd to duſt, and bones to flicks © 


IP: 


; 235 The Sure Merciesof D : f I | * 


Je look on this fide of thee ſhooting ſhort, 
where we did fin | 
the ſhells of fledge ſouls left behind, 
Dry duſt, which ſheds no tears, but may extart. 


Bat ſince our $aviours death did put ſome blud | 
| 7x20 thy face, | 

tha art grown fair and fall of grace, y 

Much in requeft, muob ſought for ara good, 


. For we ds now bebold thee gay and glad | 
as at dromreday © | 

- when ſouls ſhall wear their new aray 

_ And all tby bones with beauty ſhall be clad... 


Therefore we can go dye as fleep, and tri, 
balf thas we have, 
untp an boneſt faithful grave, 
Making onr pillows either down or duſt, 


> ©, my ay mw wm. a wm. 


= 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Iv. HE fourth and laſt head of Di- 
re&ions, that I promiſed to pro- 


| pound is an anſwer to this Queſtion, How 


a gracious ſoul that is intereſted in theſe 


. mercies is to behave himſelf ? though this 


be a neceffary point, yet I muſt cut ſhort in 
it, having inſiſted roo long on the former 


+ 


Heads. | 

I» Believe and receive theſe mercies, this 
is @ faithful ſaying and worthy. of all ac- |. 
ceptation, that Feſus Chriſt came into the world m _— 
to ſave ſinners, 1 Tim. 1. 15, is it the pro- gl; % 
pofition only that is to be credited, em- que adbuc 
braced? is it not Chriſt and the reft. of the /»» viſwn 
Covenant-mercies held forth in this precious 7 «aw, 
maxim, which is the ſweeteſt flower-in the army 
Garden of Scripture, the choiceſt Pearl in aforcn: 
the Word, and moſt glorious. Stax in the cogririone 
whole Conſtellation of Goſpel-promiſes ? P!<4i&, 
who dare doubt what God hath ſpoken? a. 
and who dare refuſe what God doth offer ? 41am que : 
he is ſo wiſe that he cannot be deceived , /u#f pre- 
and he is fo good that he will not deceive P_—_ 
you 3 you may better believe God than your Nog” "ol 
own ſenſe 3 give glory to God by em- jib. . 
bracing theſe mercies, deny or diſpute no 
longer : be not ingrateful to that Grace of 
God, that hath condeſcended ſo low to give 
= evidences, on purpoſe that you might 
clicve. | 


2, Im-> 


2Cor.12 9. 


Phil, 4. 19, 
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| 2+ Improve theſe ſure mercies, make yſe 
of them in all your particular needs, if ; 
man have a good fpring he will order it 
for convenient ſupplies of many houſhold 
wants, and draw it through ſeveral chanel 
for ſeveral uſes : fo a Chriſtian muſt branch 
out the ſeveral mercies' of the Covenant (© 
his various caſes and ufes, as enlightning 
mercy to his darkneſs, enlivening mercy to 


his dulnets, pardoning mercy 1m Gafe 


guiltinels, purging mercy in caie of ftrong 
corrup:ions,.-— becauſe Gods grace is fat- 
ficient. for us in all exigencies in all ftorms 
there is Sea-room enough in Gods infinite 
mercy for faiths full ſail ; our God ſupplies 
all wants; Religion is a ſpiritual bond ro 
tye God and a foul together, and a Chriſti 


an in the exerciſe of his Religion ſingles out 


that in God which is needful to him on all 
occaſions: the lite of faith is a retailing of 
Divine commodities, as the. Covenant of 
grace gives afoul a title thereto (as it were) 
by whole-ſale. O!\ let the heirs of promiſe 
improve theſe mercies. | 

3» Bc content with theſe metcies, theſe 
are ſufficient to make you happy, feek not 
further to eke out your contentment in the 
Creature, as though you had not enough in 
having theſe 3 what a ſtrange paſſage is that 
of good Abraham, Gen: 15- 2. Lord God, 
ſaith he, what wilt thou give me ſeeing Igi 
childleſs ? give him ! why had not God 
given him himſelf, and was not that an ex- 
ceeding great reward ? wer. x. and could 


Abraham 
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Abraham defire more? O yes, all this 1s no- 
| thing unleſs God give him a Child, he takes 
no notice of this in compariſon of a Son 3 
this is juſt our caſe, let God give us himſelf 
and Coyenant-mercies, we can overlook all 
theſe in our diftempered firs; and look upon 
them as of no worth if he deny us ſome 
outward comfort that our hearts are ſct 
upon : but this 'is cur fin and ſhane, can- 
not God himſelf content! us ? can we go 
from Covenant-mercies to mend us with 
cotnmon-mercies ? nay do we not thereby 
weaken our intcreſt, Jiſhotiour our portion, 
and diſ-ingage God to help us? is not God 
a jealous God, , and can he endure to 
have any cortival wich him-in your affe- 
ions. . LI | 
4. Walk worthy of theſe ſure mercies ; Cm 3dpre- 
oh do not difparage them by your unfuitas {75% 574- 
ble carriage ; live after the rate 'of heirs of ND fool 
Promiſe, walk exa@ly, ſpiritually, fſelf-de- ca:a, 9uil 
nyingly and ſoul-reſignedly, God hath given aliid facie- 
himſclf and theſe bett bleſſings to you in 7% #2 
mercy : oh give your ſelves and beſt ſervices, "1: 
to God in a way of diity 3. if you give Wh. | 
your ſelves to God as 4 whole burnt- offer= us i4;rati. 
ing; *tis but a reaſonable ſetvice; for ug: 
he hath given you miore .than you can give —_ pa] 
back to him : walk holily, (teadily, cheer- Row.t2.1. 
fully as becomes theſe mercies, do mitch for 
God that hath done ſo- mich for you, let 
hothing diſcourage or diſquier your ſpirits, 
ſince you have metcies, ſure rhercies to 
lodge m your boſores 3 why fhovld that 
| R {oul 


242. 


Cel. Iz IO, 
Eph. 4. 1. 
x Ihe. 2. 
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ſoul be (ad that enjoyeth an intereſt in the 
father of confolations, the purchaſer of (a]- 
vation, and comforting ſpirit ? ſure mercies 
with propriety beget folid comfort: and 
affurance tor ever. Oh Chriftians, learn 
the leſſons much inculcated to walk worthy 
of God, of your vocation, relation, and this 
Kingdom. 

5. Be active and paſſive for theſe mer. 
cies, they coſt Chriſt dear to purchaſe them; 
do not you think any thing too dear to door 
endure forpromoting or preſerving of them: 
kindneſs is very endearing to a gratefvl 
heart 3 your pains cannot be ſpent to bet- 
ter purpoſe than in the cauſe of God, we 
muſt always be paying our debt, though 
we can nevcr fully pay it, we muſt be be- 
hind-hand with God, but. let a foul under 
the ſenſe of mercies ſweat blood for God, 
if he call to it : you ſow notin abarren 
{ou}, as ſhowrs ot mercy ingage you to fruit- 
fulneſs 3 fo an abundant crop of mercy will 
be your (ure reward: and in your faddefi 
Winter you {hall have the fweeteſt harvelt 
of mercy if Chritiians knew what grapes 
of Caelcttial Canaan they ſhould taſte in their 


Wilderneſs-ſufferings for Chriſt, they would 

not be fo afraid of thein as they arc; thele | 
mercics run molt freely and ſweetly when | 
other ſtreams are ſtopt; fear not ſutferings, - 


mercies will mect and ſupport you. '_ 
6. Plead thele mercies for your poſterity, 
though you ſhould leave your Children 


thouſands a year, yct theſe Commanmpannnn 
| Wil 
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will be the beſt portion 3; you cannot aſſure 
your eſtates to your heirs, but thele ate ſure 
mercies, {o that if yori take hold of Gods 
Covenant, plead it, live up to it, you ſhall 
have the benefit of theſe your ſelves, and 
ſome (atleaſt ) of your Children and Soc 
ceſſours ſhall * enjoy the ſame mercies, for 
God will rernember theſe 'unto a thouſand 
generations, though he be not bound' to 
every individual ſoul of your natural off- 
ſpring, however the Scripture fully ſhews 
that this is the ſureſt way to'obtain a por- 
tion for your Children; tell God, they are 
more his than yours, you are but Nurſes. for 
his Children 3 tell the Lord, that thou muſt 
dye and leave them, but he lives for ever, 
intreat him to be their loving everlaſting 
Father 3 tell him that though thou leave 
them ſomething in the world, yet that is 
neither ſuitable nor durable, 'but theſe ſure 
mercies will not fail them; and comfort 
your hearts for your houſe arid family with 
the laſt words of dying David, 2 Sam, 23.'5. 
oh labour to tranſmit your tile unto God 
to future generations, as the twd Tribes and 
an half did to future Ages by their Altar Ed. 
Fob. 24+ 24, 28: ſee 1 Chron. 28.9, 

7. Breathe after a full poſſeſſion of theſe 
| fure mercies, they are from everlaſting to 
everlaſting, follow them to the ſpring iti 
admiration and thankfililneſs, and follow 
. this fiream of Covenant-mercies to the 
Ocean of Eternity ; indeed the fireams are 
in time to the Sons and Daughters of men, 
R 2 but 


Rory, 3. 
19—23 


Rev. 22, 
19, 20, 
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but the original is without a. beginning, in 
God eternal thoughts of love; . and the, end 
is without end in thoſe everlafiing embraces 
in Heaven ; oh lobg to ſee the, end, if theſe 
inexcies be ſo.ſweet here, what will they be 
in Heaven, in.their proper Element, as it 
were? oh that bleſſed liate,. that Paradice 
of pleaſure, that joy of our Lord, Abraham's 
boſome, an houſe not made with hands, a 
City with foundations, a .Crown, a King. 


dom ! art thau.the bappy product of the - 


ſure mercies. of David ? . do theſe metcies 
bring forth, ſuch felicity ? , oh happy day 
that' my ſoul hath an intereſt; in. thete: ſure 
mercics, but how long ſhall my.ſfoul be kept 
from the full poſſcflion of theſe mexcics ? 
when ſhall 1 come and appear before. God? 
how long ſhatl I ſojoura in Meſech, and be 
detained from my Fathers plentcous Table 
above ? ſhall not a Captive lopg for his 


deliverance, and a, young, heir: fox. his, full 


inheritance ?. and ſhall not my, (oul long t» 
be with Chriſt above ? ſhall ,my body be lo 
weary, and hath not my ſoul... more cauſe 
to. be weary of its burden and abfencetrom 
home ? ſhall creatures groan, and ſhall not 
I much more to be delivered into the glori- 
ous liberty of the Sons of Gcd, ? ſhall the 
Spirit and the Bride {ay come, and thalb not 
my foul that hears theſe things, eccho, come? 
ſhall he ſay himſelf, 1 come quickly, and 
ſhall not I anſwer Amc#,, even. ſa;come Loud 
Jelus, Come.Lord,: I long 0. {ce the. «nd 
of theſe wonders of grace. much d-fire 
fo 
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| to enjoy thoſe mercies which eye hath not 

ſcen, car heard; orheart conceived, after ano- 

ther manner than here I am capable 3 come, 

my God, 1 beſeech thee ſhew me thy face 3 

and becauſe none -6an ſee thy face and live, 

let me dye that I may ſee thy face, and be 
ſwallowed up in the Ocean of mercy, 

whence theſe Covenant-mercies low. Dear 

Lord, either come down to me, or take me 

up to thee: Make haſte my beloved, and be ggny g, 14. 
thou like a Roe, or #0 a young Hart upon the 
Mountains of Spices 

. Thus I have at laſt diſpatcht this ſixth Uſe 

of Infiruction and DireQion to linners and 

Saints. 


246 TheSure Mercies of David. 


——_— 
mY 


CHAP. xV. 
VII. & Yoler ſeventh Uſe of Encourage- 
* © 8 ment, Comfort and Refreſhment, 
and here's | an abundant ſpring opened to 
reviveall the heirs of Promiſe. But becauſe 
I want room, and becauſe much of that 
which hath been already delivered tends 
this way, I ſhall rather improve it, to cx- 
cite the people of God and heirs of Promiſe 
to the great and ſweet duty of thank- 
fulnels. 

And here I might elarge upon the Ni- 
ture, Uſe, Comfort and acceptance of the 
duty of praiſe in the account of God and 
men ; but I muſt wave that, and: only in- 
fiſt on ſome few particulars that concern 
the nature of theſe mercies, which may, 
ingage us to be thankful , which art 
theſe, 

1. They are free-mercies, they may be 
had without money or price, faith this 
EE. Prophet here, free-grace 


Duanti O bomines profiterer ini 
wos effe empt-rr0s, fi ſalus aterna 
wvenderetur ! we ff pa#ro tum quit= 
dim quitotys q.rio ut tft in 'a- 
wulis fluit fluento,, quis ardiits 
pro ſalute juſtum pritium numera- 
verz;, Clem Alex. adm. ad 
gentls. 


was the Fountain, Cauſe, 
ard Original of theſe 3 
he had mercy becauſe he 
would have mercy 3 n0- 
thing moved his bowels 
of mercy on our part 3 
free-grace had no impul- 


five cauſe but it ſelf : when you are to 


purchaſe theſe mercies, the price it fallen to 


jul 
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juſtnothing, he gives liberally and upbraids 
not : oh what cauſe of thanktulneſs and ad- 
miration! ? | 

2. They are Dear mercies, this doth not 
contradi& the former, they are dear to Je- 
ſus Chriſt, but free to us, they are purchated 
with the warmeſt blood 1n the veins of the 
Son of God 3 yea, he thought his dearett 
heart-blood well beftowed to purthaſe theſe 
ſure mercies 3 he ſees of the Travel of his 
foul and is well fatished 3 the fruits of his hk. 
purchaſe are the joy of his heart 3 he thinks - © 
theſe worth all his pains, pain and dolours 
God the father is well pleaſed and. accounts 
theſe mercies a valuable fruit of his Sons 
»_ 3 and ſhall not we be thank- 
ul + | | 
3- They are Deep mercies, high and 4jue 4 
broad, and have all the dimentfions of great- /#t /15%n- 


nels, Pſa). 36. 5, 6. theſe mercies can fetch Far 


up a drooping deſpairing ſoul out of the ,,,,. 4,147. 


- grave, yea out of Hell ; be che foul ſunk anc yafa 
 aS low as fin can make it in this World, theſe © *or12a 


mercies can- fetch it up, and raiſe it' out of 7%" 
: : a profundum 
the grave and pit of ſilence, and fave to the g,,,q;.p, 
uttermoſt : Oh what a long arm of mercy --biac pro- 
hath been reached forth unto your troubled j#nditaten 
hearts in your low eſtate ? and doth not this "5% 
deſerve thankfulneſs ? Ezok 34. 
4+ They are Deſigned mercies, purpolcly 18, 
defigned, aimed and intended to ſer forth 


riches of grace, the intinite contrivance of 


- the bleſſed God to- magnihe riches of love 


fo finners 3 *tis true God intended to ſet 
R 4 off 


2 Sam.23» 
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off his power, wiſdom, juſiice, truth, but 
he hath magnified his mercy above all the 


reſt of his name z it*s beyond the relt of his © 
' works, the attributes of God are fet very 


high, but mercy fits in the chiefeft Throne; 


he declares to Angels and Saints what he 


can do for forry man . : oh advance free- 
race. | 


height doth God raiſe his Covenant-Children 
to? he deals bountifully with them, by 
theſe Covenant-mercies was David raiſed 
up on high, and therefore confeſſeth; that 
God regarded him according to the eſtate f 
a man of high degree, 1 Chron. 17. 17+ and 
truly it is the higheſt ' preferment in the 
World to partake of theſe ſure mercies: 
and therefore we have great cauſe of thank- 
fulneſs. 


_ 6. They are Sandiifying mercies, they | 


ſcaſonall other mercies, and make common 
mercies to become Covenant- mercies z yea, 
they make croffes, mercies, they perfume 
the moſt offenſive griefs, and are like Ms- 
fer's Tree that ſweetens the Waters of Marah, 
if you pourea paile of Water on the floor, 
it ſeems a little Sca, but pour it into the 
Ocean it's {wallowed up and ſeems nothing; 

o affli&ions out of the Covenant are intol- 
nds but as in Covenant-love they art 
inconſiderable, the depth of mercies drowns 


the depth of milcries, and is not this ground | 


7: They 


of thankfulneſs ? 


5- They are Dignifying mercies, ſuch. 
honour have all his Saints 3 oh what an | 


s - IS ww 


++» CD. tows wp, . >. hon, 05 md "nd 


7. They are Separating mercies, hereby 
are Gods-Children diſtinguiſhed from all the 
people that are-upon the face of the Earth, 
eyen in their finding grace in Gods ſight, 
and his preſence with them, and making his 
goodneſs paſs before them: if there be any 
diſcriminating mercies for any of the 
Children of men, as protection, proviſion, 
direction, theſe ' Covenant-mercies uſker 


j *them in, and fort them out ta the heirs 


of Promiſe, and if th be good for 
them, they ſhall partake thereof 3 then bleſs 
Go » = T7 : Y ; ; | 

8. They are Scaling mercies, they ſignifi 
exhibit and repreſent Gods love to the foul, 
where-ever theſe mercies are laid up in the 
breaſt of a finnex, that ſoul is the Fedidzab, 
or beloved of Gods ſoul, they teſtihe fuch a 
ſouls relation to God, and Gods afftion to 
it ; wicked men are ſtrangers to Covenant- 


E 
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x0d. 33. 
16,19 


loye, Gods people are the proper ſubjects of * 


theſe endeared thoughts of Gods heart, and 
are you of that number ? oh give God the 
glory of this mercy. 
' 9+ They are Extenſive mercies, they arc 
exceeding broad, they have wide arms, 
and embrace all the heirs of Promiſe, not 
a gracious ſoul ( though never {o poor ) 
Is left out, yea they arc largely extended to 
every Chriſtians ſtate, caſe, exigency, and 
neceſfity : let doubts be what they will 3 let 
fears, falls, faults be ſad and (oul-aſtonith- 
ing, yet theſe ſure mercies will anſiver all, 
they are commenſurate and proportionated 
; eo 
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to all condiffons of ſoul, body, eſtate, reli - 
ons ; oh bleſs God for them. 

10. They are Comprehenſive * mercies, 
they contain all the good that God promi: 


ſcth, or a ſoul needeth, grace and glory, ho. 


lineſs and happineſs, peace and pardon, all 
our freſh ſprings are herein, the good thingy 
of this life and of a better, and there 'are 
many precious things put forth by this Sun 
of righteouſneſs in a Covenant- way, Oh 
what cauſe have we to bleſs God and ad- 
mire free-grace, that hath not only given us 
the ſpiritual good things of his Kingdom, 
righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt; but temporal good things by afure 
and ſweet tenure 3 fo that theſe ſure mercies 
of the Covenant infure unto us the cor- 


| Poral mercies that are good for us ; and 


P/a].81.16. 


Luk. $. 18, 
Pal. 39. 


and after another and better manner than 
any uncovenanted perſons ( though never fo 


m— 


| 


great ) can enjoy them for in a Covenant- | 


way » believers do enjoy common-mercies; 
1. More refinedly, taken off the dregs ot 
cares and ſorrows, Prov. 10. 22+ a Sails 
bread, ( though never ſo courſe ) is of. the 
fineſt of the wheat, and he is fatished with 
honey out of the rock : yea they come, 
2. More really other comforts are but ſeem- 
ing comforts ; as man walketh in a vain 
ſhew, ſo what he enjoys is but a dream, but 
outward comforts coming through the 
blood of Chriſt are ſolid ſubſtantia] refreſh- 
ments: again they come more, Z- Sweetly, 


have not thoſe prickles and ſtings that warld!y 
| | things 
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things have to natural men- Oh the peace 
and quietneſs that a Chriſtian enjoys 
with outward comforts; and further 
comforts come to a Child of God more 
4. Serviceably, the creature doth hoinage 
coits Maker and Maſters Children, ſo that 
what they have 1s for their good and doth 
them good : and comforts allo come more 
5. Satisfyingly, a Godly man is more con- 
tented with his little than the men of the 
world can be with abundance, @ little, that 
the righteous bath is better than the riches of 
many wicked, Plal. 37. 16. and then a Child 
of God enjoys his comforts in a Covenant- 
way more ſafely , he needs not fear want, 
bread ſhall be given bim, bis waters ſhall be 
ſure, Iſai. 33+. 16. God is the Chriltians 
purſe-bearer, and it's in fafer hands than in 
his own : and they are here more, 7. Laſt 
ingly, we ſhall have corporal mercies as long 


as we need them, and when we need them 


not, they ſhall be ſwallowed in eternal en- 
joyments. O therefore let the Saints of 
God be truly thankful, let the high praiſes of 
God be in their mouths 3 this is the chief 
rent and reaſonable Tribute that God ex- 
pes for theſe ſur® mercies z ſacritice theſe 
ſacrifices of thankſgiving, take this Cup of 
ſalvation, and give God the praiſe that's due 
unto his name. Begin that work here in 
time, which ſhall be fully managed by the 
ranſomed of the Lord to all Etcrnity : his, 
this ſhall be the burden of rhe' Saints tri- 
umphant Song in Heaven! Manſions, that. 
0 | g/orious 


The Sure Mercies of David: - 


- glorious ore ſhall ring. and eccho. with 

the blefſcd- note of mexcy. mercy, fxee-grace 
Jaid the foundation, and grace, grace only 
lays the top-ſtone of Saints glory, Oh how 
will God be admired by and in all, that 
believe at that day ? well firs, begin, tho: 
Hoſanna's here, that will be ſeconded with 
Hallelujahs hexeafter > ſpeak well of your 
gracious God, admire this new-Covenant 
deſign, and let him have all the glory of this 
bleſſed cantrivance, fo ſhall you accompliſh 
Gods end, and cvidence your Covenant-inte- 
rclt in theſe ſure mercies of Devid. 

Thus though theſe Divine graces which 
adorn the Temple of a Chriſtians breaft do 
ſometimes diſappear, and fin coſts the foul 
ſome tears, yet the gracious ſoul hath abun- 
dant ground of thankfulneſs for the whole 
tranſaQion : take it in Divine Herbert's Poem 
of Church-floor. 


Mark, you the floor ? that ſquare aud jo 
( ſtoxe 


which looks ſo firm and ſtrong 
| #s Patience 3 


Aud th* other black, and grave, wherewith w 
oye 
# checker'd all along, | 
Humility 3 


The gentle riſing, which on either hand | 
leads to the Quire above, 
z- Confidence: 


But 


j 


But 


. 
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ith | But the ſweet Cement, which in one ſure baud 


aGe tyes the whole frame, is Love 
nly and Charity. 
OW 


nat | Hither ſometimes fin ſteals, and ſtains 

ols | the Marbles neat and carious wons : 

th | But all is cleanſed when the Marble weepr, 

wr Sometimes death puffing at the door, 

ant | blows all the duſt about the flor : 

his | But while be thinks to ſpoil the ro»m, be ſweeps. 
iſh Bleit be the Archite@, wh:ſe art 

te» | could build ſo ftrong in a weah heart. 
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